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I
f you find yourself driving on 
Interstate 80 in the northern Indi-
ana city of Elkhart, you can’t help 
but notice the RV/MH Hall of Fame 
building. This beautiful structure 
is a living testament to the RV life-

style and the people who dedicated their 
lives to the industry. While a monument 
to RVing may not have the same panache 
as the Baseball Hall of Fame or the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame, believe me, our 
industry’s digs are quite impressive.

For many years the RV/MH Hall of 
Fame was headquartered in a plain-Jane 
building in Elkhart and wasn’t exactly 
on many RV enthusiasts’ radar. Fortu-
nately, a few industry visionaries, spear-
headed by the late Boots Ingram and his 
wife, Betty, drove a plan to enhance the 
new facility that would proudly stand 
as a museum, library and conference 
center — and attract visitors itching 
to learn the history of the RV industry 
and its pioneers. Boots was always a big 
thinker. He started building trailers back 
in the 1960s and grew his business into 
a thriving RV manufacturing enterprise 
that was eventually run by his son, Tony.

While Boots and Betty’s dream even-
tually came to fruition through personal 
donations and arm-twisting of fellow RV 
industry entrepreneurs, the facility fell 
upon hard times after the recession hit 
in 2008. Mounting debt and limited rev-
enue put the RV/MH Hall of Fame at risk 
of closing down for good. With the help of 
the Ingram family, along with the Hall’s 
board of directors and Darryl Searer, who 
has stepped in as the facility’s new presi-
dent, a workable plan was implemented 
to keep the doors open.

While the future now looks bright, 
the Hall is not out of woods, yet. Substan-
tial debt, which has been reconfigured, 
must be reduced and new programs are 
being planned to bring in much-needed 
revenue. The Ingram family was key to 
the restructuring of the debt and has 
challenged the industry and its consumer 
participants to help pay down the finan-
cial obligation. The Ingram family will 
match, dollar for dollar, up to $100,000 

to reduce the mortgage, as long as the 
donations are made by Aug. 31, 2012. 
MotorHome Chairman and CEO Marcus 
Lemonis stepped right up as the first to 
make a pledge, offering $25,000. Don 
Wallace, the cofounder of Lazydays RV 
center in Tampa, Fla., matched Lemonis’ 
donation a few days later.

Hopefully, the $100,000 goal will 
be realized through the help of other 
generous industry figures and the private 
sector. A number of RV enthusiasts have 
made personal donations and others 
can follow suit by contacting the Hall of 
Fame online (www.rvmhhalloffame.org). 
Donations are tax deductible.

Keeping the Hall alive is a big deal. 
Although I have toured the facility nu-
merous times, I never tire of the exhibits. 
Strolling down the indoor highway of RVs 
takes the visitor through the history of 
the RV industry dating back when motor-
ized vehicles were in their infancy. Most 
people who tour the facility are surprised 
to learn how innovative the early pioneers 
were, especially since the designing and 
engineering of RVs was usually done on a 
scrap of paper rather than sophisticated 
computer-aided design software.

Future plans for the facilities are 
destined to enrich the visitor experience. 
The industry is now using the grounds for 
trade shows, and other displays and cul-
tural events are planned. As a member 
of the board of directors, I can assure 
you these future plans are very exciting.

Thanks to the vision of the Ingram 
family and other industry friends, the Hall 
will continue to stand proudly as a shining 
example of the RV lifestyle’s heritage.

While this facility may not pay 
homage to our favorite sports legends 
and rock stars, keep in mind that our 
lifestyle is much more personal, and we 
should let the world know. 
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p.o.box   from  OUR READERS

ONLINE SITE SUGGESTIONS
When I plan a trip, I use How Far Can I Travel (www.freemap 
tools.com/how-far-can-i-travel.htm). This site allows me to 
input my average MPH and travel time. It then draws a radius 
around my starting point and lists major highways and cit-
ies. Eight hours of drive time at an average speed of 60 MPH 
does not get you very far into the South from Hudson, Mass.,  
but it does get you into Maryland and the northeast portions 
of Virginia. Some call this the South, but many in Arkansas, 
Alabama, Georgia and other “true Southern” states may 
suggest travelers to Maryland and Virginia miss the flavor of 
the true South. Nevertheless, within that radius the Temples 
will find much to see. Of interest may be Washington, D.C., 
and Arlington, Manassas and Bull Run in Virginia, along 
with many other historic areas. When we traveled north, 
we enjoyed Fredericksburg, Va., and George Washington’s 
home of Mount Vernon. Y’all come on down as far south as 
you like and y’all will find the folks real friendly.
MIKE BAUMANN l SHREVEPORT, LA.

FLORIDA PARADISE
Head to Sebastian, Fla., a self-proclaimed undiscovered 
paradise. My wife and I camped at Sebastian Inlet State 
Park every year, fell in love with the Treasure Coast, ended 
up buying a home in Sebastian and now live in paradise per-
manently. Y’all come see us soon, hear? If the state camp-
ground is full, Long Point Park is nearby or search within 
Woodall’s for a campground near Sebastian.
JOHN CONNELL l VIA EMAIL

INTERSTATE OOPS
While you would definitely use Interstate 295 to travel to 
Rockport for the Maine Lobster Festival, you would be un-
able to access Perkins Cove as described in the May article, 
“A Maine Event.” The southern most tip of I-295 is in Port-
land, 30 miles to the north of Ogunquit, home of Perkins 
Cove, The Finest Kind I and Captain Tom. You would need 
to exit I-95 (exit 4 in York or exit 19 in Wells) to access 
U.S. Route 1 to Shore Road in the center of Ogunquit, and 
then follow the signs. The rest of the story is right on! Maine 

lobster is the sweetest, tastiest, most succulent lobster in 
the world! And the Maine Lobster Fest is a must for anyone 
who is traveling to Maine in season. The coastline is beauti-
ful, the scenery spectacular, from Kittery to Eastport. And 
while the article was about the festival and the coastline in 
general, don’t forget the rest of the state. You can’t go wrong 
with a Maine vacation!
JEFFREY MOORE l WELLS, MAINE

LOOK BEFORE YOU BACK
I am a long-time subscriber to MotorHome and a lifetime 
member of the Good Sam Club. Joe and Vicki Kieva’s “Life 
on the Road” articles have always been favorites of mine, 
and I’ve learned much from the wisdom they share. 

I began traveling solo in my Roadtrek Class B in 1999, 
and 10 years later upgraded to a 36-foot RV. As a solo 
traveler, I was intrigued by the Kievas’ April article, “Ar-
rival Routine.” I, too, have been entertained watching many 
a careless routine. I am undoubtedly the subject of curi-
osity myself while conducting my own solo routine. I’m a 
grandma, retired from the grind and now enjoying a second 
career as a nonfiction writer. Perfect for the RV life. I can-
not stress enough the importance of patience when backing 
into a campsite without assistance. Every time I feel myself 
beginning to hurry, I think of the repair bill. Like the Kievas, 
I scout my site thoroughly in advance. The most important 
thing for a solo traveler when backing in to a site is to stop. 
Not once, not twice, but maybe three, four, even five times. 
Get out of the rig and walk around all sides, looking up and 
down. It doesn’t matter if you think you’re clear. Get out and 
do it anyway. It doesn’t matter if you’re blocking the road; it 
will take a whole lot longer if you smack into something. Just 
smile and wave nicely to whomever you are momentarily 
inconveniencing. 

I’m also not averse to asking a friendly neighbor (often 
someone looking for entertainment) for guidance, although 
as the Kievas noted, my fellow RV enthusiasts have many 
varied communication styles and I’m not always able to de-
cipher them. As long as we can laugh about it, all is well. 
KAREN MCCORMICK l VIA EMAIL

WHAT ARE THE MUST-SEE SITES YOU’VE  
ENCOUNTERED HEADING SOUTH ALONG THE EAST 
COAST AND WHAT MAKES THEM SO SPECIAL?
That’s the question we asked in our May issue, and here are 
some of the replies we received.
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P.O. BOX

TOWING A HONDA
After reading in MotorHome almost 
monthly about people having problems 
towing the Honda CR-V, I had to put in 
my two bits. I towed a 1995 Honda Civic 
automatic for 10 years and never had a 
transmission or battery problem. I then 
purchased a 2005 Honda CR-V all-wheel-
drive, which I’ve towed for nearly seven 
years without any dead battery problems 
and I don’t pull any fuses. There is noth-
ing in my owner’s manual about removing 
fuses to tow; it only describes the proce-
dures for staring the engine, shifting the 
transmission and running the engine for 
a set amount of time. I use a U.S. Gear 
supplementary braking system that draws 
power from the diesel engine battery. I 
limit myself to no more than 300 miles a 
day and I always disconnect my car when 
I pull into a campground. I start the engine 
and my wife drives the car to the campsite.  
LEO ARAGON l VIA EMAIL

NO MORE FUEL FRUSTRATION
Although late, I just read Bob and Nancy 
Adamski’s letter, “Frustrating Fuel Stops,” 
in the November 2011 issue. My wife and 
I have a 32-foot Class C Freedom Express 
motorhome and we tow a Hyundai Elan-
tra on all fours when we travel. I would 
recommend the Adamskis purchase the 
Exit Now: Interstate Exit Directory from 
the Good Sam Club website. Whenever we 
go on a trip, I make up my own trip tic for 
all the interstates on our route. At every 
exit the directory identifies every fuel sta-
tion that is accessible for large vehicles. It 
also has food stops, such as our favorite 
Cracker Barrel, where a motorhome can 
get in. With a little planning, which I enjoy 
greatly, we know everywhere we can get in 
and out of easily, even McDonald’s for a 
quick cup of coffee. It also gets us excited, 
because when I’m making one up we know 
we are close to getting on the road again.    
GARY AND NANCY MERTZ l SHARON, PA.

REDUCE SPEED TO REDUCE SPENDING
A couple of years ago, while staying at an 
RV park in southern Arizona, a fellow RVer 
stopped and asked me how I liked my mo-
torhome. It is a 38-foot diesel-pusher with 
a 350-HP Cummins engine. I pull a four-
door Chevy Colorado pickup with it. He 
said his rig was almost identical to mine 
and he hated it. I asked him the problem 

and he said he could only get about 6 MPG. 
I told him I was averaging about 9 MPG 
and asked at what speed he set the cruise 
control. He said between 75 and 78 MPH. I 
never travel over 60 MPH and told him to try 
it and he might be surprised. This proves 
to me that slowing down saves money and 
a lot of stress. I let the fast cars and trucks 
roar around me while I enjoy the scenery.
DICK BOUMA l ONTARIO, CALIF. 

MANDATORY CDL?
There was an incredible story in the news 
in early April about five family members 
being killed in an RV crash near Williams-
burg, Kan. I read with disbelief the details 
of the crash, which stated there were 18 
people inside the motorhome, which was 
also pulling a trailer full of motorcycles 
and gear. The driver was 17 years old. In 
reading the comments after the article, 
the outcry was, as you might expect, that 
a CDL should be mandatory to drive an 
RV. I can see how that could be a good 
idea given the size of the rigs on the road 
today, but the more serious issue here 
is how dramatically overloaded this RV 
must have been, and that a 17-year-old 
was driving. I’m at a loss to understand 
how any adult present could allow such 
disregard for safety, and I am very con-
cerned that anyone would so blatantly 
break every safety rule in the book with 
a rig and trailer that probably weighed in 
excess of 30,000 pounds. Maybe it’s time 
to bring Gaylord Maxwell’s Life on Wheels 
classes back, bigger and better than ever.
JON WYLY l PLATTE CITY, MO.

THANK YOU, BLUE OX
I had an unfortunate experience while tow-
ing a Chevy HHR behind my motorhome. 
One of the arms on my Blue Ox tow bar 
broke while I was on the interstate near 
Asheville, N.C. I was fortunate to pull over 
to the shoulder of the highway with no fur-
ther damage. The following Monday I con-
tacted Blue Ox and spoke to someone in 
customer service. He advised me to send 
the tow bar to Blue Ox for examination. 
I was later contacted and informed that 
the tow bar had a defect and a replace-
ment would be sent to me at no charge. 
My tow bar was five years old and I was 
pleasantly surprised by the response I 
received. I received the replacement and 
am very pleased that Blue Ox stands be-

CONTACT
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Send 
an email to letters@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 3300 Fernbrook  
Lane N #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447; 
include your name, city and state. Letters 
may be edited for length and/or clarity.

CONTRIBUTE AN ARTICLE: We welcome 
article submissions from our readers. Writers’ 
guidelines are on our website at www.motor 
homemagazine.com/contact-us. Articles must 
in clude your Social Security or tax I.D. num-
ber. Although every reasonable precaution is 
taken, MotorHome assumes no liability for 
unsolicited manuscripts and/or photography.

SUBMIT A QUICK TIP: Quick Tips is our 
forum for RVers to exchange time- and mon-
ey-saving ideas and simple tips. Send sub-
missions to MotorHome Quick Tips, 3300 
Fern brook Lane N #200, Minneapolis, MN 
55447, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.
com. In clude photos, illustrations or drawings, 
if neces sary. We’ll pay $35 for each tip we 
publish.

SEND A PHOTO: Showcase your best photo 
on our “Postcards From the Road” Off Ramp 
page. Send your image, name, address and 
phone number, as well as the story behind 
your photo in 60 words or less, to: Motor Home 
“Postcards From the Road,” 3300 Fern brook 
Lane N #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447,  
or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. 
We’ll pay $50 for each image we publish. See 
the Off Ramp page for specific instructions. 

ASK A TECHNICAL QUESTION: Questions 
for our Coach & Powertrain column may be 
sent to MotorHome, 3300 Fernbrook Lane 
N #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447 (please 
include your name, city and state). You may 
also email questions to tech@motorhome 
magazine.com. Selected letters will be 
answered in the magazine, but time does not 
permit individual replies.

RESOLVE A CONFLICT: Hot Line is our 
forum for the resolution of conflicts between 
consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, 
accessories suppliers and service providers. 
After exhausting all other resources, send 
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line (no phone 
calls, please) at 3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200, 
Minneapolis, MN 55447 and enclose copies of 
appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Selected 
letters will be edited and published unless 
otherwise requested. MotorHome does not 
knowingly accept deceptive or misleading 
advertising; please notify Hot Line if you have 
a contrary experience with any merchandiser or 
service provider advertised herein.

ORDER REPRINTS OR BACK ISSUES: 
Copies of articles are $3.95 each. Specify the 
article title and issue, and send a check or 
money order payable to GS Media & Events, 
plus your name and address, to MotorHome, 
3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200, Minneapolis, 
MN 55447. Back issues are $5.95 each; fol-
low above procedure. Permission to reprint or 
quote excerpts from published articles is con-
sidered upon request, when credit is given. 
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hind its product. I have had two tow 
bars from Blue Ox and am glad they are 
from an American-owned company and 
manufactured in the United States. Be-
cause of Blue Ox’s presence at many RV 
rallies, RV shows and NASCAR races, I 
have been able to take advantage of its 
customer service.
ANTHONY L. LAMARCA
GREENEVILLE, TENN.

KEEP WEIGHT LIMITS IN MIND
I have a comment about the review of 
the Itasca Reyo 25R in the April issue. 
The Reyo has a realistic occupant and 
cargo carrying capacity (ROCCC) of 790 
pounds. It has four seat belted posi-
tions, which if you have two adults at 
150 pounds each and two children 
at 100 pounds, that would only leave 

290 pounds for everything else, which 
seems a little light. I read somewhere 
it’s estimated that up to 50 percent of 
the RVs on the road exceed some type 
of limit, and putting rigs like this on the 
road just add to that. 

Perhaps the new trend toward 
lighter, more fuel-efficient rigs is 
pushing everybody to rush to be green 
without thinking it through. I think RV 
manufacturers should establish some 
form of sanity test for the units they 
make. Something like a realistic num-
ber of what the average person would 
take with them for a week, including 
clothes, food, bicycles, lawn chairs, 
etc. I think the trend toward more ef-
ficient motorhomes is a good thing; we 
just need to be smart.
LORRIN WALSH l SILVERDALE, WASH.

QUESTION: 
How often do you weigh your motorhome and how do you keep it from 
being overloaded?
Send your comments to MotorHome, 3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200, 
Minneapolis, MN 55447; or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. 

P.O. BOX
WHAT YOU ARE  
SAYING ON OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE: 

A reader sought suggestions of 
must-see sights along the East 
Coast. Here’s how some of our 
Facebook fans responded:

Sharon Ellers: We loved Virginia and all 
the history. We stayed in Williamsburg at 
Anvil Campground; it was close to most 
everything.

Robert Fox: Virginia Military Institute, 
Luray Caverns, Skyline Drive. All in Virginia 
and off Interstate 81.

Patricia Ann Hogue: Definitely Myrtle 
Beach. Could have stayed much longer! 
Pet-friendly beaches. Also, Charleston, 
S.C. Beautiful city!

Carol Sanders: Wilmington, N.C. It has a 
historic district larger than Charleston.

Become a fan of  
MotorHome on Facebook. 
Go to www.facebook.com/

MotorHomeMagazine and click “Like.”
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permits of other states. Even with reci-
procity agreements, if you plan to rely 
upon your CCW permit in other states, 
it is a good idea to contact those states 
to confirm the recognition status of 
your state’s permit. You can research 
individual state CCW laws on the Inter-
net by searching “CCW permit.”

Canada requires a special permit 
in order to bring handguns and sport-
ing rifles across the border. Don’t be 
surprised if your vehicle gets searched 
for firearms at the border crossing. Re-
view the Royal Canadian Mounted Po-
lice website (www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca; click 
on “Canadian Firearms Program” under 
“Quick Links”) for details. Mexico has a 
strict weapons policy. It is illegal to bring 
guns, knives or ammunition into Mexico, 
and violators may be arrested and have 
their vehicle seized.

Some motorhome owners, in spite 
of the laws, carry loaded firearms some-
where in their RVs. Their attitude seems 

to be “better to be judged by 12 jurors 
than carried by six pallbearers.” Be-
sides, they will say, how often do you 
hear of a motorhome being searched 
by the police? The fact is it’s not un-
usual for motorhomes to get searched 
at Canadian and Mexican border cross-
ings, along Mexican highways that are 
frequented by drug transporters, and 
at U.S. Border Patrol checkpoints on 
highways north of the Mexican border. 
And police officers who arrest drunk 
drivers and other lawbreakers frequently 
inventory the contents of the suspects’ 
vehicles before having them towed to an 
impound lot. Searches of motorhomes 
do occur.

Is it necessary to carry a firearm 
for the purposes of self-defense? RVing 
is not without some risks. Motorhome 
owners can be victims of crimes, just 
like anyone else. But when RVing, you 
are generally in a relatively low-crime 
neighborhood. Motorhome travelers 
who make a habit of camping among 
other campers, locking their doors, and 
using common sense, rarely encounter 
criminal activity. Needing a firearm for 
self-defense should not be any more 
necessary while RVing than it is when 
you are at home.

Finally, is it practical to carry a fire-
arm in a motorhome? Unless you want 
to risk getting caught with an illegal 
weapon, you may have to avoid stopping 
in states and countries you would like to 
visit. And an unloaded, cased firearm in 
a locked cabinet, while it may give you 
peace of mind, is not going to be readily 
available for self-defense.  

Keep in mind that using a firearm 
for self-defense is only justified in a life-
threatening situation. If you do decide to 
carry a firearm, be sure to take a profes-
sional training course so you will know 
how, when to and, most importantly, 
when not to use it.

MotorHome also explored the 
issue of carrying weapons in an RV in 
its January 2011 article, “Armed with 
Information.” Find it online at www.
motorhomemagazine.com/motorhome-
travel/armed-with-information.

Visit the Kievas’ website at 
www.rvknowhow.com. 

life on the road    by  JOE AND VICKI KIEVA

IF YOU DO DECIDE  
TO CARRY A FIREARM, 

BE SURE TO TAKE 
 A PROFESSIONAL  
TRAINING COURSE  
SO YOU WILL KNOW 

HOW, WHEN TO AND, 
MOST IMPORTANTLY, 
WHEN NOT TO USE IT.

o you travel with a firearm 
in your motorhome? If you keep 
a firearm in your home you 
might want to keep or trans-
port one in your motorhome. 

Whether you want to carry a firearm in 
your motorhome for sporting purposes 
or self-defense, there are a few things 
you must consider.

The most important question is, 
is it legal? Most states, counties and 
municipalities have laws that restrict 
carrying and transporting firearms, ei-
ther on your person or in your vehicle. 
These laws differ from location to loca-
tion but, generally, the laws pertaining 
to handguns are more restrictive. You 
should also determine the legal method 
for transporting a firearm in those loca-
tions. Many states require the firearm to 
be unloaded, cased and kept in a locked 
compartment that is not accessible to 
the driver and passengers while the ve-
hicle is on the highway.

Being legal in one state does not 
necessarily mean it will be legal in an-
other. Just because your state allows 
you to carry a firearm on your person or 
in your vehicle, don’t expect the same 
privilege in other states. If you are 
going to transport firearms across state 
lines be sure you research the laws of 
the states and communities where you 
intend to spend one or more evenings. 
A good resource for firearms laws in 
the United States and Canada is the 
National Rifle Association’s website: 
www.nraila.org/gunlaws.

A number of motorhome owners 
have gone through the process of ob-
taining a permit to carry a concealed 
weapon (CCW permit) from their home 
state. Many states recognize the CCW 

TRAVELING  
WITH FIREARMS

D
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GOOD SAM CHAPTERS 
Chapters embrace true RV fellowship and make 
lasting friendships through a shared sense of 
community and a love for RVing. Chapters hold 
campouts, plan social events and organize 
community volunteer opportunities. There are 
nearly 1,500 Good Sam Chapters in North America. 
Joining or starting a Chapter is a great way to have 
fun and meet fellow RVers who share your interests. 
Visit GoodSamClub.com/Chapters to find a 
Chapter near you!

STATE AND PROVINCIAL SAMBOREES
Ranging in size from 50 rigs to over 500, Samborees 
are RV get-togethers planned by state and provincial 
directors, making each Samboree unique. Along with 
fun and games, many Samborees include RV exhibits 
and educational seminars. Most states and provinces 
have a Samboree each year! 
Visit GoodSamClub.com/Samborees to find the latest 
schedule of events and registration contact information.

FINAL GOOD SAM RALLY OF 2012!
Good Sam RV Rallies feature stellar entertainment, expert 
speakers, a huge selection of RV accessories plus new 
RVs on exhibit. Excitement is building for the final Good 
Sam Rally of 2012 in Daytona Beach, Florida (November 
2-4), presented by DISH.
Visit TheRally.com or call 1-877-749-7122 for full details!

From Chapter campouts and Samborees to 
reunions at a Rally—have fun and make friends 
along the way with the Good Sam Club!

Good Friends  Good Fun  Great Savings!

Get Together  
& Share the Fun!

Not a Good Sam Club Member? Visit GoodSamClub.com  
or call 1-800-234-3450 to Join Today!55

97
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FREE FALLIN’
HIKE AMONG THE WATERFALLS OF EASTERN  
TENNESSEE’S FALL CREEK FALLS STATE PARK

Home to the highest waterfall in the eastern 
United States, Tennessee’s Fall Creek Falls State Park 
invites visitors to immerse themselves in a 20,000-acre 
wooded wonderland. At 256 feet, the park’s namesake 
waterfall beckons nature lovers and is joined in its whoosh-
ing water serenade by Piney Falls, Cane Creek Falls and 
Cane Creek Cascades. Dotted with gorges and laced with 
streams, Fall Creek Falls State Park is rife with flowering 
mountain laurel and rhododendron, and is home to a vari-

ety of wildlife. Spread across Cumberland Plateau, much 
of the park is covered by a forest of oak and hickory, along 
with gorges of tulip poplar and hemlock.

Located near Pikeville, Fall Creek Falls State Park of-
fers fishing, 34 miles of hiking trails and horseback riding, 
among other activities. All 238 of its campground sites 
have tables, grills, water, and electricity, and 50 sites have 
sewer connections. For more information, visit www.tn.gov/
environment/parks/FallCreekFalls.
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AUG. 1-4 l Billed as Arizona’s 
longest-running nature fes-
tival, the 2012 Southwest 
Wings Birding and Nature 
Festival includes an educa-
tional celebration of the diver-
sity in birds, mammals, rep-
tiles and insects, a welcome 
reception, keynote speaker 
Paul Bannick, a children’s 
program, and a writers work-
shop; www.swwings.org.

AUG. 1-5 l Craving crusta-
cean? Feast for five days at the 
annual Maine Lobster Festival. 
Local artists will feature their 
artwork while the craft tent will 
offer homemade items. Adults 
can enter the seafood cook-
ing contest and attendees can 
enjoy an eclectic mix of live 
music; 800-562-2529, 
www.mainelobsterfestival.com.

AUG. 9-12 l Victorville, Calif., 

escapes   EVENTS

is set to host the Route 66 
International Festival 2012, 
celebrating the theme “Califor-
nia Dreamin’ on Route 66.” A 
rally, classic car show, enter-
tainment, car cruise to a drive-
in theater, vendors, California-
themed dinner and vendors 
await festival-goers; 909-336-
6131, www.national66.org.

AUG. 10-12 l The Cascade 
foothills of Darrington, Wash., 
is the setting for the 12th An-
nual Summer Meltdown show-
casing live music, a children’s 
area for art and music, and 
food vendors. Dry camping is 
available but limited, so ad-
vanced tickets are encouraged; 
www.summermeltdown.com.

AUG. 18-19 l Located in up-
scale Long Grove, Ill., the 24th 
Annual Art Fest features more 
than 120 artists showcasing 

their work including paintings, 
sculpture, ceramics, jewelry, 
photography, mixed media 
and more. Wine and food will 
also be offered; 847-634-0888, 
www.longgroveartfest.com.

by  AMANDA LEPINSKI

Downtown Denver is set to 
host the 29th annual A Taste 
of Colorado event — the 
state’s largest free-admission 
outdoor event. The event 
features local, national and 

ethnic live music, children’s 
performers, samples from 
Colorado’s popular food 
establishments, artisans, 
vendors and educational 
programs; 303-295-6330, 
www.atasteofcolorado.com.
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AUG. 17-19
Progressive Insurance 18th 
Annual Summer Boat & RV 
Super Sale
Richmond, Va.; 800-441-0013

RV SHOW

AUG. 31-SEPT. 3
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WHEELS & GEAR   escapes

A SLEEVE FOR
YOUR SLIDEOUT

PET PLAYPEN
For many motorhome owners, bringing their furry companions 
on the road is a must. After all, their pets love the great out-
doors as much as they do. And now, with the help of a Kritter 
Kondo, their pets can enjoy themselves outside with the whole 
family. Kritter Kommunity’s Kritter Kondo is a collapsible pet 
enclosure that lets indoor pets join their owners outside. The 
portable 6-by-2.5-foot enclosure is suitable for up to three 
cats or dogs weighing less than 35 pounds. The one-piece 
Kritter Kondo collapses fl at with the release of a few pins and 
includes a carrying case with shoulder strap and handles. The 
case also features three pockets and a zipper pouch on the 
interior for the pet’s toys, food, blanket and bed. Also available 
is the Kritter Kondo Deluxe, which features removable double 
doors and a shade canopy. 

The Kritter Kondo Original is $134.99; the Deluxe is 
$164.99. These products and others are available on the Krit-
ter Kommunity website. 
Kritter Kommunity, 888-856-6367, 
www.kritterkommunity.com

STEREO ON STEROIDS
How many features can you pack into a stereo? ASA 
Electronics may have answered that question with the 
introduction of its Jensen JRV212T AM/FM/CD/USB/
NOAA Weatherband, iPod and Sirius-ready stereo 
with three camera inputs (with auto trigger) for moni-
toring the sides and rear of the coach. The 2.0-DIN 
Jensen JRV212T has 4x40-watt audio output power, 
an electronic AM/FM tuner with Radio Broadcast Data 
System and a rear channel pre-amp audio output. It 
features a 6.1-inch LCD touch screen with blue LED 
backlight for improved readability. An external media 
device can be connected through the auxiliary input 
and the iPod-ready system also has a CD player and 
is Sirius satellite radio ready with subscription. The 
JRV212T is equipped with a NOAA Weatherband 
radio to keep RVers informed of any approaching in-
clement weather. MSRP is $779.99.
ASA Electronics, 877-305-0445, www.asaelectronics.com

The new Solera Slide-Out Sleeve is an aftermarket slideout sealing 
system from Lippert Components designed to prevent water and de-
bris from entering the motorhome. Installation of the Slide-Out Sleeve 
requires attachment to the slideout room and the side wall of the 
coach, creating a complete seal around the entire slideout room.

Dust, smoke, leaves and bugs that typically build up on top 
of the slideout are blocked by the sleeve and denied entry to the 
coach’s interior — even when the slide is retracted. The sleeve also 
protects the slideout’s roof and sealant from sun, water and harsh 
winter conditions. Lippert claims the sleeve prevents water from 
pooling on top of the slideout and that ice will slip off easily. The 
company also said the sleeve’s hook-and-loop strapping eliminates 
wind issues found with awning toppers. MSRP range is $519-$629.                                                                         
Lippert Components, 574-535-1125, www.lci1.com
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Fleetwood RV has unveiled an enhanced 
version of its website. The new site, 
www.fl eetwoodrv.com, contains an expansion 
of Fleetwood’s “Owner Center” to include 
additional resources and service features 
that provide access to the company’s product 
information, parts and factory service cen-
ters. The Owner Center has been updated to 
include functionality for owner’s manuals, 
which can now be downloaded for free. The 
site also offers a parts and service link, allow-
ing access to the factory service center where 
customers can request a service appointment 
or an estimate. There is also a change of 
ownership form, which lets customers update 
their contact information after the purchase 
or transfer of a used Fleetwood unit.

The initial results of Jayco Inc.’s EcoAd-
vantage sustainability program were an-
nounced recently, and the company said it 
is “creating better ways to build better RVs 
using fewer or renewable natural resources.” 
The program involves Jayco and its three 
operating divisions — Jayco Inc., Starcraft 
RV Inc. and Entegra Coach Inc. — and was 
launched in 2011. According to a press 
release, in 2011 Jayco conserved: enough 
electricity to power 980 homes for a year; 
enough landfi ll space to accommodate the 
disposal needs of 31,330 Americans for a 
year; enough water to fi ll 111,020 kiddie 
pools; and enough gas to make 21.4 trips 
around the Earth in a car. The company 
said its recycling efforts also saved 41,217 
trees. Jayco also pledged to: be 100 percent 
landfi ll free by 2015 by eliminating or re-
cycling all manufacturing and offi ce waste; 
signifi cantly reduce fresh water use in prod-
uct testing and other processes in the next 
fi ve years by increasing use of reclaimed 
rainwater; and conserve energy with a 40 
percent reduction of utility use by 2014.

The National Park Service announced it 
has awarded $82,874 in grants to assist 
American Indian tribes, Alaska native vil-
lages and museums with implementation of 
the Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). The grants will 
assist in the repatriation of more than 150 
individuals and more than 15,000 sacred 
objects, objects of cultural patrimony and 
funerary objects back to the tribes.

News Briefs

Darryl Searer is the new president and chief
operating offi cer of the RV/MH Hall of Fame Museum 
(www.rvmhhalloffame.org ) after the museum’s board 
of directors selected the industry veteran. 

Searer, chairman of Elkhart, Ind.-based Ultra-Fab 
Products Inc. and Hall of Fame member (2008), is a 
former treasurer and Hall board member.

Chairman of the Board Bill Garpow called Searer 
an “ideal candidate to bring the Hall of Fame out of its 
fi nancial crisis and lead it into the future.”

Searer started his career 
in the RV industry at age 16, 
working in his father’s busi-
ness, Elkhart Rivet and Reg-
ister. He has also been vice 
president of marketing and 
sales for Dometic Corp. and 
president and owner of MHS 
Supply. Searer said the Hall 
of Fame is “too great an asset 
to the RV and manufactured 
housing industries to allow it 
to fade away.”

Motorhome owners often seek out
Walmart stores, truck stops and casinos 
for free overnight parking en route to their 
destinations. Now they have an online 
resource to help connect them with other 
RVers who also welcome overnight guests. 
Veteran RVer Marianne Edwards and her 
daughter, Anna, have just unveiled their 
new website, www.boondockerswelcome.
com, designed to provide fellow RVers 
a place to meet, arrange boondocking 
and provide references. The idea for the 
Web-based club came about because, like 
many in the RV community, Edwards and 
her husband, Randy Sturrock, invite RVers 
who they meet on their travels to stop by 
their home in southern Ontario, Canada.

Club members can arrange free 
overnight parking with friends all the 
way to their destination. Eventually, the 
mother-daughter team hopes to cover 
the costs of creating and maintain-
ing the website through a small annual 

membership fee, but for a limited time, 
a free lifetime membership is offered 
to early members. The club is open 
to all RVers, even those who cannot 
offer boondocking space themselves.                                               
For more information, visit 
www.boondockerswelcome.

BOONDOCKING WEBSITE AIMS
TO CONNECT RVERS

RV/MH HALL OF FAME
NAMES PRESIDENT

Marianne Edwards, co-creator of 
www.boondockerswelcome.com, and her 
husband, Randy Sturrock, outside their 
Roadtrek 190.
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Famous for his portrayal of Sherlock 
Holmes on stage, William Gillette was a 
19th century American actor, director 
and playwright who commissioned Gil-
lette Castle. Completed in 1919, Gillette 
Castle took nearly fi ve years to build and 
is located high above the Connecticut 
River on a hill chain called the Seven 
Sisters in East Haddam, Conn. 

Designed entirely by Gillette, the 
stone castle mimics medieval design 
on the exterior and features built-in 
couches, table trackway and woodcarv-
ings inside. In 1943, the state of Con-
necticut purchased the castle and the 
adjoining property from the executors of 
Gillette’s will and has since opened the 
Gillette Castle State Park. Posthumously, 
this was sure to please Gillette as he in-
cluded a note in his will that his property 
not end up with “some blithering sap-
head who has no conception of where he 
is or with what surrounded.” Today, the 
castle and surrounding grounds are well 
maintained, enabling future generations 
to enjoy Connecticut’s historic gem. 

The castle is open 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Memorial Day weekend through 
Columbus Day; the grounds are open 
year-round. Three top-rated camp-
grounds are in the area: Witch Mead-
ow Lake Campground, Riverdale Farm 
Campsite and Acres High RV Park. 
Acres High RV Park offers availability 
for big rigs.      
For more information on Gillette Castle 
State Park, call 860-424-3200 or visit 
www.ct.gov. — Amanda Lepinski

THIS TOWN
IS ALL EARS
When most people think of South 
Dakota, it’s the Black Hills, Badlands 
National Park and Mount Rushmore that 
come to mind. The only corn they notice 
fi lls the fi elds and blends into the state’s 
great swaths of unoccupied land. But 
head about 250 miles due east of Bad-
lands and you’ll fi nd corn not only in the 
fi elds but covering a palace.

In Mitchell, S.D., corn is king, as 
nearly 300,000 ears of the stuff are the 
medium for the murals that cover the 
world’s only Corn Palace. First built in 
1892 as The Corn Belt Exposition, the 
present building was completed in 1921 
and each year its exterior is decorated 
with murals made entirely of maize. To 
achieve a dozen different colors, the 
crop is grown with special seed raised 
just for the Corn Palace and each color 
is planted in a separate fi eld to maintain 
its purity. Free to visitors and open year-

round, the Corn Palace is a folk art wonder 
seen by about 500,000 people each year. 
Don’t miss the 2012 Corn Palace Festival 
Aug. 23-26, when food and specialty ven-
dors converge on the palace. This year’s 
entertainment lineup includes rock band 
Hinder, country duo Thompson Square 
and the legendary Charlie Daniels Band.                                                     
For more information, call 605-996-5031 
or visit www.cornpalace.org. 
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by  BARBARA OLIVER getaway
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ave you ever wandered country
backroads with names like “CR BB” or 
“CR J” and wondered why you were doing 
it? Perhaps it was your adventurous na-
ture or, in my case, a love of history and 
the roads that lead to it. It was one of 

those roads that took me to the birthplace of Mark Twain.
In the village of Florida, Mo., a reddish-colored gran-

ite monument marks the original location of the humble 
two-room cabin where Samuel Langhorne Clemens — 
Mark Twain — was born. On a November night in 1835, 
with Halley’s Comet visible in the sky, Samuel joined 
the family of John and Jane Clemens. That little rented 
cabin sheltered the Clemens family of seven and a teen-
age slave girl until a larger residence was built in 1836. 

Today, the cabin is preserved at the Mark Twain Birth-
place State Historic Site, inside a modern museum/memo-

LITERARY

LESSON
GET TO KNOW MARK 
TWAIN BIRTHPLACE 

STATE HISTORIC SITE
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rial shrine dedicated to Missouri’s favorite 
author and humorist. The museum is ad-
jacent to the 2,775-acre Mark Twain State 
Park, the third oldest state park in Missouri. 
The park features three campgrounds 
with basic and electrical sites, modern 
restrooms, a dump station, showers, po-
table water, a laundry facility, picnic areas, 
boat ramps and six miles of hiking trails.

In 1839, Samuel’s family moved to 
Hannibal, a frontier town on the banks of 
the Mississippi River, where his father 
presided as the justice of the peace in 
the 1840s. Though Samuel grew up in 
Hannibal, his summers were spent at the 
large farm of his uncle, John Quarles, lo-
cated three miles north of Florida. It was 
here that Samuel listened to stories told 
by Uncle Dan’l, a slave who would later 
become the model for Jim in The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn. His childhood 
friend, Laura Hawkins, was immortalized 
in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer as Becky 
Thatcher. In the same book, Aunt Polly was 
modeled after his own mother, an ardent be-
liever in patent medicines and quack cures. 

Samuel had fond memories of his 
summers on the farm and wrote of them 
in his autobiography: “The memories of 
sumptuous meals — well, it makes me cry 
to think of them. Fried chicken, roast pig, 
wild and tame turkeys, ducks and geese; 
venison just killed; squirrels and rabbits, 
pheasants, partridges, prairie chickens; 
biscuits, hot batter cakes, hot buckwheat 
cakes, hot wheat bread, hot rolls. … I can 
see the farm yet, with perfect clearness.” 

Samuel was 12 when his father died 
in 1847. He quit school and went to work 
on a Hannibal newspaper as a “printer’s 
devil” (an assistant) and later became an 
itinerant printer in 1853. He also spent 
four years piloting a riverboat on the Mis-
sissippi River until the outbreak of the 
Civil War. He hunted for gold in Aurora, 
Nev., and worked as a newspaper report-
er for the Virginia City Territorial Enter-
prise, where he first used his pen name 
of Mark Twain, which was also a riverboat 
term for safe waters. In 1864, Samuel 
headed for San Francisco, where he con-
tinued to work on local newspapers. His 
first break came with the publication of 
a short story titled “Jim Smiley and His 
Jumping Frog.” His work became so pop-
ular that he embarked upon his first lec-
ture tour and became a celebrated public 

speaker and successful stage performer. 
His years spent traveling abroad 

and to the West gave him ideas for 
books, including The Innocents Abroad, 
Life on the Mississippi and Roughing 
It. He wrote many of his books in an 
eight-sided study on the grounds of the 
Langdon farm near Elmira, N.Y. This 
is where Samuel courted and married 
Olivia Langdon. They later moved and 
raised their family in Hartford, Conn.

Inside the Mark Twain Birthplace 
Memorial Museum, the writer’s remark-
able life is interpreted through exhibits, 
artifacts, family photos, furniture, a par-
tial reproduction of a Mississippi River 
Steamboat Pilot House and even his car-
riage. A film about his life is available 
for viewing. On display and encased in 
glass are the original proof sheets for 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, printed 
in London and published by Chatto and 
Windus in June 1876. I particularly en-
joyed the exhibit that detailed how Mark 
Twain loved to change the English lan-
guage to suit his needs. He would coin 
words, devise compounds and revise out-
moded words and used Americanisms to 
give them new meaning. He made thou-
sands of changes and it is said the Eng-
lish language was never quite the same.  

Mark Twain was also famous for his 
quotes: “The man who does not read 
good books has no advantage over the 
man who cannot read.” Or, “Be good 
and you will be lonesome,” and “My 
books are water; those of the great 
geniuses are wine. Everybody drinks 
water.” Somehow, they all make sense.

Mark Twain provided images of the 
romantic, the real and the strengths and 
weaknesses of a rapidly growing world. 
Tragedy seemed to follow him, first with 
the death of a younger brother, then his 
son, Langdon, who died at the age of 2, 
and a daughter, Susy, at the age of 24. 
His beloved Olivia died in 1904 and the 
youngest daughter Jeanne in 1909. Four 
months later, on April 21, 1910, with 
Halley’s Comet again visible, Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens left this world. 

LITERARY LESSON
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Top to bottom: Visitors to the Mark Twain 
Birthplace Memorial Museum will find 
numerous artifacts and exhibits detail-
ing the famous author’s life. The Mark 
Twain Mississippi Riverboat in Hannibal 
is another stop worth making.
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I
n the poem “The Summer Day,”
Mary Oliver asks the question, “Tell 
me, what is it you plan to do with 
your one wild and precious life?” 
For many of us, our dreams include 
traveling the country in a motorhome, 

and I feel fortunate to do this three to four 
months a year.

I enjoy the motorhome lifestyle, with 
its ample opportunities to explore the 
great outdoors, visit cultural and historical 
sites, rendezvous with family and friends, 
and meet interesting people along the 
way. When my husband, Jim, and I have 
free time on the road, we pursue hobbies 
like reading, knitting, working on cross-
word puzzles, playing cards or listening 
to audiobooks.  

Last winter, several rainy days caused 
us to cancel a tee time one day and a bike 

ride the next. We already visited the ar-
ea’s tourist attractions, and that day my 
simple hobbies didn’t interest me. Playing 
computer solitaire was not how I wanted 
to spend another day of my one wild and 
precious life.

I wondered what other motorhome-
bound travelers did during inclement 
weather. Call me naive, but I thought RV 
hobbies had to be simple and compact, but 
then I talked with other RVers and discov-
ered the creative ways they use their free 
time. Some pursued their hobbies for pure 
pleasure; others have found ways to turn 
these pastimes into profi table ventures.

No matter what their hobbies, the 
RVers I talked to were passionate about 
their pursuits. The list of creative and in-
tellectual endeavors was quite lengthy. I 
hope you enjoy my 10 favorites.

1. A WATERCOLOR WORLD
Dave Barber, a retired architect, is natu-
rally artistic. Early in his career — before 
the advent of computer drafting — he 
painted renderings of buildings. These 
days, painting is his rainy day activity 
when he is on the road. He likes the chal-
lenge of capturing a beautiful scene in wa-
tercolor. He is particularly interested in 
water and sky paintings, those beautiful, 
refl ective, transparent moments, which 
are so diffi cult to replicate.  

Dave likes watercolor because it is 
quick. “You either get it or you don’t, in 
which case you start anew. That’s what 
makes it magic,” he said. According to 
Barber, the best painting he ever did was 
horrible the fi rst time. He scrubbed the 
paper with a rag and painted over it while 
it was still damp, accidentally achieving 

Dave Barber’s rainy day activity is watercolor painting. 

PORTABLE

PASTIMES
10 WAYS TO ENRICH YOUR LIFE WHILE ON THE ROAD

by  MARY ZALMANEK
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great depth and character the second 
time. That’s why he calls himself an “ac-
cidental artist.” Of the hundreds of paint-
ings Dave’s done, most were “for practice, 
a nice way to say they were not ‘keepers.’” 
The good ones he keeps, gives as gifts, 
or sells.

The supplies necessary for watercolor 
include a small palette, a pad of inexpen-
sive paper, watercolor paints and brushes.

2. FILL IN THE FAMILY TREE 
Many people are interested in their fam-
ily history, which accounts for the grow-
ing popularity of genealogy. The Internet 
makes genealogical research much easier. 
Popular websites include Ancestry.com 
(requires a subscription to access ances-
tral records), Familysearch.org (a free web-
site developed by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latterday Saints) and Cyndislist.com (a 
free website that categorizes and cross-
references genealogical resources).

Pat Peterson is a “genealogist on 
steroids,” according to her friend Dorothy 
Scott. Pat, who has led a genealogy group 
since 1997, has traced her roots to Swe-
den in the late 1600s. Dorothy has traced 
her family to the 1500s in England. Both 
women have made trips to Salt Lake City, 
Utah, to visit the Temple Square Family 
History Center, which houses the world’s 
largest genealogical library. The KOA 
campground in Salt Lake City has a bus 
that takes visitors to Temple Square. If 
you go, Pat advised not to plan a trip dur-
ing any major Mormon events.

All you need to get started is a com-
puter, a guidebook like “Genealogy 101” 
by Barbara Renick or “Genealogy Online 
for Dummies” by Matthew Helm and April 
Leigh Helm, and a three-ring binder to or-
ganize the results of your research.

3. MEMORIES IN MOTION
In our travels, many of us take videos of 
the picturesque places we visit. To make 
the footage something we would watch 
with family and friends — without boring 
them to tears — consider editing it like 
the professionals do.

John Holod is a professional docu-
mentary filmmaker who owns RV Ad-
venture Videos (www.rvadventurevideos.
com). His travel videos make it easier for 
RVers to experience the same trips. To cre-
ate a 90-minute film, he’ll shoot 20 hours 
of video. He researches the area, shoots 
and edits the film, writes the script, adds 
music and voice, and corrects the color. 
John has been a full-timer since 1995, 
logging 600,000 miles in an RV.

John shared this advice for amateur 
videographers: 

 
   separates amateurs from professionals.  

-
essary, and don’t overdo the zoom.

 
   best shots.

 
   six seconds. Don’t cut to the next scene  
   too quickly.

To edit your videos, you’ll need video 
editing software on your computer.  

4. NO HABLO ESPAÑOL
Achieving fluency in a foreign language is 
on many people’s bucket lists. This mul-
tilingualism opens their eyes to other cul-
tures, allowing them to connect to others by 
speaking their language. It certainly makes 
travel to foreign countries more enjoyable. 

In advance of their trip to Mexico, 
Dean and Sue Bjornson used Rosetta Stone 
software to study Spanish. Rosetta Stone 
teaches by complete immersion in the lan-
guage. Interactive software allowed them to 
practice and learn by speaking into their 
headset, not by studying grammar.

For Sue, this was a refresher since 
she studied Spanish in high school and 
college. Dean was completely new to 
the language. They are looking forward 
to practicing their new skills when they 
spend four months south of the border 
later this year.

Pat Peterson (seated) has used genealogy 
to trace her roots to Sweden in the late 
1600s. Dorothy Scott has traced her fam-
ily to 1500s in England.

After shooting 20 hours of travel video, John Holod edits it into a 90-minute film. 

Dean Bjornson uses Rosetta Stone soft-
ware to study Spanish in advance of a 
trip to Mexico.

PORTABLE PASTIMES
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5. BEAUTY OF BEADS
Handcrafted, beaded jewelry runs the 
gamut from simple strands to complex 
woven designs and three-dimensional 
pieces. While jewelry is the most popular 
application of beading, other items such 
as purses, coasters and sculptures can be 
created. You can even incorporate beading 
into embroidery, crocheting and knitting.

Mary Hay became a beader when she 
was 87 and said she likes it because it 
keeps her mind active. Three years later 
she’s teaching classes. Not only does 
Mary make jewelry to keep and to give as 
gifts, she also sells it at craft shows.

Supplies include beads, string or 
beading wire, clasps, cutters, crimp pli-
ers, and round-nose pliers.

6. STAINED GLASS SPECIALTY 
When she’s not winning gold medals in 
pickleball tournaments, Paula Steger 
makes stained glass. She learned the 
craft after she retired in 2010. Eighteen 
months later, she had finished more than 
40 pieces. She started with sun catch-
ers and crosses and moved on to picture 
frames, lamps, stepping stones, jewelry 
boxes, clocks and picture panels.

One bay in their motorhome is devoted 
to supplies, which include a grinder, glass 
cutting grid, foiler, patterns and toolbox 
with soldering iron, cutters, breakers, and 
guards to hold cut glass in place.

7. PUT YOUR STAMP ON IT
If you’ve recently received a one-of-a-
kind greeting card with unique embel-
lishments, chances are someone made it 
for you using rubber stamps, ink, paper, 
beads, ribbons and a big dose of creativity. 
These are the cards you can’t bear to part 
with, the ones you save for your refrigera-
tor or desktop. Renee Claytor is a master 
of making these cards.

Renee’s been stamping for seven 
years. She likes the creativity of card mak-
ing, and the “almost instant gratification, 
unlike some crafts that take days or weeks.” 
She makes cards for family and friends for 

all occasions. Renee said, “It’s like giving 
a little gift each time I send one.” And 
the paper, embellishments, paper cutter, 
markers, die-cutting machine, dies, em-
bossing powders and heat gun don’t take 
up too much space in her RV. 

8. WORK IN WOOD
When Bill Becker finds pine and plum 
branches, saguaro ribs and yucca stems, 
he uses them to make handcrafted walk-
ing sticks and canes. He sells or gives 
them as gifts. Since walking sticks give 
hikers additional stability on uneven ter-
rain, these items are most appreciated.

When Bill finds branches, he uses a 
Dremel tool to remove the bark. Whether 
he’s working with wood branches or 
cacti innards, he uses various grades of 
sand paper to take it from rough to super 
smooth. With a wood-burning tool, he cre-
ates a design, and then finishes the walk-
ing stick with raw linseed oil. His wife, 
Mabel, adds the finishing touches with 
acrylic craft paint.

28

Left: Mary Hay, who started beading 
when she was 87, now teaches classes.

After retiring in 2010, Paula Steger learned 
to make stained glass. In 18 months she 
finished more than 40 pieces. 

Renee Claytor uses rubber stamps, ink, 
paper, beads and ribbons to make unique 
greeting cards. 

Bill Becker finds pine and plum branches, 
saguaro ribs and yucca stems and uses 
them to make walking sticks and canes.

PORTABLE PASTIMES
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9. WEAVING WONDERS 
I’d never heard of Swedish weaving until 
I met Mabel Becker, Bill’s wife. It’s more 
like embroidery than weaving — no loom 
required. Nevertheless, the end result 
looks like a beautifully woven cloth.

Swedish weavers start with monk’s 
cloth, an even-weave cloth with a loose 
over-and-under four-strand weave. Yarn is 
woven through the strands, called floats, 
with a darning needle to create a pattern.

To begin a project, the cloth must 
be washed since it can shrink up to 15 
percent. Using a small sewing machine 
Mabel carries in their motorhome, she 
stitches the edge. The weaving must be 
done on a flat surface. The technique can 
be used to make tablecloths, place mats, 
throws, pillows and numerous other items.

10. THREAD THE NEEDLE 
For the last 10 years, knitting has been 
my personal favorite creative hobby. Now 
that I’ve given most people on my gift list 
at least one knitted item, I’ve been knit-
ting for my favorite charity, Genny’s Hope 
Foundation (www.gennyhope.org). The 
goal of the foundation is to recruit donors 
for the bone marrow registry. Financial 
contributors who enable donors to be put 
on the registry at no charge are thanked 
with hand-knitted scarves and shawls.

My efforts, however, pale in compari-
son to those of Shirley David. She knits 
and crochets items to sell at craft fairs. 
While my knitting bag fits snuggly by the 
passenger’s seat, Shirley’s supplies and 

finished inventory takes up the back third 
of the motorcycle trailer they pull behind 
their motorhome. Her biggest sellers are 
crocheted pot scrubbers — she’s sold 
nearly 3,500 in the last five years — and 
stuffed animals that double as purses. 

NAIVE NO MORE
Thanks to these creative people, I have 
new ideas on how to spend those quiet 
days in my one wild and precious life. 

Muchas gracias, mis amigos. 
Shirley David crochetes purses that look 
like stuffed animals to sell at craft shows. 

Using a technique called Swedish weav-
ing, Mabel Becker made a table runner. 

PORTABLE PASTIMES
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I would like to show my personal appreciation for your continued loyalty by making current Roadside Assistance 
Members this offer – if you are not one of our thousands of members enrolled in automatic renewal, do so now and I 
will guarantee your membership dues for life. Specifically – I will guarantee $112.95 if you have Standard Roadside 
Assistance and $129.95 if you have Platinum Roadside Assistance. Automatic renewal means you NEVER have 
a gap in service, you NEVER have to worry about a price increase and you will NEVER receive another renewal 
notice again! Call 1-888-557-3442 to learn more.

Marcus Lemonis
Chief Executive Officer

AN OPEN LETTER TO OUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE MEMBERS
As an RV owner, you understand the importance of being prepared. You made a smart investment when you 
enrolled in Good Sam Roadside Assistance. One thing I feel strongly about and have a passion for is our Roadside 
Assistance product. As a member of the Roadside program myself, it is obvious to me why this is the best product 
available. This letter is not a sales pitch, it’s just an explanation of the facts to reaffirm your trust. On average, more 
than 1 in 3 RV owners will experience a roadside emergency this year. I did myself on the way from Chicago to 
Traverse City!

Although roadside assistance is something most people would rather purchase and then not have to worry about, 
you may find other services offering seemingly similar services. It is very important that you carefully review – on an  
Apples to Apples basis – what you are really getting for your money. We have worked very hard to enhance and 
improve this product. I am proud of the results.

Good Sam, guided by our management team, current members and Insurance experts around the country, has 
re-designed a road service program that uniquely meets the needs of RV owners like us. As you know, we handle 
other vehicles as well, like autos, trucks, and other household vehicles, but no one can match our expertise when it 
comes to RV’s. Compare that to another popular product, Coach-Net®, which is commonly available through dealers. 
Unlike Coach-Net®, Good Sam Roadside Assistance has been helping RV owners since 1984 with over 1.6 million 
roadside rescues, while servicing a customer base of close to 500,000 families.

That’s why I am suggesting you take a moment to review the benefits and compare them to any other product. On 
the following page, I have summarized the most critical emergency service standards. I think you’ll see that Good 
Sam Roadside Assistance will always be the right choice.

You have invested a great deal in your RV and by purchasing a quality roadside assistance program you have 
invested in your security. I’d like to highlight a few significant differences between Good Sam Roadside Assistance 
and the competition.

Good Sam has an exclusive Nationwide Brand Name Tire Delivery and Servicing Network – where we “bring  
the shop to you.” 40% of our claims every year are tire related! We are also working on a preventive program 
to avoid some of these unnecessary breakdowns.

 Good Sam’s Caller Locator uses cell phone GPS technology to pinpoint our members’ exact locations. This is 
important because RVers often travel to remote locations.  

 Good Sam’s RV Roadside Assistance Mobile App will allow you to request assistance at the touch of a button.

 And my personal promise, if you ever have an issue that is not resolved to your satisfaction, you can contact me 
directly at MarcusVIP@GoodSamFamily.com. I will take care of it myself, period. 
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GoodSamERS.comGoodSamERS.comGoodSamRoadside.com

EXCLUSIVE GOOD SAM BENEFITS

Nationwide Tire Delivery Network
Caller Locator Technology
Mobile Phone App
Sign & Drive Coverage in Mexico 
On Time Guarantee
Home & Vehicle Locksmith Service
Theft Reward 
Covers Sport Trailers (ATV & Motorcycle)
Fuel Delivery Including 5 Gallons Free
Vehicle Rental Discounts
Auto Service Discounts
Lodging Discounts

BASIC SERVICES

Unlimited Distance/Dollar Towing
Covers Spouse & Dependent Children
Operational & Technical Assistance 
by Certified RV Technicians
Coverage For Owned, Leased, Rented 
& Borrowed RVs, Household 
Vehicles & Motorcycles
Appointment Service
Mobile Mechanic
Jump Start/Battery Boost
Trip Interruption Assistance
Winching/Extraction
RV Concierge
Emergency Medical Referral

BASIC SERVICES

Unlimited Distance/Dollar Towing
Covers Spouse & Dependent Children
Operational & Technical Assistance 
by Certified RV Technicians
Coverage For Owned, Leased, Rented 
& Borrowed RVs, Household 
Vehicles & Motorcycles
Appointment Service
Mobile Mechanic
Jump Start/Battery Boost
Trip Interruption Assistance
Winching/Extraction
RV Concierge
Emergency Medical Referral

??

Coach-Net ®

Apples to Apples
It’s Easy. When you compare

GOOD SAM WINS every time

Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note:  All program 
benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure, which will be sent to you upon approval of your membership and is accessible at www.GoodSamERS.com/images/pdf/platinum_roadside.pdf

CALL 1-888-557-3442 TO ENROLL IN AUTO-RENEWAL AND GUARANTEE YOUR DUES FOR LIFE!
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by  MALIA LANE 

PORCUPINE
MOUNTAINS

RUGGED OLD-GROWTH FORESTS 
RUN ALONGSIDE THE PRISTINE 

SHORES OF LAKE SUPERIOR WITHIN 
THIS UPPER PENINSULA GEM

Waves roll in along the shores of 

Union Bay Modern Campground 

as the sun sets on Lake Superior.
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W
hen I started plan-
ning my summer of 
RVing around the 
Great Lakes in Mich-
igan, I shared my 
schedule and asked 

for feedback from other RVers and online 
friends. It was an ambitious itinerary be-
cause I wanted to see a lot of the state 
parks starting on the east side, through 
the Straits of Mackinac, the shores of the 
Upper Peninsula from end to end, into the 
Porcupine Mountains, then come back 
south along the west side — the “Gold 
Coast” of Michigan.

Many people said, “I can’t wait to 
hear what you think about the Porcupine 
Mountains; I have lived in Michigan for 
years and have never been over there.” I 
asked why, since everything I read made 
the Porcupine Mountains seem like an ab-
solute “must-see” in Michigan. They all 
agreed, but most people said they were 
perfectly happy with other places closer 
to their homes.

About halfway around the state, as I 
wondered if I had time to stick to my entire 
itinerary, I thought if I had to cut some-
thing, it would be the Porcupine Moun-
tains. Even now, it’s hard to fi nd words to 
express how glad I am that I didn’t make 
that cut. After I wound up spending about 
three weeks in the “Porkies” (its affec-
tionate nickname), all I can say is that’s 
as good a defi nition of neglect as I’ve ever 
heard — to have this resource in your own 
home state and not get to know it.

Majestic forests hug the shores of Lake 
of the Clouds, seen here from the main 
observation deck on the Escarpment Trail.

Visitors hunt for Lake Superior 
agate along the shores of Union 
Bay Modern Campground.
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The offi cial name is Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park 
and it certainly deserves the “wilderness” designation, containing 
60,000 acres with the largest tract of old-growth hardwood forests 
west of the Adirondacks. But as contradictory as it sounds, a big part 
of that attraction is that it is accessible wilderness. The roads getting 
there are sound; the scenery along the way spectacular, and the desti-
nation and all its attractions makes the journey more than worthwhile.

I was pleasantly surprised when I arrived at the park’s Union 
Bay Modern Campground. I thought since I would be way up in the 
mountains I would have to view the lake from a distance, so it was 
wonderful to discover the 100-site campground had some spaces with 
electricity suitable for large motorhomes right on the shores of pristine 
Lake Superior. The sunsets melting into the lake from the campground 
are breathtaking and rainbows make frequent appearances.

In expressing my delight with the park and all the activities and 
nearby attractions, and in sharing how so many longtime Michigan-
ders said they had never been here, Park Ranger Jimmy Newkirk told 
me he understood.

 “You have to really want to come here because it is not ‘on the 
way’ to anything else,” he said. He acknowledged that it’s more than 
40 miles to the nearest Walmart and his family really has to plan its 
shopping trips for major supplies, but he found the lifestyle here so 
compelling and peaceful, it was worth the extra efforts. Newkirk said 
it’s defi nitely “a park of contrasts” — wild and contemporary at the 
same time, a designated wilderness area with city water and modern 
conveniences. Really, what more could you ask for? It’s a true mecca 
for rock hounds and birders, fi shermen and hikers, and the park of-
fers organized and guided programs to accommodate these interests.

The nearby small town of Ontonagon offers enough shopping for 
most necessities, and there’s also a concession and souvenir store 
right by the campground entrance. There’s even a small laundry facil-
ity within the campground (just a couple washers and dryers, but still 
a great convenience). My cellphone and air card for Internet access, 
as well as satellite TV, worked great here, too.  

As it turned out, it was perfect timing for my arrival in the Por-
kies. Although I hadn’t planned on it as part of my visit, I arrived the 
day before the seventh annual Porcupine Mountains Music Festival 
held at the Winter Sports Complex within the state park, just about a 
mile from the campground. I hadn’t been to a live music fest in more 

The author rests alongside a cascading 
stream while visiting Michigan’s Presque Isle.

Enjoy the sights and sounds of Presque Isle’s waterfalls and 
cascades.

The Presque Isle River meets Lake Superior within 
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park.
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years than I care to admit, so I decided to 
take advantage of the great timing — yet 
another lucky decision.

The festival setting itself is quite 
gorgeous: on a hillside of Peace Hill that 
allows you to see the stage in the fore-
ground, with the sparkling vastness of 
Lake Superior as a backdrop. Ecologi-
cally responsible, the organizers of the 
festival have a self-imposed ticket limit 
of 1,250 per day to reduce the footprint 
on the park. When I was there, the crowd 
numbered in the low hundreds, and what 
a great group of folks they were, super 
friendly and fun. The grounds include a 
20,000-square-foot ski chalet with all the 
modern conveniences and food opportuni-
ties. But you can also bring your own cool-
ers with food and beverages, along with 
your own mats or chairs for seating. For an 
all around fun-fi lled family event, there’s 
also a children’s activity area.

There are two fully equipped stages, 
as well as the Busking Barn for acoustic 
performances where you can see the art-
ists up close, so there is always some-
thing to groove to. And with such diverse 
music styles — there was multicultural 
music, soulful New Orleans-style rhythm 
and blues, reggae, bluegrass, and even 
“Yooper” (U.P.) conga beats — there’s 

something for everyone to enjoy.
The three-day weekend, with the 

sights and sounds of music and the 
sometimes gentle and other times rau-
cous waves of Lake Superior, set among 
the breathtaking vistas of towering virgin 
timber, held some of the best times I’ve 
had in my 10 years of RVing around this 
country.

After the festival, I made my fi rst 
stop at the park’s extensive visitors cen-
ter and was intrigued by the short video 
that shared an overview and history of 
the Upper Peninsula, including its cop-
per mining and logging history, and a 
panoramic interpretation of the park with 
detailed maps and helpful rangers to as-
sist in planning any kind of outing you can 
dream of.

During the next couple of weeks I 
enjoyed nearby Presque Isle so much 
I wound up going back twice. The old-
growth hardwood trees rooted alongside 
the Presque Isle River here as it fl ows out 
into Lake Superior are the perfect com-
panions along the well-maintained paths, 
boardwalks and stairs, with the sweet 
song of waterfalls as nature’s musical ac-
companiment along the way.

One of the most popular spots and 
best-recognized photographs in the Por-
kies is Lake of the Clouds. As breathtak-
ing as it was in late summer, I had hoped 
to stay long enough to see the surround-
ing trees don their fall colors. There’s so 
much to explore within a reasonable dis-
tance, I could be happily occupied here 
for months. The weather was perfect in 
late August, and I was tempted to move 
here until I heard it’s not uncommon for 
300 inches of snow to fall per year.

Summit Peak is another well-known 
adventure in the Porkies, and as the high-

est point in the park at 1,958 feet, the 
view from the observation tower is not to 
be missed in any season.

Despite having to adjust my schedule 
for the rest of the trip, the Porkies ended 
up being my favorite stop in the entire 
state and the people of Michigan were 
some of the friendliest I’ve ever met. And 
even though I saw much more than I could 
have imagined, there was still so much I 
missed. I regretted having to leave and 
have often said since that I left part of my 
heart there. That’s why I’m already plan-
ning my next trip to the Porkies. 

The annual Porcupine Mountains Music 
Festival offers three days of live music 
across numerous genres.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

PORCUPINE MOUNTAINS 
WILDERNESS STATE PARK
906-885-5275,
www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails 
(click on Ontonagon County)

PORCUPINE MOUNTAINS 
WILDERNESS STATE PARK MUSIC 
FEST (AUG. 24-26)
800-344-5355,
www.porkiesfestival.org

Porcupine 
Mountains

The view from Summit 
Peak’s observation tower 
should not be missed.

Union Bay Modern Campground 
provides views of Lake Superior.
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ENDLESS FUN IN
WESTERN 
COLORADO

FROM GRAND JUNCTION TO 
GLENWOOD SPRINGS, THERE’S 

PLENTY TO ENJOY

by  MARY ZALMANEK
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RV sites along the Colorado River at Glenwood Canyon Resort offer a magnifi cent view 
of the canyon and the river.

I
n 2011, Rand McNally and USA 
Today named Glenwood Springs, 
Colo., the “Most Fun Town in the 
America.” Eighty miles to the west, 
Grand Junction lies at the heart of 
Colorado’s wine country. These are 

just two of the reasons my husband, Jim, 
and I decided to explore sites around 
these fun-fi lled towns, an area we’d often 
admired as we drove through in our motor-
home. Usually we’d stop to stock up on 
the bountiful harvest grown in the Grand 
Valley’s orchards, vineyards and farms or 
to soak in the Glenwood Hot Springs. This 
time we stayed long enough to appreciate 
more of what this area has to offer. 

We arrived in Grand Junction in 
mid-September, just in time for the last 
downtown farmers market of the summer. 
For 15 Thursday evenings between June 
and September, booths fi lled with local 
produce line four blocks of Main Street, 
with tree-ripened peaches being the star 
attraction. The sweet, juicy peaches grown 
in and around Palisade are known for their 
exceptional fl avor. But it’s more than fresh 
peaches, cherries, tomatoes and corn that 
make this community event special.

When I saw the belly dancers, I knew 
this was no ordinary farmers market. 
Sultan’s Pride, a Middle Eastern dance 
troupe, entertained the crowd. Merchants 
sold handcrafted jewelry and soaps. Palm 
readers predicted their clients’ futures 
and massage therapists offered free chair 
massages. Musicians performed next to a 
massive buffalo made entirely of chrome 
car bumpers.

The buffalo is part of Grand Junction’s 
Art on the Corner, a year-round outdoor 
sculpture exhibit. More than 100 sculp-

tures in various mediums and styles adorn 
Main Street. Three-quarters of the collec-
tion are permanent exhibits; the remainder 
is part of an annual temporary show.

West of Grand Junction, Colorado 
National Monument consists of 32 square 
miles of spectacular redrock canyons and 
towering monoliths. We drove the scenic 
23-mile Rim Rock Drive, stopping several 
times to hike the trails. The desert bighorn 
sheep that inhabit the monument stayed 
out of sight. Ravens, jays and canyon 
wrens perched in the pinyon pines and 
among the junipers. A lone golden eagle 
soared overhead, eyeing the chipmunks 
and squirrels. It was an awe-inspiring 
combination of wildlife and landscape.

The awe continued at the visitor cen-
ter, where we viewed a 12-minute ani-
mated fi lm that explained the 320-million 
year geologic history of the monument. 
Back when dinosaurs roamed the Earth, 

Sultan’s Pride, a Middle Eastern dance 
troupe, entertains the crowd at the 
Thursday night downtown farmers market 
in Grand Junction.
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“My favorite part of the trip?
Not having to pay for the part that broke!”

New diesel
engine $14,700

*All program benefits are subject to the limitations set forth in the current terms and conditions.  ADMH5049-Aug12  ©GSE 2012

Part of the joy of RVing is knowing a surprise lies around every corner.
Don’t let expensive RV repair be one of them. A breakdown is the very 

definition of an unpleasant surprise. Not paying for the repair can take the sting 

out of it. That’s the whole purpose of Good Sam’s Extended Service Plan (ESP). 

ESP is an actual insurance policy, drafted under stringent insurance regulations, 

which shields you from the high cost of RV repair. With ESP, if your vehicle breaks 

down, simply call us. You then choose your service facility, they fix it promptly 

and Good Sam pays them directly. No hassles, no gimmicks and no oppressive 

paperwork. And if you’re over 100 miles from home you can get up to $100 a 

day for a full 10 days for hotels, meals or rental cars. Get more information 

and a free quote from our RV-savvy customer service reps at 1-866-778-5049, 

or visit GoodSamESP.com. We help make molehills out of RV repair mountains.

1-866-778-5049
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-8 pm Central Time
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ancient mountains, rivers and seas shaped this land into the 
semi-desert it is today.  

Not far from the monument’s west entrance, in the town 
of Fruita, is Dinosaur Journey Museum. The collection includes 
real dinosaur bones, cast skeletons and robotic reconstructions 
of dinosaurs. A favorite of younger museum-goers is the life-size 
reconstruction of a Dilophosaurus, the largest carnivorous dino-
saur of the Early Jurassic period. This nasty fellow rears his head 
and spits a stream of water at children who line up to get sprayed. 
While the museum admits this venom-spitting behavior is pure 
speculation, the young boy I asked about it had this answer: “He 
spits to make kids laugh.”

The museum also offers family-oriented dinosaur digs. 
Dinosaur-loving adults and children, ages 5 and older, can dig 
for dinosaur bones and tracks in the area’s 150-million-year-old 
badlands. The half-day dig ($65 per person) included a tour of 
the Fruita Paleontological Area by a professional paleontologist 
and instructions for digging in a quarry famous for yielding many 
of the area’s most important fossils and transportation. The one-
day dig in Rabbit Valley ($125) also included lunch and a tour of 
the Dinosaur Journey Paleo lab. Three- and five-day expeditions 
are also offered. 

Grand Junction’s newest must-see attraction is Allen 
Unique Autos, which opened in 2010. You don’t have to be a 
car enthusiast to be wowed by Tammy Allen’s collection of more 
than 80 classic cars valued at $7 million. Her collection includes 
a pair of matching 1966 Mustang convertibles owned by Sonny 
and Cher, the ambulance believed to have transported President 
Kennedy’s casket following his assassination in 1963, and a 
1950 custom Mercury named the Wasabi for its pearl-green fin-
ish. Peek inside the Wasabi to see a pair of stiletto shoes painted 
to match the car — a showing of Tammy’s feminine touch in the 
male-dominated world of car collecting.

We timed our visit in sync with the Colorado Mountain Wine-
fest in Palisade, east of Grand Junction. This annual event is held 
the third weekend of September, with seminars and dinners held 
Thursday through Sunday. The main event is Saturday’s Festival 
in the Park. Fifty-six Colorado wineries offered samples. After 
tasting several wines, we ate lunch under a tree while listening 
to live music by Dotsero. The festival has something for everyone: 
grape stomping, booths of local arts and crafts, and chef dem-

onstrations. This year’s Winefest will be held September 13-16.
We already had a ton of fun, even before we got to Glen-

wood Springs. Glenwood Hot Springs, the world’s largest mineral 
hot springs pool, is a popular attraction. Discovered by the Ute 
Native American tribe thousands of years ago, it has provided 
year-round relaxation and healing ever since. The therapy pool 
is 104 degrees Fahrenheit, 100 feet long and contains 91,000 
gallons of water. I have fond memories of soaking in the therapy 
pool with snow gently 
falling after ski trips to 
nearby Aspen, Snow-
mass and Sunlight. The 
large pool, maintained 
at a comfortable 90-93 
degrees Fahrenheit, is 
405 feet long and 100 
feet wide, and contains 
1,071,000 gallons. 
After an hour of soak-
ing, our bodies felt re-
laxed and rejuvenated.

The facility also 
has a miniature golf 
course, water slides, 
athletic club, lodge 
and spa. The Spa of the Rockies was recently opened in the 
completely renovated historic bathhouse. If you are in the mood 
for pampering, the spa has a full menu of massages, facials and 
other body treatments. 

The infamous gunslinger Doc Holliday, who suffered from 

tuberculosis, came to Glenwood Hot Springs near the end of 
his life to ease his symptoms. Soaking in highly concentrated 
mineral water is thought to have many health benefits, but these 
medicinal waters were no cure for TB. Holliday died at age 36 
in 1887 and was buried in Linwood Cemetery along with the 
pioneers of Glenwood. We embarked on the short steep hike 
to Doc Holliday’s memorial. Perched on a hillside overlooking 
Glenwood Springs, the cemetery rewards history buffs with in-
teresting headstones and nature lovers with a stunning view of 
the Roaring Fork Valley.

Another short but steep hike is the path to Hanging Lake, 
east of Glenwood on Interstate 70. The trail rises more than 1,000 

Colorado National Monument consists of 32 square miles of 
spectacular redrock canyons and towering monoliths.

Glenwood Hot Springs, the world’s 
largest mineral hot springs pool, spans 
two city blocks.

Gunfighter Doc Holliday (1851-1887) is buried in the Linwood 
Cemetery along with other pioneers of Glenwood. 

ENDLESS FUN IN WESTERN COLORADO
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feet in just over a mile. We arrived, already 
breathless, for a breathtaking view of wa-
terfalls cascading into a crystal clear lake. 
Hanging Lake trailhead is at exit 125, 
which is accessible from eastbound I-70.

History buffs and art enthusiasts may 
also enjoy a short journey 30 miles south 
of Glenwood to the village of Redstone. 
Established in the late 19th century by in-
dustrialist John Cleveland Osgood as part 
of a coal mining enterprise, Redstone was 
recognized as a National Historic District 
in 1989. Today Redstone’s main street is 
lined with working artists’ studios, fine art 
galleries and antique shops.

Back in Glenwood, we spent a fun-
filled afternoon at Glenwood Caverns Ad-
venture Park. Visitors enter the park via 
a 4,300-foot-long scenic tram ride. Even 
though it had been decades since I’d rid-
den — or had the desire to ride — thrill 
rides, I had no fear as we flew through the 
air on the Soaring Eagle Zip Ride. The 
Giant Canyon Swing, however, was another 
story. Swinging through the air at 50 MPH, 
1,300 feet above the Colorado River, had 
me screaming like a scared little girl. Once 
was enough for me, but the 20-something 
couple after us was back for a fifth time.  

Glenwood Caverns has the first 4-D 
theater in Colorado, with moving seats, sur-
round sound and special effects that make 
you feel like part of the movie. We tried 
“Snow Ride,” racing through snow-covered 
mountains with snow blowing in our faces.

Charles Darrow opened Glenwood 
Caverns to tourists in the 1890s. Thanks to 
contemporary scientific cave preservation 
methods, much of the cave looks the same 
as it did over a century ago, but it’s much 

easier to explore. Easy ac-
cess, electric lights and 
well-maintained walk-
ways made simple work 
of our 70-minute walking 
tour of the living cave. 
The highlight was a room 
called King’s Row, with 
massive stalactites and 
stalagmites.

Glenwood Springs 
is a bike-friendly com-
munity with an extensive 
network of trails. The 
Glenwood Canyon Path, a 
popular paved trail, runs 
for 16 miles along I-70. 

Rugged canyon walls rising high above the 
Colorado River make this section of high-
way one of the most picturesque in the In-
terstate Highway System.

We studied the Trail & City Map pub-
lished by the Glenwood Springs Chamber 
Resort Association to find a bike trail. From 
our RV site at the Glenwood Canyon Resort, 
we explored the Glenwood Springs River 
Trail, a relatively flat paved trail that runs 
along the Roaring Fork River. 

As we were heading back to the RV 
park, we noticed some paragliders who had 
taken off from Red Mountain. We stopped 
to watch and snap a few pictures. I’d al-
ways enjoyed watching, but never consid-
ered doing it. I overheard one man say this 
was his first tandem flight and the highlight 
of his vacation. His companion, more ex-
perienced with two flights under his belt, 
said it was the most thrilling thing he had 
ever done.

I decided to find the owner of Adven-
ture Paragliding, Pine Pienaar, and ask 
him a few questions for any thrill-seekers 
who read MotorHome. Pienaar told me 
the basics: $149 for a 15- to 25-minute 
tandem flight, no experience necessary. 
In a tandem flight, a certified professional 
pilot carries one passenger. Pienaar has 
completed more than 6,000 flights with 
a perfect safety record and his clients 
have ranged in age from 2 to 92. My just-
the-facts interview was interrupted by a 
68-year-old woman who decided to book 
her first tandem flight.

As I thanked Pienaar for his time he 
said, “You should try it. You can’t really 
write about it unless you do it.” Right, I 
thought, when I’m 92.

That night at the RV park, we built 
a campfire by the Colorado River. We 
reminisced about our experiences. We did  
everything we intended to do and loved 
every minute of it. A train passed by on 
the other side of the river, drowning out 
our conversation. In that pause, I wondered 
what it would have been like to soar like a 
bird and see the valley far below me. 

Maybe next time I’ll do it. It would be 
fun. Yes, next time. Definitely. Maybe. 

The Giant Canyon Swing at Glenwood Adventure Park 
swings through the air at 50 MPH 1,300 feet above the 
Colorado River. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

COLORADO MOUNTAIN WINEFEST
800-704-3667, 
www.coloradowinefest.com

COLORADO NATIONAL MONUMENT
970-858-3617, www.nps.gov/colm

DINOSAUR JOURNEY MUSEUM
970-858-7282,
www.museumofwesternco.com

GLENWOOD CANYON  
RESORT AND RV PARK
800-958-6737,  
www.glenwoodcanyonresort.com

GLENWOOD CAVERNS  
ADVENTURE PARK
800-530-1635, 
www.glenwoodcaverns.com

GLENWOOD HOT SPRINGS
800-537-7946, 
www.hotspringspool.com

GLENWOOD SPRINGS CHAMBER 
RESORT ASSOCIATION
970-948-4923,  
www.visitglenwood.com

GRAND JUNCTION VISITOR  
& CONVENTION BUREAU
800-962-2547,
www.visitgrandjunction.com

Glenwood 
Springs

ENDLESS FUN IN WESTERN COLORADO
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NOT BLOWN AWAY BY THE AIRFLOW FROM YOUR ROOF VENT? LIFE 
CAN BE A BREEZE WITH THESE POWERED ROOF FANS IN YOUR COACH

Y
our motorhome can be many 
things: home base during 
much-needed vacations, a 
guest bedroom, a mobile 
office or even a permanent 
dwelling. But, when the 

summer heat settles in and the sun shows 
no mercy, making your motor home cool 
is often difficult. Of course, flipping the 
switch on the air conditioner (sometimes 
two, depending on coach size) is usually a 
quick solution, but that requires 120-volt 
AC power or an AC generator. So, if you’re 
not hooked up to shorepower, you plan on 
being away from the coach for most of the 
day and don’t want to run your genset to 
burn fuel, it becomes even more impor-
tant to have a roof vent/fan that can move 
a considerable amount of air without run-
ning down the house batteries.

Opening a vent and/or running the 
fan won’t exactly help the climate inside 
reach frigid temperatures, but a well-
placed fan and a few open windows to 
create a cross-breeze can keep the temps 
at a manageable — and hospitable — 
level, for you and for any four-legged fam-
ily members that may accompany you. 
Sometimes, that’s all it takes to keep you 
at the campsite rather than packing up 
and heading for cooler environs.

There are many types of roof fans, 
with varying degrees of functionality. 

KEEP YOUR
COOL

by  KRISTOPHER BUNKER 
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Some are straightforward air movers, 
while others include high-tech sys-
tems with rain sensors that will shut 
off and close down when the clouds 
roll in. However, they all fit basically 
the same template: they’re low-battery-
draw units that will fit into a standard 
14-inch roof opening; they can often 
be found in the bathroom and the gal-
ley, and sometimes over the living area; 

and they’re downright life savers when 
it comes to the sweltering dog days of 
summer.

Following are some top fans from the 
“Big Three” of the fan segment, and with 
a little follow-up research on the phone, at 
your local Camping World store or even at 
www.motorhomemagazine.com, we’re 
sure you can find the perfect model to 
fit your needs and your budget.
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www.towdemco.com

888-689-1810
Boyden • Iowa

Proud to be serving 
our customers

since 1964.

Perhaps the most recognizable name in 
the roof-fan segment, Fan-Tastic Vents of-
fers a wide variety of fans designed to keep 
things cool. The 6600R High Powered 
Vent Fan is Fan-Tastic’s top-of-the-line 
model and provides 14 speeds and up to 
920 cubic-feet-per-minute air circulation. 
The radio frequency (RF) handheld remote 
allows users to activate the fan and raise 
the dome by pressing the mode pad. The 
unit’s automatic mode allows users to se-
lect a comfort setting, and the blades will 
automatically turn on, off, increase or de-
crease speed to maintain the temperature 
choice. The 6600R vent is equipped with 
a reversible airflow switch and a rain sen-
sor, which closes the dome and turns off 
the fan blade when the sensor becomes wet 
(the dome reopens when the sensor dries). 
A rain sensor shut off switch and a backup 
manual dome open/close knob are also 
provided. MSRP starts at $258.99. Not 
ready to lay down that much cash? Owners 
of standard Fan-Tastic vents can upgrade 
their existing models to a 6600R using a 
kit ($155-$185).

Other Fan-Tastic models offer the 
same level of performance, with a decrease 
in cost based on the amount of included 

features. The 6000RBTA 
($216.99-$230.99) features 

three fan blade speeds, a reverse 
switch, a built-in thermostat, automatic 
dome open/close switch and a rain sensor.  
The 5000RBT ($169.99-$180.99) offers 
the same functions, less the auto lifting 
dome and the rain sensor, while the 400R 
is a three-speed fan with a manual-lifting 
knob ($149.99-$155.99).

Fan-Tastic also offers the portable 
Endless Breeze, a high-volume, 12-volt  
DC fan operating with a three-speed, 12-
inch blade. Standing only 14 inches tall 
on retractable legs, it travels and stores 
easily and weighs less than 5 pounds. The 
Endless Breeze offers air movement of up 
to 900 CFM, and can be powered by any 
12-volt DC power source. Plus, the End-
less Breeze is equipped with an innovative 
pet-friendly feature, the Swing-Out Hanger 
Arm, which allows easy attachment of the 
fan to the side or front of your pet crate. 
MSRP: $54.99-$67.99.
Fan-Tastic Vents, a division of Atwood 
Mobile Products, 800-521-0298, 
www.fantasticvent.com

Atwood/Fan-Tastic Fan
6600R High 
Powered Vent Fan

5000 RBT

Endless Breeze
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It’s a matter of comfort

   
©201  Aqua-Hot Heating Systems Inc.

(800) 685-4298 or (303) 659-8221     www.aquahot.com

Comfort Zone #4: Fume Free

Noxious fumes have no place in your RV now
that Aqua-Hot Heating Systems has advanced Low
Emissions technology. Even warmth plus efficient
operation equals a very satisfying cup of coffee.

Look for Aqua-Hot Comfort Zones™  
On Board these fine coaches:

Vortex fans from Heng’s Industries offer 
an affordable upgrade to improve coach 
air circulation. The fans are easy to install 
without compromising the rooftop seal, 
and work with a variety of powered vents, 
including those from Ventline, Jensen and 
Elixir. The entry-level Vortex I is a single-
speed fan with a 9-inch blade; Vortex II 
offers three forward speeds and two in re-
verse; Vortex III is a single-speed fan with 
a 12-inch blade; and Vortex IV features 
three forward speeds and one reverse, with 
a 12-inch blade. All Vortex fan speeds are 
188-cubic-feet-per-minute circulation, 
and the self-centering metal base is de-
signed with radius corners for improved 
aesthetics. Installation is simple and only 
requires a Phillips screwdriver, according 
to the company. Vortex fans are available 
at Camping World stores, with MSRPs be-
ginning at $74.99.
Heng’s Industries, 877-295-1205, 
www.hengsindustries.com

Heng’s 
Industries

Vortex II

Vortex 
Vent
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The MaxxFan is available in a variety of 
functionalities, from the Standard model 
(manual or remote-operated, $249.95-
$349.95) to the Deluxe Remote Control 

unit and all the 
way up to the 
Turbo/Maxx. All 
MaxxFans provide 
more than 900 
cubic-feet-per-
minute air cir-
culation to keep 

users comfortable and control odors in-
side. Each model features a fuse-protected, 
sealed-ball-bearing, 12-volt DC fan motor 
and a 12-inch, 10-blade fan, in addition 

to an easy-to-clean keypad to control the 
thermostat and air intake and exhaust 
functions. An easy-to-remove insect 
screen aids in cleaning and maintenance. 
The remote-controlled units also feature a 
rain sensor. MaxxAir’s remote can be used 
to turn the fan on/off and select any of 
10 fan speeds, open/close the vent lid, 
reverse the fan from intake to exhaust and 
place the fan in Auto (thermostat) Mode. 

When Auto Mode is selected, the initial 
set point is 78 degrees Fahrenheit and 
can be adjusted in 1-degree increments. 
During Auto Mode, the fan changes speed 
automatically as the cabin temperature 
nears the thermostat set point. The Maxx-
Fan Deluxe ($322.95-$416.95) is an 
all-in-one ventilator system that features 
a high-powered 10-speed fan. The Turbo/
Maxx ($255-$305) features a 4-amp 
motor to drive the fan, which is actually 
mounted along with the motor outside the 
coach to reduce noise. All MaxxFans are 
backed by a two-year limited warranty, 
with a limited lifetime warranty available 
on the lid. MaxxAir Vent Corporation, 
800-780-9893, www.maxxair.com 

MaxxAir Vent Corporation

MaxxAir 
Turbo/Maxx

MaxxAir Turbo/Maxx manual control

MaxxAir Turbo/Maxx remote control
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Imagine what you could do with a vehicle that has the spacious comfort and convenience
of a larger motorhome but with much better fuel economy and driveability. W hether

driving cross-country or just cross-town, enjoy the convenience of having your own
kitchen, bathroom, changeroom, family room and bedroom in a vehicle that fits

in a normal parking space and can be used as a second car. 

To find out why Roadtrek is the #1 selling North
American class B motorhome (camper van), visit us
at www.roadtrek.com/MHM or call us toll free at 
1-888-ROADTREK (762-3873).

15 to 22 miles per gallon 
Easy to drive & park, use everyday
Available in four-wheel-drive
Automotive styling (helps avoid RV parking 
restrictions, keep it at home)
Seats up to 7
Comfortable to drive in 
Comfortable to live in 
Bathroom with shower 
Separate eating & sleeping areas 
Sleeps up to 4 
Up to king-size bed 
4 year/48,000 mile motorhome warranty

Fuel Efficient Motorhomes
You’ll Love to Drive.
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IMPROVING 
ROAD MANNERS

by  KEN FREUND 

INCREASE MOTORHOME STABILITY WITH HELLWIG SWAY BARS
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S
ome motorhomes can 
be a real handful while 
driving on twisty roads 
or in windy, gusty condi-
tions. They’re high pro-
file, have long rear over-

hangs and huge side surface areas, all 
of which subject them to the powerful 
forces of wind and gravity — and the 
subsequent rocking, leaning and sway-
ing on the road. 

Many motorhome chassis, includ-
ing the Ford F53, Workhorse W20/W22 
series, and GM P-chassis, are not facto-
ry-equipped with anti-sway bars, which 
resist body lean and help stabilize the 
ride. Some motorhome chassis come 
with a stock front bar but it’s often so 
small it can’t do an effective job with a 
big coach. Many coach owners ask me 
for advice on how to cure these mala-
dies. I like sway bars, because unlike 
more rigid springs or shock absorbers, 
they resist leaning without stiffening 
the ride, so there’s no increase in ride 
harshness.

I recently visited Hellwig Indus-
tries, a family owned business that de-
signs and manufactures sway bars for 
original equipment manufacturers and 
the aftermarket, along with a variety of 
suspension upgrades. Hellwig has been 
in business for more than 60 years, 
and Hellwig Products are 100 percent 
American made at the company’s fa-
cility in Visalia, Calif. We took a tour 
of the manufacturing facilities, where 
Hellwig makes its components, going 
from raw steel to the finished products. 
I was impressed to find virtually every 
step is done in-house, something that 
not only allows Hellwig to control qual-
ity but also creates local jobs.

While at Hellwig’s headquarters, I 
was able to test drive a 32-foot 2010 
Winnebago Vista Class A motorhome on 
a Workhorse W22 chassis, which was 

From top left to bottom: The mounting 
plate is installed using existing holes and 
fasteners. Vertical outer links are then 
mounted with through-bolts. Sway bar 
outer ends are attached to the vertical 
links. The inner mounting points for the 
sway bar are bolted to their mounting 
plates. Finished front sway bar installa-
tion is clean, simple and sturdy.

FRONT INSTALLATION IMPROVING ROAD MANNERS
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there for a sway bar installation. The 
owner felt his coach leaned and was 
unstable as it came from the factory; 
he opted for Hellwig sway bars in the 
front and rear. I drove the coach before 
and after the installation on a variety of 
roads, from smooth and straight high-
ways to bumpy and twisty backroads. 
While it wasn’t as bad as some I have 
driven, there was definitely room for 
improvement.

Installation takes several hours, 
but doesn’t require any welding or cut-
ting. All the needed parts, brackets 
and hardware come in the kits, and 
they’re designed to use existing holes 
in the frame. An advanced do-it-your-
selfer could complete the installation 
at home, but it is considerably easier 
if you can put the motorhome on a lift 
and use air tools, so it’s best to leave 
it to a professional.

Hellwig’s sway bar kit (No. 7218) 
was installed in front; it has a suggest-
ed installation time of one to two hours 
and a  retail price of $895.28. A No. 
7237 sway bar kit was used at the rear. 
It has a three- to-four-hour suggested 
installation time, and its retail price is 
$1,012.06. (Labor is extra, based on 
local rates.) Everything fit properly and 
actual installation time (with two tech-
nicians) was considerably shorter. The 
finished installations look like original 
equipment, with sturdy, well-fabricat-
ed brackets and should last the life of 
the motorhome. Occasional bushing 
replacement (same as with OEM units) 
is the only long-term wear-and-tear 
maintenance consideration. 

During my test drive after the in-
stallation, I was impressed by the im-
provement in handling, particularly 
the decreased leaning in corners. This 
should enable drivers to cope with 
cross winds, gusts from passing trucks, 
twisty roads and highway driving for a 

From top left to bottom: The cross brace 
is bolted in place. The baseplates mount 
under the springs, using the U-bolts to 
hold them in place. The sway bar ends 
are attached to the outer links. The outer 
links are attached to the baseplates. 
Completed rear sway bar installation is 
robust and should be long lasting.

REAR INSTALLATION IMPROVING ROAD MANNERS
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IMPROVING ROAD MANNERS

more relaxed and stable driving experi-
ence.

Sway bar kits are offered for pop-
ular Ford F53, Workhorse W20/W22 
series, and GM P-chassis, along with 
older Dodge chassis. Hellwig also of-
fers trac bars, which complement its 
motorhome sway bars. The rear trac 
bars are designed to control side-to-
side movement of the axle along with 
the vehicle’s leaf springs, as they align 
and maintain the axle laterally under 
the frame. Hellwig’s trac bars also 
allow for installation with common 
hand tools. They are available for Ford 
F53 chassis and Workhorse W20/W22 
chassis and Hellwig recommends they 
be used with sway bars. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

HELLWIG PRODUCTS CO.
800-435-5944,
www.hellwigproducts.com
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ADVENTURE 
RUNS IN OUR VEINS

© 2012 Monaco RV LLC. All rights reserved.

At Holiday Rambler ® we’re celebrating our 60th anniversary 
by blazing new trails. Thanks to our merger with Navistar® 
— a pioneering American company with vast experience 
engineering trucks, buses, defense vehicles, and engines — 
we’re bringing over 180 years of innovation and experience to 
our premier line of RVs.

Our latest coaches bring aerodynamic designs, fuel-ef  cient 
MaxxForce® engines, and advanced cockpit ergonomics to 
the recreational vehicle industry. And each one is assembled 
in our state-of-the-art factory in Indiana.

After 60 years in the industry, we remain as passionate as 
ever about creating an RV experience you’ll never forget. 
As always, we’ve packed our vehicles with features you’re 
bound to love as you explore new horizons. And we can’t 
wait to show you the exciting RVs rolling off our line for 
2013. To start your journey, visit holidayrambler.com
 

PG57_MONOCO.indd   57 5/25/12   9:04 AM

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com
http://www.holidayrambler.com


58 August 2012 l MOTORHOME

P
H

O
TO

S
: 

E
. 

D
O

N
 S

M
IT

H

p56x61-MH1208-DIY Gear lube-EH.indd   58 5/30/12   9:57 AM

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com


59MOTORHOME l August 2012

I
n all my years of being around 
motorhomes, I have never heard 
anyone talk about the performance 
of the rear axle of their coach, nor 
have I heard anyone at a rally speak 
about how smooth and trouble free 

their axle was. On the other hand, it’s not 
uncommon to hear owners boast about 
their diesel generator and announce that 
they used it for seven days straight dur-
ing their last boondocking adventure. 
We’ve all heard fellow drivers brag about 
the quiet performance of their big diesel 
engine and transmission as they crested a 
steep mountain range, but when it comes 
time to discuss the various aspects of a 
motorhome, the rear axle takes a back 
seat to nearly everything in the coach.

Despite the uncelebrated nature of the 
rear axle, there is one thing we can promise 
you: if it fails, the entire trip will come to a 
halt. The rear axle in most modern motor-
homes is a massive hunk of metal contain-
ing a critical set of gears that serves as the 
final drive of your coach. All the torque 
of the engine is transmitted through the 
transmission and then to the driveshaft, 
which drives the rear axle. The purpose of 
the rear axle is to convert the torque of the 
rotating driveshaft and change it to forward 
motion by connecting the driveshaft to the 
rear wheel/tire assembly. 

Inside of that big metal housing in 
front of your rear-mounted engine is, of 
course, the gearset that serves as the re-
ducer, which means it converts X number 

of input revolutions into a different number 
of output revolutions. In the case of this 
motorhome, which rides on a Freightliner 
XC chassis with a 20,000-pound rear axle, 
the ratio is 4.63-to-1. This ratio means that 
for one rotation of the rear wheel it requires 
4.63 input/driveshaft revolutions. This ef-
fectively multiplies the engine torque by 
this ratio. The large housing of the rear axle 
not only protects the axle gears from con-

tamination, it also holds a large reservoir 
of oil that serves several functions. The 
specially formulated axle oil not only lubri-
cates the gears, it also serves as a coolant, 
cleaner and a protectant.

Gear oils contain a variety of additives 
that serve different functions such as rust 
inhibitors, dispersants, friction modifiers, 
foam inhibitors, anti-wear agents and ex-
treme pressure additives. Since there is 

by  E. DON SMITH

KEEP THE GEARS
TURNING

A DIY GUIDE TO CHANGING YOUR  
MOTORHOME’S REAR AXLE FLUID

Safety is the most important aspect of this project, so before you even think about 
crawling under the coach remember it is not safe to only rely on the motorhome leveling 
jacks. You may use them to lift the motorhome, but you need to also place jack stands 
under the frame rails. The jack stands must be of sufficient capacity to support the 
entire rear axle load. In the case of this coach, the rear axle load is 20,000 pounds and 
these jacks are rated at 12 tons or 24,000 pounds. You must also use tire chocks to 
ensure the motorhome can’t roll while you’re under there.
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not an oil pump inside the rear axle, the 
oil is splashed on the gears as they rotate 
while partially submerged in the oil. Rear 
axle oil is thick and contains lots of sulfur 
and phosphorus, which explains its strong 
smell when compared to engine oil.

Another difference in the rear axle 
and the engine is there is no filtration 

system in the axle. This means that for-
eign debris that comes off a gear — such 
as a chip or a shaving of metal — stays 
there until the fluid is changed. The only 
mechanism of capturing ferrous particles 
is magnets that are typically part of the 
drain and fill plugs. This allows anything 
that contains iron to stick to those mag-

Once the safety jacks are positioned 
and your coach is level, use a creeper if 
you have one or crawl under the coach 
slightly in front of the rear axle. Position 
a large drain pan directly under the rear 
axle where you will see the drain plug as 
shown here. This one required a ½-inch 
ratchet drive to loosen it. Remove the 
drain plug and prepare for the fluid to 
rapidly drain from the axle.

Before After

After removing the drain plug you need to completely clean it because it contains a 
magnet that is present to capture any ferrous metals that are floating in the axle hous-
ing. We used brake cleaner and a small toothbrush to facilitate cleaning.
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nets and prevents them from circulating 
inside where the gears mesh.

Even though the axle is sealed and 
not subjected to the byproducts of com-
bustion like the engine oil, there is still 
a need to change the oil per the manu-
facturer’s schedule. One of the biggest 
sources of contamination on motorhome 
axles is from moisture. Since the typical 
motorhome spends a fair amount of time 
parked, this allows moisture to condense 
inside the housing. When the coach is in 
use the oil heats up, which helps drive off 
this moisture, but after a period of time the 
oil needs changing even if it is not used 
very often.

Depending on the maintenance 
schedule published by your chassis 
manufacturer, on occasion you will need 
to drain and refi ll the rear axle fl uid. The 
good news is this is a simple project and 
anyone capable of changing the oil in a car 
will be able to complete this task. For the 
Meritor rear axle found in this Freightliner 
chassis, the suggested change interval is 
annually or a maximum of 50,000 miles 
when using petroleum based oil, or every 
three years or a maximum of 250,000 
miles when using full synthetic oil.

Since we prefer less crawling under 
the coach and less frequent maintenance 
work as opposed to more, we chose the 
synthetic option when selecting our re-
placement gear oil. When choosing the 
lubricant for your coach, make sure it 
meets the manufacturer’s specifi cations. 
Each chassis manufacturer uses different 
brands and types of axles, which often 
have different specifi cations for their rear 
axle oil, so double check your specs be-
fore you trot down to the local auto parts 
store and purchase the wrong lube. Some 

Also on the rear axle, 
about halfway up, will 
be the fi ll plug, which 
needs to be removed 
and cleaned. Be sure to 
clean the fi ll hole area 
before removing the 
plug. This will prevent 
any foreign debris from 
fi nding its way into the 
housing during the refi ll-
ing process. We used 
brake cleaner and a 
shop towel before remov-
ing the plug, which 
required a 5/8-inch open-
end wrench.

Before starting the fi lling process, we used 
a calibrated measuring container to obtain 
the exact quantity of oil this axle required 
and left that amount in the drum. This, 
along with the fi ll hole verifi cation we will 
cover later, will prevent any chance of 
under-fi lling the axle. After installing the 
drain plug it’s time to refi ll the rear axle. 
Since this process relies on the fl uid level 
inside the housing, the rig must be as level 
as possible to ensure a precise level of oil.

Once the oil has completely emptied into 
the drain pan and you have cleaned the 
drain plug, reinstall it into the bottom of 
the axle housing and torque it to 35 ft-lb 
(check the specs for your axle). Permatex 
makes a gear oil sealant that helps seal 
the threads on the drain and fi ll plugs to 
prevent seepage since there is no gasket 
or crush washer on this type of plug. Be 
sure to move the now full drain pan out 
of the way to prevent an accidental spill. 
Rear axle fl uid is thick and hard to clean 
up, so you don’t want it on your driveway.
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motor homes use limited slip rear axles 
that have special additive requirements, 
which is why it is critical that you check 
your chassis manufacturer’s recommen-
dations for the exact axle in your coach.

Using our motorhome as the example, 
it has a Meritor 19-145 rear axle and Meri-
tor requires the replacement lube meet the 
following specs: GL-5, O76-N (which is 
the Arvin Meritor Specifi cation), and SAE 
J2360. Another spec you may see listed is 
MIL 2105D (or E), which is now replaced 
with SAE J2360. We went to Meritor’s web-
site and located the approved oil list for this 
particular axle and selected Mobil Delvac 
Synthetic Gear Oil in 75W-90 viscosity. 
This product is on the list for extended 
drain approved oils, which is in Table C of 
Meritor’s TP-9539.

These heavy-duty gear oils are best 
found at com-
mercial truck 
service or parts 
stores and we 
made our pur-
chase of 5 gal-
lons at a local 
truck service 
center for less 
than $200. No 
matter what the 
local dealer tells 
you, don’t buy 
and install gear 
oil not specifi-

cally approved for your application. The ap-
provals for each brand and type of gear oil 
are found on the oil manufacturer’s website 
and on the product container.

Next you will need to determine the ca-
pacity of your axle. If it is not listed in your 
chassis owner’s manual, you can contact 

the company directly, just as we did. Armed 
with the VIN number for this motorhome, 
we placed a call to Freightliner’s help line 
and were advised the exact model of the rear 
axle and its capacity.

After obtaining the correct lube and the 
capacity of your axle, all you need are lots 
of shop rags, a drain pan large enough for 
your rear axle, jack stands and basic tools 
to remove the fi ll and drain plugs. A rolling 
dolly creeper makes the job a lot easier, too.

One thing to keep in mind when deal-
ing with a typical rear-engine diesel mo-
torhome is that unlike a car, truck or SUV 
where the engine is in front of the rear axle, 
the rear engine diesel motorhome has the 
engine behind the rear axle, therefore the 
fi ll hole is actually on the side of the hous-
ing toward the front of the coach, not the 
back. The opposite is true for front-engine 
motorhomes. With that tip in mind, you’re 
ready to get started.

Top: To get the 5 gallon drum of oil under 
the coach and into position close enough 
for the hand pump to reach, we had to roll 
the drum on its side and then stand it up 
once it was clear of the frame and other 
obstacles in front of the axle. Above: Next, 
insert the discharge end of the hose into 
the fi ll hole of the axle housing and plan 
to spend the next 20 to 30 minutes hand 
pumping the viscous fl uid in to the sump. 
Be patient, as this will take a while.
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As you near the end of the fi lling you may start to see a little seepage out of the 
fi ll hole indicating the fl uid level is at or very near the bottom of the hole. This is a 
good sign and the proper level is obtained when you can insert your fi nger into the 
fi ll hole and detect the presence of the oil at or just below the hole. 

Finally, we reinstalled the clean fi ll plug 
into the housing and torqued it to 35 
ft-lb; again, you will need to check the 
specs on your model. Because of the 
seepage of oil on the housing, we took a 
few minutes and sprayed the axle hous-
ing and wiped it down with brake clean-
er. This allows for a later visual inspec-
tion for leaks without wondering if the 
drops are residual from the service job 
or from a true leaky drain plug. Like any 
good do-it-yourself mechanic, you will 
want to empty your drain pan into the 
now empty drum that your new oil came 
in and take it to a recycling center. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

FREIGHTLINER CUSTOM 
CHASSIS CORP. 
800-385-4357,
www.freightlinerchassis.com

MERITOR INC.
866-668-7221,
www.meritor.com

MOBIL DELVAC
www.mobil.com/USA-English-LCW/
heavydutyengineoils.aspx
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snapshot   by LAURA MICHAELS

Built-to-order, factory-direct motorhomes have 
been the business model of Lazy Daze Inc. for 56 years. 
The Class C manufacturer has staked its reputation in 
quality workmanship and claims selling directly from 
the factory allows it to offer high-quality, well-equipped 
coaches at competitive prices. 

With a base price of $80,250, Lazy Daze’s 24-Foot 
Twin King Bed fi nds itself at 
the higher end of the Class C 
market. But a review of the con-
struction, fl oorplan and stan-
dard features shows you get 
what you pay for with this 2012 
model. 

   Like all Lazy Daze’s motor-
homes,    the 24-Foot Twin King 
is built on a Ford E-450 Super 
Duty chassis and,    like all its 
24-foot models,    the Twin King 
is equipped with a 5.4-L V-8 
engine (a 6.8-L V-10 is option-
al). All Lazy Daze coaches are 
manufactured with sectional 
aircraft aluminum side panels, 
so each one can be replaced 
separately in case of a major 
accident or damage. The one-
piece painted aluminum roof 
is sun and tear resistant, and 

LAZY DAZE 24-FOOT TWIN KING BED
VERSATILE FLOORPLAN PROVIDES 

PLENTY OF OPTIONS WITHIN THIS CLASS C

WHEELBASE: 158"

FRESHWATER CAP: 50 GAL

GRAY-WATER CAP: 32 GAL

BLACK-WATER CAP: 28 GAL

LP-GAS CAP: 14 GAL

BASE MSRP: $80,250

CHASSIS: FORD E-450 SUPER DUTY

ENGINE: 5.4-L V-8, 255 HP

FUEL: 55 GAL

GVWR: 14,050 LBS

EXTERIOR LENGTH: 23' 11"

EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8' 3"

EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 10' 3"

LAZY DAZE

800-578-1103, WWW.LAZYDAZE.COM

August 2012 l MOTORHOME
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the reinforced steel frame comes with a 
lifetime warranty to the original owner. 
Generously sized thermal pane windows 
help bring the outdoors in while on the 
road.

Lazy Daze is one of a few motorhome 
manufacturers to not offer a slideout, 
but with this versatile fl oorplan that’s no 
problem. The large rear dinette area — 
surrounded by three of those aforemen-
tioned large windows — doubles as the 
bedroom, with sofa twin beds that can 
be combined to create an oversized king 
bed. Relax in front of the 24-inch LED 
fl at-screen TV, which is mounted on a 
swivel arm, and maintain a comfortable 
interior temperature using the 15,000-
Btu air conditioner with heat pump.

Granite fi nish countertops and a 
double sink give the Twin King’s kitchen 
a residential feel, while the microwave, 
three-burner range and oven — all 
standard — provide plenty of options 
for meal preparation. A 6-cubic-foot 
Dometic refrigerator completes the 
kitchen, which is illuminated by LED 

light fi xtures.
The Twin King provides ample 

overhead storage, along with a double 
wardrobe and galley vanity. The interior 
is one of real wood cabinetry in either 
maple or cherry fi nishes.

A cabover queen mattress folds 
out of the way for easy access to the 
high back front seats (Ultraleather is 
optional). Located behind the captain’s 
chair, the bathroom offers a shower with 
double dome skylight, porcelain toilet, 
sink with mirror and a medicine cabi-
net. One of three Fan-Tastic roof vents 
can be found in the bathroom, with the 
others located in the galley and cab. To 
clean up before coming inside, consider 
the optional outside shower with insu-
lated door.

A 4,000-kW Onan gas generator is 
standard on every Lazy Daze model, as 
is a roof-mounted, crank-up Winegard 
TV antenna with booster and outside 
cable hookup. For maneuvering assis-
tance, a backup camera with 5.6-inch 
LCD cab-mounted monitor is optional. 

LAZY DAZE 24
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SIMPLE HOSE CONTROL

I have hoses to the water softener and fi lter, coach city-water inlet, mac-
erator and holding tank fl ush on my motorhome, and I have been using 
a group of Y hose connectors that have not worked very well. To simplify 
the process, I used good old American ingenuity and built a water mani-
fold that has the capability of turning on or off each outlet. I used 11⁄2-
inch PVC pipe and off-the-shelf parts to build the manifold. I also valved 
the source so there aren’t any trips to the faucet to turn off the water.
ALAN MARK l PARKER, COLO. 

Editor’s note: Any time you are hooking hoses up to multiple 
locations in the motorhome from a single water source, be sure 
to use anti-backfl ow preventers to protect yourself from possible 
contamination.

KEEP YOUR
KING COVERED 
I created this solution for a king-size bed where it is dif-
fi cult to get a fi tted sheet on because the bed is blocked 
on three sides. I purchased two double-size fl at sheets, 
placed them together, and then sewed them across the 
bottom and halfway up each side. I put this on top of 
the mattress, no tucking is required and it does not fall 
off at night. I added a zipper on the side to really keep 
warm. People who don’t want to bother with a zipper 
can just leave the side half open.
PATRICIA BOUTA l SEELEY LAKE, MONT. 

STOP PANTRY SLIDE
I got tired of my canned goods sliding all over and making 
noise while traveling in my motorhome, so I bought a linge-
rie divider and put it in my pantry cabinets. Now everything 
is held in place, even the cooking oil, when I arrive in camp. 
You can put together as many of the dividers as you need, 
and they can also be used to store glasses.
LYNN STRICKER l BAKERSFIELD, CALIF.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Quick Tips, MotorHome’s monthly column of useful, handy and simple tips by fellow RVers, 
is looking for submissions. Please send your favorite do-it-yourself ideas to: MotorHome 
Quick Tips, 2575 Vista Del Mar Drive, Ventura, CA 93001, or email letters@motorhome
magazine.com. Be sure to include any photos, illustrations or drawings, if necessary. If 
your tip is selected for publication, you’ll receive $35.

quicktips   from  OUR READERS

SILENCE YOUR SHADE 
Driving a motorhome is 
a task that requires your 
full attention and the last 
thing you want is to be 
distracted by your window 
shades while steering 
30,000 pounds down the 
road. In many coaches, 
the front passenger seat 
window as well as the 
driver’s side window and 
the entry door have a 
retractable shade, which is great to block the sunlight. When driv-
ing, however, they tend to swing back and forth, causing a lot of 
noise and distractions. If you want to silence your drive time, pick 
up some hook-and-loop fasteners and attach one side to the window 
frame and the other to the back of the shade. Then you can place 
the shade exactly where you want it and secure the shade in place 
for a nice quite ride.
E. DON SMITH l CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 
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HANDS-ON l by BOB LIVINGSTON

PORTABLE POTABLE 
SOFT WATER
Say goodbye to water spotting 
and minerals that damage  
plumbing fixtures

Water is a motorhome’s lifeblood. We use water to 
flush the toilet, shower, wash dishes and clothes, make ice, 
and to keep the interior and exterior clean — not to mention 
for drinking. Without water, our coaches are just places to 
sleep. But water can be our nemesis.

Hard water deposits play havoc on our plumbing fix-
tures, especially the faucets and shower heads. Over time 
the flow can become restricted as filters and screens become 
plugged. Washing our rigs can be an exercise in futility as we 
chase water spots during the drying process. The Stain-Less 
Water Filter Softener will make you love water again.

While there are a number of filters on the market that 
are designed to remove minerals before they enter the rig, 
the Stain-Less filter also makes the water soft. Residents in 
areas with hard water are well aware of the benefits of a water 
softening system, which include more comfortable showers 
and easier clean up, without horrible spotting. The water 
in our neighborhood is so hard it’s virtually impossible to 
wash a motorhome or car without a complete cardio workout 
during the drying process. If the sun is out, all bets are off.

We’ve used a number of portable water softeners that 
have a large enough capacity for washing coaches over the 
years and most are bulky and heavy to maneuver. The lighter 
versions run out of soft water quickly. The recharging pro-
cess for some of these products is tantamount to desktop 
paper printers, which have an insatiable appetite for expen-
sive cartridges. 

By contrast, the Stain-Less filter is fairly compact, mea-
suring 6 inches by 34 inches (main unit) and not very heavy. 
What looks like a big PVC pipe with hose fittings in the ends, 
the filter is completely made of non-corrosive materials, has 
no mechanical or metallic parts and requires no power to 
operate. Inside the tube are millions of resin beads, which 
are said to produce an ion exchange that extracts the hard-
water elements. The filter is designed to remove calcium, 

HANDS-ON  l  HOT LINE  l  COACH & POWERTRAIN
techsavvy
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HANDS-ON

magnesium, iron, chlorine and ammonia 
from the water.

The system is pretty basic, consisting 
of the main tube, a pre-filter (which is also 
the recharger) and a 4-foot hookup hose. 
It comes charged from the factory, so 
it’s ready to use right out of the shipping 
carton. The pre-filter can be attached to 
either side of the tube since the water can 
flow in either direction. The two pieces 
are mated using the supplied brass quick-
connector, and the hookup hose screws on 
to the other side (inlet) of the pre-filter. 
Once assembled, the loose end of the 
hookup hose is connected to the water 
faucet and your longer hose is screwed on 
to the free end of the big filter.

Filter kits are available in three sizes, 
but the most practical for motorhome use 
is the standard, which is can produce up 
to 5,000 gallons of soft water before re-
charging. Water hardness will ultimately 
affect how long the charge actually lasts. 
The standard kit sells for $350, which is 
half the price of the mega size counterpart 
(8,500 gallons of soft water before recharg-
ing). A mini filter, capable of providing 
1,000 gallons of soft water, sells for $250.

Being a little bit of a skeptic and ma-
niacal when it comes to water spotting, 
I tested the Stain-Less filter under the 
worst conditions. I started with the din-
ghy vehicle since I didn’t want to subject 
myself to major work should the system 
not perform as advertised. The vehicle 
was washed in direct sun on a warm day 
with the filter hooked up to water that is 
exceptionally hard. After the usual wash-
ing, I allowed the vehicle to air dry. The 
result was very impressive, leaving only 
about 20 percent of the water spotting 
normally experienced in these condi-
tions. Subsequent washing in the shade 
made the process even more efficient and 
minimized drying time, which made me a 
happy camper.

Not only was the drying time short-
ened with little effort, the washing experi-
ence was dramatically improved. The soft 
water allows the soapy water to work more 
efficiently, making bug carcass and bird 
dropping removal a much easier propo-
sition. Although it didn’t dawn on me at 
the time of washing, the improved effi-
ciency parallels the effectiveness of using 
a water softener in the house. I tested the 
water with and without the filter and the 

results were dramatic: the water quality 
was  equivalent to the sophisticated home 
water softening system. Water flow is not 
impacted with the filter inline.

Recharging the filter is uncompli-
cated and inexpensive. A pre-measured 
packet of salt is loaded into the pre-filter 
after the carbon cartridge is removed. 
Then it’s just a matter of turning it upright 
and pushing water through the pre-filter 
and into the main filter until the salt is 
dissolved completely. Salt pellets can be 
purchased from Stain-Less for $5.95 or 
you can use pellets sold at home centers. 
The carbon cartridge should be replaced 

periodically and it sells for around $10.
The Stain-Less filter doesn’t take up 

that much room and it has feet to keep 
it from rolling around, so storing it in a 
compartment is practical. It can be rigged 
up to remain in a storage compartment 
while connected to campground hookups, 
and it certainly should be used to fill the 
onboard water tank. Just be sure to use 
a drinking-water hose for both of these 
applications. Not only will spotting and 
plumbing damage be a thing of the past, 
the water even tastes better.
Stain-Less Water Filters LLC, 609-296-
2564, www.stainlesswaterfilters.com 
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With respect to my difficulties with 
Wingfoot Commercial Tire, I wish to ad-
vise Hot Line that this matter has been 
resolved. I received a call from the as-
sistant manager within five days of re-
ceiving Hot Line’s letter, and I received 
my reimbursement check for the full 
amount ($158.94) within two weeks.

I appreciate this service that 
Motor Home offers and I feel I would 
never have been reimbursed were it not 
for Hot Line’s intervention.
D.F.

DISENCHANTED CUSTOMER
Experiencing difficulty in obtaining a 
reimbursement on prior unacceptable 
motorhome service, a reader and his 
wife asked for Hot Line’s intervention. 
They wrote:

We would appreciate it if Hot Line could 
intercede for us in obtaining a reim-
bursement from the RV dealer where 
we purchased our coach. The dealer is 
Flagg RV in North Smithfield, R.I. 

The issue revolves around the deal-
er’s failure to correctly perform repairs 
to our motorhome under the 30-day 
warranty Flagg RV provided following 
our purchase of a 2005 motor home. 
We didn’t have prior experience with a 
Class A coach, but we identified several 
deficiencies in the rig during the 30-day 
period, which we notified Flagg about. 
Flagg responded with attempts to re-
pair, but in several cases the repairs 
were either poorly performed or the root 
causes were not identified and fixed. 

We were on the road (traveling 
to New York and then to Yellowstone) 
shortly after the end of the 30-day war-
ranty and the completion of repairs, 
which made it impractical to return to 
Flagg for correction of the problems. 
Three months later, we took the coach 

I am hoping Hot Line can put some pressure 
on a tire dealer that has been promising me 
a reimbursement for months now. On May 
27, 2011, I went to the Wingfoot Commer-
cial Tire Dealer in Chino, Calif., to get the 
tires rotated on my 40-foot diesel-pusher 
motorhome. I had just gotten an alignment 
because of uneven wear on the two front 
tires. The person doing the alignment said 
I should get the tires replaced, but the ser-
vice manager at Wingfoot said a tire rotation 
should be sufficient. The cost was approxi-
mately $210 and involved removing all six 
tires and placing the front tires at the inside 
dual position.

Before I’d left California, on my way 
to a rally in Memphis, Tenn., I’d lost both 
rear caps (hub covers). While at the rally I 
purchased new ones from Spartan and had 
them installed. I called the service man-
ager at Wingfoot and explained when he 
reinstalled my tires he did not put the hub 
covers on properly and they came off. He 
agreed to reimburse me for the cost of the 
replaced items, which came to $158.94.

When I arrived back home, I sent the 
invoice to the Wingfoot service manager 
and he said he would get a check and re-
imburse me. Weeks passed and I had not 
received a check, so I followed up with a 
phone call. I was told that the check comes 
from Arkansas and they are very slow in 
issuing it. I called again a few weeks later 
and got the same answer. When I still did 
not get the check I called and was told that 
the service manager would get a money 
order himself and send it to me.

I am still waiting for my check. I would 
appreciate Hot Line’s help.
DON FERDERER l CHINO, CALIF.

Wingfoot Commercial Tire Systems, LLC 
was contacted with Hot Line’s request for 
further consideration of Ferderer’s case. 
We received the following update from 
Ferderer:

to the manufacturer to have these items 
repaired, along with other things that we 
hadn’t noticed previously, or that had 
developed as we traveled. The cost to re-
pair items that had been identified dur-
ing the warranty period was $3,725.45. 
We had purchased an extended warranty, 
which covered $1,750.69 of that cost, 
leaving a balance of $1,974.76. We are 
seeking reimbursement for our out-of-
pocket cost for repairs. 

After several calls and emails we 
were able to contact Steve Flagg, and 
he made us an offer to pay half of the 
amount in question. We made a coun-
teroffer of 75 percent of the amount. He 
refused the counteroffer and refused to 
discuss it further. We strongly feel that 
we are due at least the $1,974.76 that 
we requested. Hot Line’s assistance in 
this matter is most appreciated.
PHILIP AND SUSAN DANIELS
PENSACOLA, FLA.

Hot Line asked Flagg RV Center to 
review the Danielses’ complaint and 
provide the couple with an equitable 
solution. Our inquiry apparently had a 
successful outcome, as attested to by 
the following letter from the Danielses:

We want to thank Hot Line! We received a 
check for the full amount — $1,974.76 
— from Flagg RV Center. Hot Line is an 
invaluable service for RV owners who 
often have little clout in settling claims 
with dealers and repair shops. 
P. AND S. D.

DELAYED REACTION
Experiencing post-purchase problems 
with their new Class B motorhome, two 
readers asked Hot Line to help them 
get more attention from their motor-
home’s manufacturer. They wrote:

We bought a new B Touring cruiser 
made by Gulf Stream in March 2007. 
We normally camp with power hook-
ups so we didn’t notice that the coach 
batteries were not charging while the 
vehicle was being driven. 

We took a trip to the Southwest 
and Mexico in early 2008 and did a 
lot of dry camping. At that time we no-

Tire Pressure
FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO SECURE A 
PROMISED REFUND FOR WORK DONE 
ON HIS MOTORHOME’S TIRES, A READER 
ASKED HOT LINE TO GET INVOLVED. HE 
EXPLAINED:

HOT LINE   techsavvy
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ticed that the motor home would charge 
from the generator or shorepower, but not 
from the engine alternator.

When we came back to the United 
States we called Gulf Stream to report this 
problem (we were getting close to the war-
ranty date) and were told by a customer 
service representative that our vehicle was 
not equipped with this ability. We thought 
it odd since this is pretty much standard 
on most, if not all, motorhomes.

We just lived with this issue until 
2011 when we were getting ready for an-
other trip that would involve dry camping. 
We took it to a shop to have it fixed, and 
after some investigation the technician told 
us that the motorhome was indeed wired 
to perform this function and that there was 
some problem with the system. We paid 
more than $200 for him to correct the 
problem and finally have a motorhome that 
charges the coach batteries while traveling.

I realize that the warranty period is 
long past, but I thought that some of your 
readers might benefit from our experi-
ence. The only reason we can think that 
Gulf Stream told us the above was to get 

out of a claim or the representative was 
not very informed about their products.
ROBERT AND VIRGINIA KOKER
FERNDALE, WASH.

Whenever possible, and even if it’s incon-
venient at the time, do whatever you can to 
make it to an authorized service center for 
repairs while your motorhome is still under 
warranty. Otherwise, you might find yourself 
in an unfortunate situation like the Kokers.

Hot Line passed along the Kokers’ 
letter to Gulf Stream for its side of the 
story. Soon after, we received the follow-
ing letter from the company. It read:

Thank you for contacting my office and 
bringing the Kokers’ concerns to my at-
tention. I have researched our file on this 
vehicle and found that the Kokers con-
tacted our customer service department 
on March 21, 2008, with a concern that 
the coach (house) battery was not charg-
ing while the vehicle was being driven. 

At that time we informed the custom-
er their warranty had expired and we were 
unable to cover the claim. Subsequently, 

the Kokers sent an appeal letter, which was 
received by our service department on April 
9, 2008. The Kokers were contacted by our 
service department and directed to make 
an appointment at their selling dealer.

The Kokers called us back the same 
day and said the dealer’s phone had been 
disconnected. We then gave them a phone 
number for another local Gulf Stream 
dealer to have the issue diagnosed and re-
paired. This was more than three years ago 
and is also the last contact we had from 
anyone with regard to the subject coach.

We are unable to cover this claim due 
to the failure of the Kokers to take action 
in a timely fashion. We realize this is not 
the response that the Kokers had hoped 
for, but we all must understand that a rea-
sonable time period to respond to our offer 
has long since passed.
ANTHONY SUDDON
DIRECTOR OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
GULF STREAM COACH INC.
NAPPANEE, IND. 

TO CONTRIBUTE TO HOT LINE, please 
refer to Contact MotorHome, on page 10.

HOT LINE
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We purchased our 2008 Class A Itasca 
Sunrise 32H motorhome in 2007. It is 
on a 2007 Ford chassis using the V-10 
engine and has been driven 47,800 
miles. On five occasions during the 
past year the water temperature gauge 
has risen toward or into the red zone.

The first time it went into the 
“limp home” mode. This occurs on 
long hill pulls in cruise control where 
the transmission has downshifted and 
the RPM may be 4,500 to 5,000. I have 
placed a mark on the temperature in-
strument at “normal” so it is easy to 
notice any rise. The rise is from normal 
to hot in about two minutes. Pulling off 
the road and waiting a few minutes will 
bring the temperature reading quickly 
back to normal. There are no leaks or 
steam overflow.

Recently, we took our motorhome 
to San Tan Ford in Gilbert, Ariz., to try 
to resolve the problem. A service tech-
nician there found a Ford Technical 
Service Bulletin (06 21 15), and he 
installed a new thermostat and cross-
over tube. On our drive back home, as 
we reached the long hill climb at an al-
titude of about 4,000 feet and an out-
side temperature of 68 to 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit, the water temperature 
went from normal to about 9/10 scale 
(again in less than two minutes) be-
fore we disengaged cruise control and 
pulled over to the side of the road. By 
then the temperature was a full scale. 
Within a short time the temperature 
gauge returned to normal and we pro-
ceeded on home.

Several times last summer the air 
conditioner would stop blowing cold 
air at a strong volume and would blow 
reduced volume and warm air. It felt 
like an air vane had changed position 
or closed. We took the motorhome to 
Kayser Ford in Madison, Wis. The me-
chanic at Kayser evacuated the sys-
tem and replaced the thermal cycling 
switch assembly. So far that problem 

has been solved, but I mention it just 
in case it has any correlation with the 
water temperature heat problem. 

The main points are that this 
began in the last 12 months, not be-
fore, and the temperature rise is quick 
and then there is a quick return to nor-
mal. I mention all this in the hope that 
you or some of your readers who have 
had a similar experience may have 
found a solution.
BYRON MCKEAN l PAYSON, ARIZ.

Arizona is a challenging place for cool-
ing systems because of the many long, 
steep grades and the hot climate. The 
rapidity with which the temperature 
gauge climbs and then shows a cool 
down causes me to question how it is 
functioning. However, the fact that it 
went into “limp home” mode further 
indicates there’s a real problem, so 
let’s look at some other likely culprits. 
Typically, hot running when climbing 
grades is due to insufficient airflow 
through the radiator or restricted water 
flow, such as internal clogging of the 
tubes. You didn’t mention if you hear 

by  KEN FREUND   COACH & POWERTRAIN   techsavvy

OWNERS SHOULD TAKE 
THEIR COACHES BACK 
TO THEIR DEALER FOR 

PROBLEMS WHILE THEY 
ARE STILL COVERED BY 

WARRANTY. 
THIS HELPS ALERT THE 
MANUFACTURER THAT 
THERE IS A PROBLEM.

the roar of the mechanical fan, or if 
the electric fan system is working when 
the gauge indicates the engine is hot. 
Since it cools down rapidly when you 
pull over, the fans are probably work-
ing, but they still need to be checked. I 
strongly suspect that the lower radiator 
hose may be collapsing shut when the 
water pump is moving a lot of coolant 
at high revs, and then when you pull 
over and idle the hose returns to its nor-
mal shape, allowing normal flow. There 
should be a spring inside it to retain 
its shape. This can be readily checked 
(when the engine is off and cool) by 
squeezing the lower radiator hose.

If a spring is there and the fans are 
working properly, check for any type of 
obstructions to airflow through the ra-
diator, such as dirt, bugs, etc. Some-
times paper and debris get in between 
the air-conditioning condenser and the 
radiator. Also make sure any shrouds 
are still in place that direct air through 
the radiator. If everything checks out, 
there may be mineral deposits inside 
the radiator, reducing heat transfer. A 
radiator shop can help with this, some-
times the radiators can be “rodded 
out” rather than re-cored or replaced.

CHANGING BATTERY TYPES
The time has come to replace the bat-
teries in my motorhome. I have four 
golf cart (6-volt) batteries. Should I try 
going with Optima blue top (12-volt) 
batteries? Which is the best way to go? 
I also have a 123-watt solar panel with 
charge controller. 
W.F. KECK l VIA EMAIL

That you have solar panels tells me you 
dry camp often, without hookups. Golf 
cart batteries give you the most power 
per dollar and they are a good choice 
for those who put heavy demands on 
their battery banks. However, if you 
find the convenience of not having to 
add water and clean terminals as often 
is important to you, then you can go for 
the Optimas. Make sure you calculate 
the amp-hour capacity you need first, 
and shop for the best price because 
they are expensive.

Intermittent 
Overheating 
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STARTING SOLUTION
In reply to the April letter, “Cranks But 
Won’t Start, Intermittently,” the writer 
had a problem of cranking but no start 
on a Ford V-10 chassis. I had the same 
problem and it turned out to be the fuel 
pump relay. It would start for a while if I 
tapped on the relay, then finally one very 
cold morning (below freezing) it wouldn’t 
start, only crank. I used a hair dryer to 
warm up the relay and then it started. A 
new relay solved the problem.
BOB ELLIOT l BEND, ORE.

Thanks for writing, Bob. That was a creative 
way to figure out what was wrong. Intermit-
tent component failure can be vexing.

WIND-WANDERING WORKHORSE
I recently purchased my fourth motorhome, 
and my first on a Workhorse chassis. The 
coach’s steering in a crosswind is abys-
mal and I feel it is downright dangerous. I 
have had the steering checked and there 
is nothing mechanically wrong with it. I 
have been told that this is characteristic 

of the Workhorse chassis. I know there are 
aftermarket fixes, but which one is best?
R. MARRINSON l TULSA, OKLA.

Oklahoma has particularly strong and fre-
quent winds, which exacerbate the prob-
lem. You didn’t mention which Workhorse 
chassis you have, but I assume it’s a W20 
or W22 series, which don’t have sway bars 
as standard equipment. 

I would start by adding sway bars. 
Hellwig and Roadmaster offer quality kits. 
I recently visited Hellwig’s headquarters 
and test-drove a coach on a Workhorse 
chassis before and after sway bar instal-
lation. The results were very good. If you 
decide to go one step further, both com-
panies offer trac bar kits that hold the rear 
axle in lateral position for even more sure-
footed driving. These items improve han-
dling without increasing ride harshness, 
as would stiffer springs or shocks. Both 
pieces of hardware are good investments.

TIRE AGE CONCERN
In numerous MotorHome articles, you 

have covered the importance of check-
ing tire date codes prior to purchasing 
new tires. This is outstanding advice, 
but I have run into a problem. All of the 
G670RV tires I have checked are 10 to 
18 months old. If I purchase them, I sac-
rifice 15 to 18 percent of their life span. 
The dealers will tell you the tire warranty/
life span starts at mounting of the tire. All 
other references, including MotorHome, 
tell me the seven-year life span is based 
on the date code. What should I do? 
BOB AMBROSE l CRESTVIEW, FLA.

The dealers want to sell their existing in-
ventory and certainly during a recession 
tire sales, like many other items, have 
slowed down. While they are correct that 
the warranty is based on the date of sale, 
deterioration caused by aging begins right 
after the tire is manufactured. Therefore, 
unless you plan to wear out the tires be-
fore they are seven years old, it is in your 
best interest to shop around for tires with 
a more recent date code. If you tell the 
dealer you will only accept fresh tires, they 
may be able to come up with some; other-
wise call other tire dealers.

AUXILIARY BRAKING SYSTEMS
When towing a Jeep Wrangler behind a 
motorhome, do I need to install an auxil-
iary brake system?
RICHARD ADAMSON l DAYTON, OHIO 

Auxiliary braking systems are required in 
many states and provinces, and although 
the laws vary according to weight, a ve-
hicle as heavy as your Jeep is almost al-
ways included in the requirements. Most 
chassis manufacturers also recommend 
auxiliary braking systems for towing auto-
mobiles behind motorhomes. We always 
recommend braking systems because they 
help reduce motorhome brake overheating 
and stopping distances, greatly improving 
safety. In extreme cases, hydraulic brakes 
on a motorhome can become so overheat-
ed on a long descent that the brake fluid 
boils in the calipers, causing the brake 
pedal to go to the floor.

SLOW FUEL FILLING
I have a 2007 Fleetwood Terra coach with 
a Workhorse chassis. From the start I have 
had a frustrating problem when filling the In
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tank with fuel. It takes me up to 45 min-
utes. It keeps shutting the nozzle off. I’ve 
run out of ways to try to solve the problem. 
OLETA PUJOL l VIA EMAIL

This is a common problem. When coach-
builders put the motorhome body on the 
chassis, they run the hoses from the fuel 
filler to the gas tank. You need to look at 
the routing of these hoses from the filler 
neck to the tank, including vent lines.

Often they are installed with sections 
that sag and trap fuel, or are pinched, etc. 
Owners should take their coaches back to 
their dealer for problems while they are 
still covered by warranty. This also helps 
alert the manufacturer that there is a 
problem, so hopefully it will correct it in 
future production and maybe even apply 
its years of motorhome manufacturing ex-
perience to avoid the poor design aspect 
in the first place.

INTERMITTENT MISFIRE
We have a 2004 Winnebago on a Work-
horse chassis with a GM gas engine. I’ve 

been reading articles in MotorHome about 
different things possibly wrong with the en-
gine cutting out periodically. I have been 
experiencing a miss when I try to accelerate, 
no matter whether I am going up hill or not. 
We had a bad problem in the mountains and 
couldn’t get over 30 MPH. I turned around, 
went to a repair facility, and had just got 
gas before this happened and they found no 
codes. I figured we got bad gas and treated 
it with all kinds of gas additives. It seemed 
like it worked, but it never really cleared up. 
It’s been two years now, the miss is intermit-
tent, not dependent on incline, and seems 
to be a power issue. Is it a timing problem 
or bad gas? This seems to be an issue with 
many owners of this chassis. Any help on 
this would be very appreciated. The me-
chanics don’t know where to begin. 
DANIEL W. SCHULTZ l BEAUFORT, S.C.

Although it gets blamed for many running 
problems, contaminated or “bad” gaso-
line is far less common than it was years 
ago. It’s usually only found in small, low-
volume stations that don’t check their 

tanks properly. While it’s impossible to 
be sure without having the coach to in-
spect and test, here are some of the most 
common problems with these models: 

Many GM V-8 engines turn out to 
have faulty or burned ignition wires, 
which cause misfiring. Low fuel pressure 
also causes loss of power and cutting out. 
You should have fuel filters replaced as 
a part of routine service, and if the prob-
lem persists have the fuel pressure tested 
under full load while climbing a grade.

PORTABLE SURGE PROTECTORS
I just bought a portable surge protector 
for my motorhome. It cost more than 
$400, and I am concerned about it get-
ting stolen. Do you have any suggestions?
BRAD HOPKINS l ROANOKE, VA.

Camping World has a Locking Hasp 
(CW #44333) that works with the 
Surge Guard models. This is probably 
your easiest solution. Go online to 
www.campingworld.com for the nearest 
store location.
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16600 W. Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI 53151

1-888-617-7333

Honda Generators
Super Sale

In Stock and
Ready to Ship

Honda Generator
Model #EU-2000i

$899
Free Shipping

Remote starter
available with this

generator $239
Honda Generator

Model #EU-3000is
$1,899

Free Shipping
Full line of Honda Generators in Stock
• Now Available: NEW #EU-6500is, $3,499

Pair of EU-2000’s and Parallel Cables $1,949

Model #EU-1000 $679

Visit Us ONLINE NOW at
www.speedwaysales.com/Honda

NO EXTENSIONS
NO LEAKS

EASY TO AIR UP

800-300-2674

FOR DUALLY
PICK-UP & MOTORHOMES
REPLACEMENT VALVE STEMS

OUTER
DUALLY

IN
NE

R  
DU

AL
LY

duallyvalve.com

OUR STEMS CARRY A WARRANTEE, EXTENSIONS DO NOT

$
+ $800 SH

BRASS

VALVE STEN / STABILIZER

11000

sseidlitz@goodsamfamily.com
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RADIO NOISE
I have a 40-foot Monaco Diplomat with a 
2,000-watt inverter. When I am hooked 
up to shorepower and turn on the radio/
surround sound, the electrical buzzing is 
so loud that I cannot listen to the radio. 
I have tried grounding the inverter, but 
no change. I have turned down the gain 
on amplifier, but then I have to turn up 
the volume way too loud, and again hear 
the static. Any recommendations on 
what to try? I’d love to listen to my radio 
and satellite radio without interference. 
Please help. 
JOHN KALUSKA l VIA EMAIL

You didn’t mention the make and model 
of inverter you have. It may be a modifi ed 
sine wave unit, which may not be com-
patible with your audio system. Have you 
tried running the system temporarily on 
another (true sine wave) inverter to elimi-
nate that as a noise source? That is what 
I would try fi rst.

CONVERTER SOLUTION
This letter concerns “Converter Conun-
drum” in your February column. My Mag-
netek 6300A Model 6345 with battery 
charger was boiling the batteries dry. I was 
about to throw it out when I discovered the 
PD4645 45-amp converter upgrade for 
$203 from www.bestconverter.com. This 
is about half the cost of a new converter.

This upgrade is a direct substitute 
for the original converter component and 
makes it into a modern three-stage smart 
charger. Installation instructions are thor-
ough and allow the retention of the old 
case, plus it avoids complete removal and 
replacement of the old converter. It was 
fairly simple to install. There are numer-
ous other sources for this upgrade but 
these guys seem to have the best price 
and reputation.
GUS CAUSBIE l ASH FLAT, ARK.

Thanks for writing, Gus. I’m sure some 
readers will find this tip helpful. The 
three-stage charger should properly main-
tain your batteries. �

TO CONTRIBUTE TO COACH & 
POWER TRAIN, refer to Contact 
MotorHome, on page 10.
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USED 1989 Gulf Stream AERONET 22  
WAS $8,900  NOW $6,858  SAVE $2,042  
(888) 254-9145  Meridian, ID  STK# 
MER24004  

USED 1993 Coachmen CATALINA 310MB  
WAS $9,995  NOW $5,995  SAVE $4,000  
(866) 996-3140  Calera, AL  STK# CLE23388  

USED 1990 Georgie Boy IMPULSE 26  WAS $19,995  
NOW $4,995  SAVE $15,000  (888) 450-7060  Dothan, 
AL  STK# DOT41590  

USED 1993 Damon DA-
MON HORNET 30’  WAS 
$16,790  NOW $10,995  
SAVE $5,795  (866) 610-
5049  Akron, OH  STK# 
SRV20227  

USED 1994 Itasca SUNOVA 315  WAS 
$24,995  NOW $12,995  SAVE $12,000  
(866) 502-8238  Bath, NY  STK# BAT70565  

USED 1994 Itasca 
SUNRISE 32  WAS 
$13,995  NOW $10,995  
SAVE $3,000  (888) 568-
2177  Burlington, WA  
STK# FRV10801  

USED 1992 Damon CHALLENGER 341 
DIESEL  WAS $24,500  NOW $15,995  
SAVE $8,505  (888) 860-8684  Strafford, 
MO  STK# STR16855B  

USED 1997 Kountry Star NEWMAR 35    
NOW $19,989    (888) 696-2165  Savan-
nah, GA  STK# SAV16458  

USED 1994 Holiday 
Rambler VACATION-
ER 31  WAS $21,790  
NOW $16,988  SAVE 
$4,802  (888) 386-5187  
Houghton Lake, MI  STK# 
HL6217B  

USED 1992 Fleetwood CORONADO 30H    
NOW $14,995    (888) 641-0925  Kaysville, 
UT  STK# KY40878  

USED 1997 National RV DOLPHIN 
35  WAS $34,998  NOW $22,994  SAVE 
$12,004  (877) 450-7415  Island Lake, IL  
STK# CRV6098A  

USED 1996 Fleetwood SOUTHWIND 
35  WAS $29,950  NOW $21,950  SAVE 
$8,000  (888) 859-6653  Hillsboro, OR  STK# 
HIL39837  

USED 1997 Rexhall AERBUS F530  WAS 
$32,761  NOW $19,995  SAVE $12,766  
(888) 454-1707  Kissimmee, FL  STK# 
KS8460B  

USED 2000 Four Winds HURRICANE 
33SL    NOW $19,995    (888) 668-6715  
Katy, TX  STK# KATP9896A  

RVS FOR SALE
SELL YOUR RV ON RVS.COM
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USED 2001 Forest River SUNSEEKER 
235S    NOW $24,500    (888) 801-3226  
Macon, GA  STK# MAC17973  

USED 1999 Fleetwood PACE ARROW VI-
SION 36B    NOW $24,995    (888) 668-
6715  Katy, TX  STK# KAT10121B  

USED 2003 R-Vision CONDOR 1281  WAS 
$59,995  NOW $25,995  SAVE $34,000  
(888) 903-6787  Harrisburg, PA   STK# 
HAR72373  

USED 1999 Winnebago CHIEFTAIN 
35U  WAS $34,995  NOW $26,995  SAVE 
$8,000  (888) 474-1330  Bartow, FL  STK# 
DCW8196B  

USED 2003 R-Vision CONDOR 31SS    NOW $28,995    
(888) 617-5406  Oakwood, GA  STK# ORV16800  

USED 1997 Itasca SUNCRUISER 37RW  
WAS $50,000  NOW $29,674  SAVE 
$20,326  (888) 242-0293  Madison, WI  
STK# MAD14692A  

USED 1998 Winnebago CHIEFTAN 31  
WAS $38,999  NOW $29,895  SAVE $9,104  
(866) 502-8238  Bath, NY  STK# BAT73084  

USED 2004 Forest River 
SUNSEEKER 3100SS  
WAS $39,995  NOW 
$29,987  SAVE $10,008  
(888) 474-1330  Bartow, 
FL  STK# DCWC2080A  

USED 2000 Pace Arrow VISION 36B    
NOW $29,995    (888) 668-6715  Katy, TX  
STK# KATC9410A  

USED 1999 Winnebago 
CHIEFTAIN 35C  WAS 
$39,995  NOW $29,995  
SAVE $10,000  (888) 
865-1507   Hamburg, NY  
STK# BUF69392  

USED 1998 Winnebago CHIEFTAN 36WL  WAS 
$36,999  NOW $28,995  SAVE $8,004  (888) 865-
1507   Hamburg, NY  STK# BUF73130  

USED 1997 Beaver MONTEREY 34    NOW 
$29,995    (888) 696-2165  Savannah, GA  
STK# SAV15952  

USED 2000 Damon INTRUDER 349  WAS 
$61,250  NOW $29,995  SAVE $31,255  
(888) 848-7312  Columbia, SC  STK# 
COL18477  

USED 2000 Fleetwood BOUNDER 34R  
WAS $49,995  NOW $29,995  SAVE 
$20,000  (866) 775-0682  Roanoke, VA  
STK# ROA17027  

USED 2003 Gulf Stream  YELLOWSTONE 
6295  WAS $42,999  NOW $29,995  SAVE 
$13,004  (888) 865-1507   Hamburg, NY  
STK# BUF72570  

USED 2006 R-Vision TRAIL LITE M214  
WAS $39,995  NOW $29,995  SAVE 
$10,000  (888) 692-9016  Myrtle Beach, SC  
STK# MB126062  
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USED 2009 Winnebago CHALET 224VR  
WAS $54,999  NOW $29,999  SAVE 
$25,000  (866) 289-0113  Chattanooga, TN  
STK# CH6028  

USED 2005 Coachmen FREEDOM 314    
NOW $32,994    (888) 815-7523  Wood-
stock, GA  STK# WDS17732  

USED 1997 Odessa OVERLAND 3540  
WAS $44,250  NOW $34,962  SAVE 
$9,288  (888) 242-0293  Madison, WI  STK# 
MAD18531  

USED 2005 Coachmen FREEDOM 314SO  
WAS $44,500  NOW $34,720  SAVE $9,780  
(866) 648-5288  St. Augustine, FL  STK# 
JACC41572  

USED 2003 McKenzie 
ROGUE 31PBS    NOW 
$30,125    (888) 641-
0925  Kaysville, UT  
STK# KY39156  

USED 2004 Coachmen ROADMASTER 314SS  WAS 
$47,895  NOW $32,995  SAVE $14,900  (888) 860-
8684  Strafford, MO  STK# STR10855B  

USED 2010 Four Winds 
CHATEAU 23A    NOW 
$34,995    (877) 834-
0429  Bakersfield, CA  
STK# SLV22318  VIN# 
8DB49760

USED 2004 Itasca SPIRIT 331T  WAS 
$54,995  NOW $34,995  SAVE $20,000  
(866) 754-7302  Greenwood, IN  STK# 
GRW326464  

USED 2009 Winnebago 
CHALET 24VR  WAS 
$58,950  NOW $34,995  
SAVE $23,955  (888) 
542-3819  Mesa, AZ  
STK# MES14331  

USED 2009 Winnebago CHALET 24VR  
WAS $58,950  NOW $34,998  SAVE 
$23,952  (888) 348-5909  Avondale, AZ  
STK# AVO14340  

USED 2005 Coachmen FREELANDER 
2600SO  WAS $51,498  NOW $35,985  
SAVE $15,513  (888) 457-4801  Colfax, NC  
STK# CFX4268  

USED 2007 Coachmen 
FREELANDER 2600SO  
WAS $57,900  NOW 
$34,999  SAVE $22,901  
(866) 289-0113  Chatta-
nooga, TN  STK# CH6334  

USED 2007 Coachmen  FREELANDER 
2890  WAS $50,990  NOW $34,995  SAVE 
$15,995  (866) 610-5049  Akron, OH  STK# 
SRV19656  

USED 2000 Fleetwood PACE ARROW VI-
SION 36Z  WAS $47,429  NOW $36,990  
SAVE $10,439  (877) 458-3214  Jackson-
ville, FL  STK# JAX19972  

USED 2001 Holiday Rambler ENDEAVOR 
40PBS    NOW $54,900    (888) 844-1758  
New Braunfels, TX  STK# SW9714E  

USED 2005 Gulf Stream YELLOWSTONE 
25C  WAS $49,995  NOW $36,895  SAVE 
$13,100  (888) 682-3036  Churchville, NY  
STK# CHU73763  

USED 2003 Fleetwood TIOGA 23E    NOW 
$35,992    (888) 480-3175  Sacramento, CA  
STK# SAC15474A  VIN# HB00867
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USED 2004 Four Winds HURRICANE 
32R  WAS $52,700  NOW $39,116  SAVE 
$13,584  (888) 242-0293  Madison, WI  
STK# MAD18551B  

USED 2009 Winnebago VISTA 30B    NOW 
$39,867    (888) 614-5201  Draper, UT  
STK# ABRV37470  

USED 1999 National TRADEWINDS 7371    
NOW $39,985    (888) 479-3568  Vacaville, 
CA  STK# VAC21876  VIN# CF16032

USED 2008 Winnebago CHALET 30BR  
WAS $56,814  NOW $39,988  SAVE 
$16,826  (888) 850-5575  Wood Village, OR  
STK# POR36785  

USED 2008 Itasca IMPULSE 29TR    NOW $39,995    
(888) 331-1595  Santa Clarita, CA  STK# AMRV21883  
VIN# 7DB42060

USED 1999 Tiffin ALLEGRO BAY 37DSL    
NOW $39,995    (888) 668-6715  Katy, TX  
STK# KAT9307A  

USED 2009 Winnebago VISTA 30BR  WAS 
$78,855  NOW $39,995  SAVE $38,860  
(877) 289-0812  Las Vegas, NV  STK# 
LVN36786  

USED 2010 Four Winds 
CHATEAU 28A  WAS 
$52,987  NOW $39,995  
SAVE $12,992  (888) 
471-3546  Chichester, NH  
STK# GRV507696  

USED 2011 Four Winds CHATEAU 
21C  WAS $52,700  NOW $39,995  SAVE 
$12,705  (888) 461-1123   Asheville, NC  
STK# ASH22520  

USED 2005 Tiffin AL-
LEGRO 32BA    NOW 
$42,995    (888) 617-
5406  Oakwood, GA  
STK# ORV16847  

USED 2008 Winnebago CHALET 30BR    NOW 
$39,995    (877) 834-0429  Bakersfield, CA  STK# 
SLV21887  VIN# 70A00559

USED 2008 Winnebago CHALET 30BR  
WAS $69,900  NOW $39,999  SAVE 
$29,901  (888) 489-5784  Louisville, TN  
STK# KNOX19650  

USED 2008 Forest River SUNSEEKER 
3100SS  WAS $62,900  NOW $39,999  
SAVE $22,901  (866) 289-0113  Chatta-
nooga, TN  STK# CH6869  

USED 2011 Four Winds CHATEAU 
21C  WAS $54,995  NOW $42,589  SAVE 
$12,406  (888) 692-9016  Myrtle Beach, SC  
STK# MB127884  

USED 1999 Winnebago VECTRA GRAND 
TOUR 37B    NOW $42,770    (888) 641-
0925  Kaysville, UT  STK# KY40128  

USED 2005 Coachmen LEPRECHAUN 
307KS  WAS $64,245  NOW $43,977  
SAVE $20,268  (888) 454-1707  Kissimmee, 
FL  STK# KS8114B  
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USED 2003 Four Winds WINDSPORT 
33SL  WAS $59,645  NOW $43,995  SAVE 
$15,650  (877) 458-3214  Jacksonville, FL  
STK# JAX19974  

USED 2003 Winnebago ADVENTURER 
33V  WAS $59,950  NOW $44,988  SAVE 
$14,962  (888) 850-5575  Wood Village, OR  
STK# POR39979  

USED 1999 Winnebago CHIEFTAIN 
36L  WAS $59,995  NOW $44,995  SAVE 
$15,000  (888) 474-1330  Bartow, FL  STK# 
DCW7848B  

USED 2003 Winnebago ADVENTURER 
33V    NOW $44,995    (888) 696-2165  
Savannah, GA  STK# SAV16927  

USED 2000 Holiday 
Rambler AMBAS-
SADOR 36PBS  WAS 
$64,950  NOW $44,950  
SAVE $20,000  (888) 
859-6653  Hillsboro, OR  
STK# HIL40344  

USED 2006 Winnebago ASPECT 26A    NOW 
$44,995    (888) 331-1595  Santa Clarita, CA  STK# 
AMRV22101  VIN# 6HA25143

USED 2005 Winnebago 
SIGHTSEER 30B  WAS 
$59,879  NOW $44,995  
SAVE $14,884  (866) 502-
8238  Bath, NY  STK# 
BAT73156  

USED 2008 Gulf Stream YELLOWSTONE 
6237Y  WAS $64,900  NOW $44,999  SAVE 
$19,901  (888) 489-5784  Louisville, TN  
STK# KNOX19659  

USED 2004 Fleetwood 
BOUNDER 34  WAS 
$57,443  NOW $44,995  
SAVE $12,448  (888) 
848-7312  Columbia, SC  
STK# COL20319  

USED 2000 Damon ESCAPER 3980  WAS 
$69,950  NOW $45,988  SAVE $23,962  
(888) 850-5575  Wood Village, OR  STK# 
POR38510  

USED 2006 Holiday Rambler ATLANTIS 
31PKS  WAS $61,838  NOW $45,995  SAVE 
$15,843  (888) 625-5187  Fort Myers, FL  
STK# FTM16440A  

USED 2006 Jayco 
GREYHAWK 29GS    
NOW $45,995    (888) 
614-5201  Draper, UT  
STK# ABRV39049  

USED 2004 Fleetwood JAMBOREE 31W    
NOW $45,987    (888) 641-0925  Kaysville, 
UT  STK# KY39165  

USED 2003 Fleetwood SOUTHWIND 
36B  WAS $63,995  NOW $48,858  SAVE 
$15,137  (888) 254-9145  Meridian, ID  
STK# MER19432  

USED 2006 Coachmen CONCORD 300TS  
WAS $64,900  NOW $46,999  SAVE 
$17,901  (888) 489-5784  Louisville, TN  
STK# KNOX19768  

USED 2004 Fleetwood SOUTHWIND 
STORM 31A  WAS $59,995  NOW $46,995  
SAVE $13,000  (866) 754-7302  Greenwood, 
IN  STK# GRW326857  

USED 2000 Winnebago CHIEFTAN 34Y     
NOW $46,400     (888) 614-5201  Draper, 
UT  STK# ABRV39382  
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USED 2009 Winnebago CHALET 30BR    
NOW $48,995    (888) 331-1595  Santa 
Clarita, CA  STK# AMRV21880  VIN# 
80A02611

USED 2010 Four Winds CHATEAU 
23A  WAS $68,900  NOW $49,720  SAVE 
$19,180  (866) 648-5288  St. Augustine, FL  
STK# JAC41191  

USED 1997 Vogue VOGUE 40  WAS 
$68,995  NOW $49,888  SAVE $19,107  
(866) 820-0335  Council Bluffs, IA  STK# 
CBI19239  

USED 2007 Damon DAYBREAK 3135    
NOW $49,900    (888) 668-6715  Katy, TX  
STK# KAT9654A  

USED 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 21C  WAS 
$67,500  NOW $49,858  SAVE $17,642  (888) 484-
3906  Spartanburg, SC  STK# GR126808  

USED 2003 Itasca SUNCRUISER 33V    
NOW $49,960    (888) 696-2165  Savan-
nah, GA  STK# SAV16924  

USED 2007 Forest River LEXINGTON 
300SS  WAS $74,950  NOW $49,988  SAVE 
$24,962  (888) 850-5575  Wood Village, OR  
STK# POR37422  

USED 2009 Gulf Stream 
YELLOWSTONE 6237  
WAS $68,790  NOW 
$49,988  SAVE $18,802  
(888) 386-5187  Houghton 
Lake, MI  STK# HL5636A  

USED 2007 Winnebago VISTA 33T    NOW 
$49,995    (888) 801-3226  Macon, GA  
STK# MAC17086  

USED 2010 Four Winds 
HURRICANE 31D    
NOW $51,995     (888) 
617-5406  Oakwood, GA  
STK# ORV16676  

USED 2011 Coachmen CYNARA 3455 C  WAS 
$70,783  NOW $49,988  SAVE $20,795  (888) 386-
5187  Houghton Lake, MI  STK# HL6205A  

USED 2007 Winnebago SIGHTSEER 
26P  WAS $74,995  NOW $49,995  SAVE 
$25,000  (888) 542-3819  Robertsdale, AL  
STK# RD39684C  

USED 2007 Coachmen CONCORD 300TS  
WAS $69,900  NOW $49,995  SAVE 
$19,905  (888) 454-1707  Kissimmee, FL  
STK# KS8035A  

USED 2009 Winnebago CHALET 30B  
WAS $64,888  NOW $49,995  SAVE 
$14,893  (888) 348-5909  Avondale, AZ  
STK# AVO14362  

USED 2009 Coachmen FREEDOM 
EXPRESS 26SO  WAS $72,900  NOW 
$49,999  SAVE $22,901  (866) 289-0113  
Chattanooga, TN  STK# CH7608  

USED 2006 Gulf Stream INDEPENDENCE 
8295  WAS $96,547  NOW $52,900  SAVE 
$43,647  (866) 648-5288  St. Augustine, FL  
STK# JAC39882  
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USED 2005 Damon CHALLENGER M-327  
WAS $72,228  NOW $52,995  SAVE 
$19,233  (888) 674-0275  Gulf Breeze, FL  
STK# GB40645  

USED 2006 Winnebago  VIEW 23  WAS 
$68,888  NOW $52,995  SAVE $15,893  
(888) 568-2177  Burlington, WA  STK# 
FRV10156  

USED 2009 Winnebago CHALET 30B    
NOW $53,995    (888) 479-3568  Vacaville, 
CA  STK# VAC13158  VIN# 0A02623

USED 2009 Winnebago CHALET 30B    
NOW $53,981    (888) 480-3175  Sacra-
mento, CA  STK# SAC14088  VIN# 0A02636

USED 2004 New-
mar KOUNTRY STAR 
3778  WAS $69,995  
NOW $52,995  SAVE 
$17,000  (888) 542-
3819  Robertsdale, AL  
STK# RD40954  

USED 2010 Four Winds CHATEAU 31R    NOW 
$53,685    (888) 479-3568  Vacaville, CA  STK# 
VAC19568  VIN# C046279

USED 2010 Four Winds  
FOUR WINDS 25C    NOW 
$54,900    (888) 844-
1758  New Braunfels, TX  
STK# SW10071B  

USED 2002 Coachmen CROSS COUNTRY 
354 MBS  WAS $85,895  NOW $54,995  
SAVE $30,900  (888) 450-7060  Dothan, AL  
STK# DOT41504  

USED 2005 Fleetwood 
FLAIR 33R    NOW 
$54,995    (888) 479-
3568  Vacaville, CA  
STK# VAC13303  VIN# 
3399521

USED 2008 Gulf Stream BT CRUISER 
5272    NOW $54,998    (888) 815-7523  
Woodstock, GA  STK# WDS16274  

USED 2005 Itasca SUNRISE 34  WAS 
$89,900  NOW $56,850  SAVE $33,050  
(866) 755-9604  Charleston, SC  STK# 
CHN126893  

USED 2007 Winnebago 
ACCESS 29T    NOW 
$57,760    (888) 479-
3568  Vacaville, CA  
STK# VAC24467  VIN# 
1229985

USED 2001 Georgie Boy CRUISE MAS-
TER 3816 DIESEL  WAS $73,995  NOW 
$54,995  SAVE $19,000  (866) 502-8238  
Bath, NY  STK# BAT70662  

USED 2009 Fleetwood ICON 24A    NOW 
$59,995    (877) 834-0429  Bakersfield, CA  
STK# SLV22323  VIN# 89373247

USED 2009 Damon DAYBREAK SPORT 
3204  WAS $79,993  NOW $59,888  SAVE 
$20,105  (888) 348-5909  Avondale, AZ  
STK# AVO14351  

USED 1999 Holiday Rambler IMPERIAL 
39  WAS $82,500  NOW $57,995  SAVE 
$24,505  (888) 461-1123   Asheville, NC  
STK# ASH22326  

USED 2007 Damon DAYBREAK 3070  
WAS $82,855  NOW $57,995  SAVE 
$24,860  (877) 289-0812  Las Vegas, NV  
STK# LVN36941A  
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USED 2008 Coachmen CONCORD 300TS 
NOW $59,995    (888) 617-5406  Oakwood, 
GA  STK# ORV17152  

USED 2004 National TROPICAL 396    
NOW $59,995    (888) 668-6715  Katy, TX  
STK# KAT10040  

USED 2003 Georgie Boy CRUISE AIR 
3825  WAS $90,990  NOW $59,995  SAVE 
$30,995  (866) 610-5049  Akron, OH  STK# 
SRV19510  

USED 2009 Holiday Rambler AUGUSTA 
293TS  WAS $86,170  NOW $59,995  SAVE 
$26,175  (888) 542-3819  Mesa, AZ  STK# 
MES12593  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 28U  WAS 
$92,697  NOW $59,995  SAVE $32,702  (888) 542-
3819  Robertsdale, AL  STK# RD40016  

USED 2006 Coachmen AURORA 3480  
WAS $79,998  NOW $59,995  SAVE 
$20,003  (888) 903-6787  Harrisburg, PA   
STK# HAR73331  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach FREEDOM 
ELITE 23U  MSRP $76,500  NOW $59,995  
SAVE $16,505  (888) 801-3226  Macon, GA  
STK# MAC17759  

USED 2003 Itasca SUN-
FLYER 39T  WAS $76,997  
NOW $59,997  SAVE 
$17,000  (888) 463-3995  
Colorado Springs, CO  
STK# KC2CS999  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $90,666  NOW $59,998  SAVE 
$30,668  (888) 457-4801  Colfax, NC  STK# 
CFX3634  

NEW 2011 Four Winds 
FREEDOM ELITE 28U  
WAS $91,011  NOW 
$63,787  SAVE $27,224  
(866) 673-0250  
Statesville, NC  STK# 
STA125109  

USED 2008 Gulf Stream B-TOURING CRUISER 
5316B  WAS $81,058  NOW $59,995  SAVE $21,063  
(877) 554-3516  Lakewood, NJ  STK# LAK8892  

USED 2004 Coachmen CROSS COUNTRY 
372DS  WAS $91,053  NOW $59,999  SAVE 
$31,054  (877) 554-3516  Lakewood, NJ  
STK# LAK8895  

USED 2000 Winnebago ULTIMATE 
ADVANTAGE 36C  WAS $84,995  NOW 
$62,858  SAVE $22,137  (888) 254-9145  
Meridian, ID  STK# MER20552  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FOUR WINDS 
25C  MSRP $95,139  NOW $62,995  SAVE 
$32,144  (888) 542-3819  Mesa, AZ  STK# 
MES12640  

USED 2007 Georgie Boy CRUISEMASTER 
3580TS  WAS $84,900  NOW $62,999  
SAVE $21,901  (888) 489-5784  Louisville, 
TN  STK# KNOX20299  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $91,613  NOW $63,548  SAVE 
$28,065  (888) 242-0293  Madison, WI  
STK# MAD15124  
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NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $90,856  NOW $63,995  SAVE 
$26,861  (888) 378-1057  Lake City, FL  
STK# LAC21688  

USED 2008 Coachmen CONCORD 275DS  
WAS $125,881  NOW $64,899  SAVE 
$60,982  (866) 755-9604  Charleston, SC  
STK# CHN124687  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $93,992  NOW $64,995  SAVE 
$28,997  (877) 289-0812  Las Vegas, NV  
STK# LVN37221  

USED 2007 Four Winds KODIAK 33K  
WAS $89,950  NOW $64,988  SAVE 
$24,962  (888) 850-5575  Wood Village, OR  
STK# POR39719  

USED 2005 Itas-
ca SUNCRUISER 
37B  WAS $89,855  
NOW $64,777  SAVE 
$25,078  (877) 289-
0812  Las Vegas, NV  
STK# LVN36769B  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 28U  MSRP 
$88,713  NOW $64,955  SAVE $23,758  (888) 905-
0490  Anthony, TX  STK# LC15642  

USED 2009 Gulf Stream 
ULTRA 6268    NOW 
$66,786    (888) 479-
3568  Vacaville, CA  STK# 
VAC23607  VIN# DB08907

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach CHATEAU 
31K  WAS $95,904  NOW $66,995  SAVE 
$28,909  (866) 610-5049  Akron, OH  STK# 
SRV18848  

USED 2004 Coach-
men CROSS COUNTRY 
354MBS  WAS $99,665  
NOW $66,995  SAVE 
$32,670  (866) 673-0250  
Statesville, NC  STK# 
STA126315  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $91,499  NOW $68,995  SAVE 
$22,504  (888) 848-7312  Columbia, SC  
STK# COL19903  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $95,197  NOW $69,188  SAVE 
$26,009  (866) 820-0335  Council Bluffs, IA  
STK# CBI18222  

NEW 2012 MVP RV 
TAHOE 310QBS  LIST 
PRICE $88,186  NOW 
$68,995  SAVE $19,191  
(877) 834-0429  Bakers-
field, CA  STK# SLV22337  
VIN# BDB02635

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $92,697  NOW $66,995  SAVE 
$25,702  (888) 902-8565  Tallahassee, FL  
STK# TAL40451  

USED 2009 Forest River GEORGETOWN 
GTX 3600  WAS $119,877  NOW $69,995  
SAVE $49,882  (888) 860-8684  Strafford, 
MO  STK# STR15316A  

USED 2011 Damon DAYBREAK 34SS    
NOW $69,995    (888) 801-3226  Macon, 
GA  STK# MAC17098  

USED 2006 Rexhall REXAIR 340GT  WAS 
$89,888  NOW $69,888  SAVE $20,000  
(888) 348-5909  Avondale, AZ  STK# 
AVO14356  

USED 2006 Winnebago VOYAGE 38J  WAS 
$97,999  NOW $69,858  SAVE $28,141  
(888) 457-4801  Colfax, NC  STK# CFX3838  
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NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
23S  WAS $104,970  NOW $69,995  SAVE 
$34,975  (888) 454-1707  Kissimmee, FL  
STK# KS8201  

USED 2008 Gulf Stream BT CRUISER 
5291  WAS $99,995  NOW $69,995  SAVE 
$30,000  (888) 474-1330  Bartow, FL  STK# 
DCW8927  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach FOUR 
WINDS 31A  WAS $95,669  NOW $69,995  
SAVE $25,674  (888) 896-2801  Albuquer-
que, NM  STK# ARV15957  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $95,229  NOW $69,995  SAVE 
$25,234  (866) 775-0682  Roanoke, VA  
STK# ROA18223  

USED 2009 Gulf  Stream VISTA CRUISER 4232-MINI  
WAS $94,997  NOW $69,995  SAVE $25,002  (888) 
463-3995  Colorado Springs, CO  STK# KC211041B  

USED 2008 Gulf Stream BT CRUISER 
5291  WAS $89,888  NOW $69,995  SAVE 
$19,893  (888) 672-5049  Syracuse, NY  
STK# SYU68548  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $93,740  NOW $69,996  SAVE 
$23,744  (888) 672-5049  Syracuse, NY  
STK# SYU71623  

NEW 2012 Thor Mo-
tor Coach FOUR WINDS 
31A  WAS $101,734  
NOW $69,997  SAVE 
$31,737  (888) 463-3995  
Colorado Springs, CO  
STK# KC211615  

USED 2006 Holiday Rambler VACATION-
ER 34PDD  WAS $100,853  NOW $69,999  
SAVE $30,854  (877) 554-3516  Lakewood, 
NJ  STK# LAK8899  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor 
Coach FOUR WINDS 
31K  WAS $93,477  
NOW $73,779  SAVE 
$19,698  (888) 672-
5049  Syracuse, NY  
STK# SYU70363  

USED 2008 Four Winds HURRICANE 34B  WAS 
$90,790  NOW $69,995  SAVE $20,795  (866) 610-
5049  Akron, OH  STK# SRV19221  

NEW 2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 
28U  WAS $92,697  NOW $69,999  SAVE 
$22,698  (888) 471-3546  Chichester, NH  
STK# GRV507597  

NEW 2012 Winnebago ACCESS 26Q  WAS 
$97,248  NOW $72,977  SAVE $24,271  
(888) 672-5049  Syracuse, NY  STK# 
SYU70485  

NEW 2011 Jayco MELBOURNE 28F  
MSRP $119,527  NOW $72,995  SAVE 
$46,532  (888) 905-0490  Anthony, TX  STK# 
LC15822  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach CHATEAU 
31A  MSRP $97,036  NOW $73,779  SAVE 
$23,257  (888) 815-7523  Woodstock, GA  
STK# WDS17316  

NEW 2011 Itasca IMPULSE SILVER 31CP  
MSRP $98,873  NOW $73,995  SAVE 
$24,878  (888) 905-0490  Anthony, TX  STK# 
LC15673  
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USED 2009 Fleetwood PULSE 24A    NOW 
$76,500    (888) 801-3226  Macon, GA  
STK# MAC17376  

USED 2010 Gulf Stream CONQUEST 
6341DK     NOW $79,987     (888) 614-
5201  Draper, UT  STK# ABRV40015  

NEW 2011 Four Winds WINDSPORT 
32V  WAS $129,734  NOW $79,995  SAVE 
$49,739  (866) 820-0335  Council Bluffs, IA  
STK# CBI11291  

USED 1999 Holiday Rambler  NAVIGA-
TOR 42CDS    NOW $79,995    (888) 727-
2952  North Little Rock, AR  STK# LIT18723  

NEW 2011 Itasca 
SUNSTAR 26P  WAS 
$100,867  NOW 
$78,995  SAVE 
$21,872  (888) 902-
8565  Tallahassee, FL  
STK# TAL39153  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach HURRICANE 32A  
WAS $118,234  NOW $79,995  SAVE $38,239  (888) 
463-3995  Colorado Springs, CO  STK# KC211631  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor 
Coach WINDSPORT 32D  
WAS $116,628  NOW 
$79,995  SAVE $36,633  
(866) 610-5049  Akron, 
OH  STK# SRV19480  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach DAYBREAK 
34SS  WAS $119,250  NOW $79,997  SAVE 
$39,253  (888) 463-3995  Colorado Springs, 
CO  STK# KC211634  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor 
Coach ACE EVO29.2  
WAS $104,617  NOW 
$79,995  SAVE $24,622  
(888) 865-1507   Ham-
burg, NY  STK# BUF73397  

NEW 2010 Winnebago VIEW 24A  WAS 
$119,281  NOW $82,999  SAVE $36,282  
(877) 774-0328  Ocala, FL  STK# OCA19183  

NEW 2011 Winnebago ACCESS PREMIER 
31CP  WAS $110,939  NOW $84,890  SAVE 
$26,049  (877) 458-3214  Jacksonville, FL  
STK# JAX20336  

NEW 2011 Itasca 
SUNSTAR 30W  MSRP 
$112,989  NOW $83,488  
SAVE $29,501  (888) 
815-7523  Woodstock, 
GA  STK# WDS16017  

USED 2010 Forest River GEORGETOWN 
374TS    NOW $82,777    (888) 727-2952  
North Little Rock, AR  STK# LIT20479  

USED 2010 Winnebago ERA 170R    NOW 
$89,681    (888) 480-3175  Sacramento, CA  
STK# SAC21994  VIN# 5335664

USED 2010 Gulf Stream INDEPENDENCE 
8367    NOW $87,899    (888) 696-2165  
Savannah, GA  STK# SAV16577  

USED 2001 American Coach AMERICAN 
DREAM 40DS    NOW $85,900    (888) 844-
1758  New Braunfels, TX  STK# SWC10039  

NEW 2011 Damon DAYBREAK 34SS  
MSRP $129,754  NOW $84,995  SAVE 
$44,759  (888) 542-3819  Mesa, AZ  STK# 
MES13018  
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NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach DAYBREAK 
34SS  WAS $119,812  NOW $89,988  SAVE 
$29,824  (888) 896-2801  Albuquerque, NM  
STK# ARV15949  

NEW 2011 Damon DAYBREAK 35BD  
MSRP $131,826  NOW $89,995  SAVE 
$41,831  (888) 542-3819  Mesa, AZ  STK# 
MES13019  

USED 2012 Thor WINDSPORT 32A  
WAS $126,430  NOW $89,995  SAVE 
$36,435  (888) 450-7060  Dothan, AL  STK# 
DOT41483  

NEW 2010 Winnebago VIEW 24A  WAS 
$119,743  NOW $89,995  SAVE $29,748  
(888) 681-4635    Winter Garden, FL  STK# 
WGA19116  

NEW 2011 Four Winds SERRANO 31Z  MSRP 
$149,141  NOW $95,449  SAVE $53,692  (888) 348-
5909  Avondale, AZ  STK# AVO10470  

USED 2004 Alfa Leisure ALFA GOLD 
SYG40FD    NOW $96,876    (888) 641-
0925  Kaysville, UT  STK# KY38978  

USED 2010 Damon AVANTI 3106  WAS 
$144,100  NOW $96,895  SAVE $47,205  
(866) 755-9604  Charleston, SC  STK# 
CHN127280  

NEW 2011 Itasca REYO 
25Q  MSRP $138,827  
NOW $98,983  SAVE 
$39,844  (888) 614-
5201  Draper, UT  STK# 
ABRV36387  

USED 2004 Tiffin ALLEGRO 38TGP  WAS 
$131,798  NOW $99,850  SAVE $31,948  
(888) 848-7312  Columbia, SC  STK# 
COL18539  

USED 2010 Winnebago 
VIA 25R  WAS $152,759  
NOW $109,900  SAVE 
$42,859  (888) 681-
4635    Winter Garden, FL  
STK# WGA23084  

NEW 2011 Itasca REYO 25Q  LIST PRICE $149,190  
NOW $97,800  SAVE $51,390  (888) 331-1595  Santa 
Clarita, CA  STK# AMRV22456  VIN# A9453033

NEW 2011 Winnebago VIA 25R  MSRP 
$139,518  NOW $99,969  SAVE $39,549  
(888) 696-2165  Savannah, GA  STK# 
SAV14765  

NEW 2011 Damon CHALLENGER 35SD  
WAS $136,448  NOW $106,995  SAVE 
$29,453  (888) 461-1123   Asheville, NC  
STK# ASH23608  

NEW 2011 Itasca REYO 25Q  MSRP 
$141,678  NOW $107,994  SAVE $33,684  
(888) 815-7523  Woodstock, GA  STK# 
WDS15969  

USED 2006 Gulf Stream TOUR MASTER 
36M  WAS $163,200  NOW $108,995  
SAVE $54,205  (888) 242-0293  Madison, WI  
STK# MAD19992  

USED 2011 Four Winds SERRANO 31V  
WAS $139,859  NOW $109,950  SAVE 
$29,909  (888) 860-8684  Strafford, MO  
STK# STR13524A  
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USED 2007 Alfa ALFA GOLD 40FD  WAS 
$139,995  NOW $109,995  SAVE $30,000  
(888) 819-7952  Longmont, CO  STK# 
KC111981  

USED 2011 Four Winds SERRANO 31X  
WAS $159,146  NOW $111,995  SAVE 
$47,151  (888) 461-1123   Asheville, NC  
STK# ASH22508  

USED 2006 Newmar KOUNTRY STAR 
3510    NOW $114,950    (888) 844-1758  
New Braunfels, TX  STK# SWC9687C  

NEW 2011 Four Winds SERRANO 33A  
WAS $163,457  NOW $114,610  SAVE 
$48,847  (888) 682-3036  Churchville, NY  
STK# CHU70425  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor 
Coach CHALLENGER 
32VS  WAS $139,011  
NOW $109,995  SAVE 
$29,016  (877) 289-
0812  Las Vegas, NV  
STK# LVN38242  

NEW 2011 Four Winds SERRANO 33A  WAS 
$170,756  NOW $112,947  SAVE $57,809  (877) 450-
7415  Island Lake, IL  STK# CRV5955  

USED 2006 Gulf Stream 
FRIENDSHIP 8708  
WAS $173,595  NOW 
$114,999  SAVE $58,596  
(866) 289-0113  Chatta-
nooga, TN  STK# CH6832  

USED 2007 Gulf Stream TOUR MASTER 
T40C  WAS $169,900  NOW $115,900  
SAVE $54,000  (888) 489-5784  Louisville, 
TN  STK# KNOX19766  

USED 2007 Holi-
day Rambler NEP-
TUNE 37BPD    NOW 
$115,000    (888) 641-
0925  Kaysville, UT  STK# 
KY40712  

USED 2009 Gulf Stream CRESCENDO 
8386  WAS $169,988  NOW $119,995  
SAVE $49,993  (888) 542-3819  Roberts-
dale, AL  STK# RD40508  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach CHAL-
LENGER 36FD  WAS $157,542  NOW 
$119,995  SAVE $37,547  (877) 289-0812  
Las Vegas, NV  STK# LVN38240  

NEW 2012 Thor Mo-
tor Coach SERRANO 
33A  WAS $168,791  
NOW $119,995  SAVE 
$48,796  (888) 903-6787  
Harrisburg, PA   STK# 
HAR72083  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach SERRANO 
31X  MSRP $170,477  NOW $119,995  
SAVE $50,482  (888) 617-5406  Oakwood, 
GA  STK# ORV16586  

USED 2006 Forest River CHARLESTON 
400TS  WAS $167,895  NOW $132,598  
SAVE $35,297  (866) 755-9604  Charleston, 
SC  STK# CHN128319  

USED 2003 Newmar DUTCHSTAR 4050  
WAS $170,800  NOW $129,995  SAVE 
$40,805  (888) 454-1707  Kissimmee, FL  
STK# KSC2178  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach SERRANO 
31X  WAS $164,584  NOW $129,895  SAVE 
$34,689  (888) 865-1507   Hamburg, NY  
STK# BUF72082  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach SERRANO 
33A  MSRP $175,289  NOW $124,332  
SAVE $50,957  (888) 815-7523  Woodstock, 
GA  STK# WDS16339  
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NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach SERRANO 
33A  WAS $176,031  NOW $133,995  SAVE 
$42,036  (888) 902-8565  Tallahassee, FL  
STK# TAL40479  

USED 2008 Gulf Stream CRESCENDO 
40UL  WAS $184,900  NOW $139,516  
SAVE $45,384  (866) 289-0113  Chatta-
nooga, TN  STK# CH6815  

USED 2010 Four Winds MONTECITO 40J  
WAS $199,000  NOW $156,995  SAVE 
$42,005  (866) 996-3140  Calera, AL  STK# 
CLE18956  

NEW 2011 Damon ASTORIA 40KT  MSRP 
$259,982  NOW $159,995  SAVE $99,987  
(888) 905-0490  Anthony, TX  STK# LC15757  

NEW 2011 Damon ASTORIA 40KT  WAS $248,728  
NOW $159,995  SAVE $88,733  (888) 672-5049  Syr-
acuse, NY  STK# SYU67794  

USED 2003 Blue Bird WONDERLODGE 
40LX    NOW $160,000    (888) 844-1758  
New Braunfels, TX  STK# SWC10000  

NEW 2011 Damon ASTORIA 40KT  WAS 
$256,879  NOW $162,995  SAVE $93,884  
(888) 896-2801  Albuquerque, NM  STK# 
ARV15953  

NEW 2011 Damon 
ASTORIA 40KT  WAS 
$253,597  NOW 
$167,854  SAVE $85,743  
(888) 242-0293  Madison, 
WI  STK# MAD16662  

NEW 2011 Damon ASTORIA 40KT  WAS 
$256,101  NOW $169,999  SAVE $86,102  
(877) 554-3516  Lakewood, NJ  STK# 
LAK8889  

NEW 2011 Itasca ME-
RIDIAN V CLASS 34Y  
LIST PRICE $238,516  
NOW $179,929  SAVE 
$58,587  (888) 480-
3175  Sacramento, CA  
STK# SAC15408  VIN# 
M243451

NEW 2011 Damon ASTORIA 40KT  WAS $248,128  
NOW $167,841  SAVE $80,287  (877) 450-7415  Is-
land Lake, IL  STK# CRV5954  

NEW 2011 Damon ASTORIA 40BQ  WAS 
$243,600  NOW $172,995  SAVE $70,605  
(888) 378-1057  Lake City, FL  STK# 
LAC21662  

NEW 2011 Itasca MERIDIAN V CLASS 
34Y  MSRP $241,810  NOW $174,995  
SAVE $66,815  (888) 905-0490  Anthony, TX  
STK# LC15857  

NEW 2011 Itasca MERIDIAN V CLASS 
39N  LIST PRICE $276,536  NOW $175,614  
SAVE $100,922  (888) 480-3175  Sacra-
mento, CA  STK# SAC11441  VIN# M242602

NEW 2011 Damon ASTORIA 40KT  WAS 
$247,769  NOW $179,892  SAVE $67,877  
(888) 903-6787  Harrisburg, PA   STK# 
HAR70426  

NEW 2011 Damon TUSCANY 4078  WAS 
$270,684  NOW $179,995  SAVE $90,689  
(888) 457-4801  Colfax, NC  STK# CFX4440  
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NEW 2011 Damon TUSCANY 4072  WAS 
$271,260  NOW $184,995  SAVE $86,265  
(888) 378-1057  Lake City, FL  STK# 
LAC21661  

NEW 2011 Itasca MERIDIAN V CLASS 
39N  WAS $246,787  NOW $186,995  SAVE 
$59,792  (866) 996-3140  Calera, AL  STK# 
CLE18939  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach ASTORIA 
40KT  WAS $258,185  NOW $189,995  
SAVE $68,190  (888) 682-3036  Churchville, 
NY  STK# CHU72084  

NEW 2011 Damon ASTORIA 40KT  WAS 
$254,146  NOW $188,953  SAVE $65,193  
(866) 775-0682  Roanoke, VA  STK# 
ROA16309  

USED 2005 Monaco 
SIGNATURE CASTLE  
WAS $349,995  NOW 
$185,995  SAVE 
$164,000  (866) 754-
7302  Greenwood, IN  
STK# GRW326647  

NEW 2012 Thor Motor Coach TUSCANY 36UF  
MSRP $277,899  NOW $188,740  SAVE $89,159  
(888) 801-3226  Macon, GA  STK# MAC16637  

NEW 2011 Itasca 
MERIDIAN 40U  LIST 
PRICE $286,735  NOW 
$196,220  SAVE 
$90,515  (888) 331-
1595  Santa Clarita, CA  
STK# AMRV21739  VIN# 
BCAY7953

USED 2005 Monaco SIGNATURE COM-
MANDER 525  WAS $267,880  NOW 
$199,988  SAVE $67,892  (888) 896-2801  
Albuquerque, NM  STK# ARV16142C  

USED 2007 Holiday 
Rambler AMBASSA-
DOR 40DFT    NOW 
$199,777    (888) 727-
2952  North Little Rock, 
AR  STK# LIT18596  

NEW 2011 Winnebago JOURNEY 40L  
WAS $333,631  NOW $209,995  SAVE 
$123,636  (866) 775-0682  Roanoke, VA  
STK# ROA23570  

NEW 2011 Winnebago JOURNEY 40L  
WAS $314,411  NOW $219,790  SAVE 
$94,621  (877) 458-3214  Jacksonville, FL  
STK# JAX19937  

NEW 2011 Damon 
TUSCANY 42FK  WAS 
$315,937  NOW 
$209,995  SAVE 
$105,942  (866) 415-
9726  Golden, CO  STK# 
KC511531  

NEW 2011 Winnebago JOURNEY 40L  
MSRP $280,333  NOW $199,995  SAVE 
$80,338  (888) 727-2952  North Little Rock, 
AR  STK# LIT14119  

NEW 2012 Winnebago TOUR 42QD  WAS 
$396,562  NOW $299,995  SAVE $96,567  
(866) 775-0682  Roanoke, VA  STK# 
ROA20002  

NEW 2011 Damon TUSCANY 42FK  WAS 
$320,655  NOW $229,988  SAVE $90,667  
(888) 896-2801  Albuquerque, NM  STK# 
ARV15739  

NEW 2011 Itasca MERIDIAN 40U  WAS 
$285,053  NOW $219,999  SAVE $65,054  
(888) 471-3546  Chichester, NH  STK# 
GRV507245  

NEW 2011 Damon TUSCANY 42FK  WAS 
$313,863  NOW $219,850  SAVE $94,013  
(866) 775-0682  Roanoke, VA  STK# 
ROA16310  

16 PAGE AUGUST RV SECTION copy.indd   92 5/16/12   1:34 PM

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com
http://www.rvs.com


USED CLASS B & C MOTORHOMES
YEAR/MANUFACTURER/MAKE/MODEL STOCK # LIST NOW*  PHONE NO.

1975 Winnebago MINNIE DODGE MER19691 $11,995 $9,858 (888) 254-9145
2003 Winnebago MINNIE SERIES 24F MB127599 $42,995 $36,895 (888) 692-9016
2004 Forest River SUNSEEKER 3100 HIL39271 $39,950 $36,950 (888) 859-6653
2003 Winnebago MINNIE 31C BAT73304 $44,999 $36,995 (866) 502-8238
2003 Coachmen LEPRECHAUN 305 MB MER22865 $44,995 $37,858 (888) 254-9145
2004 Winnebago MINNIE 29B FTM21975A $40,250 $37,950 (888) 625-5187
2003 Coachmen SANTARA 31 GB40685C $47,658 $37,995 (888) 674-0275
2008 Coachmen FREEDOM EXPRESS 21QB CHU72848 $49,996 $39,995 (888) 682-3036
2007 R-Vision TRAIL LITE 235S KC5CG1053A $48,995 $39,995 (866) 415-9726
2009 Winnebago CHALET 29T KC511425 $49,995 $41,995 (866) 415-9726
2006 Forest River SUNSEEKER 3100SS ASH22506 $55,442 $44,995 (888) 461-1123 
2010 Four Winds CHATEAU 28A CFX4315 $54,995 $44,998 (888) 457-4801
2007 Winnebago CHALET 31CR GB41316 $49,315 $45,995 (888) 674-0275
2011 Thor FREEDOM ELITE 21C STA127329 $59,995 $49,897 (866) 673-0250
2006 R-Vision TRAIL LITE 28 HIL39422 $59,000 $49,950 (888) 859-6653
2010 Four Winds CHATEAU 31R MB128209 $59,995 $49,995 (888) 692-9016
2007 Gulf Stream BT CRUISER 5291B DOT41105C $53,918 $49,995 (888) 450-7060
2007 Forest River LEXINGTON 283 GTS HAR72575 $61,995 $49,995 (888) 903-6787
2008 Coachmen FREELANDER FL3150SS KC1CN01098A $64,990 $53,995 (888) 819-7952
2007 Itasca IMPULSE 31 POR40788 $57,950 $54,988 (888) 850-5575
2008 Winnebago VIEW 24H FTM1258D $59,995 $55,995 (888) 625-5187
2010 Four Winds CHATEAU 31P MES16221 $67,320 $56,888 (888) 542-3819
2010 Forest River SUNSEEKER 2600S TAL41583 $64,995 $56,995 (888) 902-8565
2010 Four Winds CHATEAU 23S WGA23048 $69,980 $59,988 (888) 681-4635  
2008 Jayco GREYHAWK 30 GS KS9180A $66,400 $59,995 (888) 454-1707
2009 Coachmen FREELANDER 2700RS BUF72720 $69,995 $59,995 (888) 865-1507 
2007 Itasca NAVION 23H AMRV22435 $73,995 $59,996 (888) 331-1595
2009 Coachmen FREELANDER 3150SS KC5CG1076A $69,995 $59,999 (866) 415-9726
2009 Four Winds SIESTA 31BH OCA19149 $69,995 $62,888 (877) 774-0328
2005 Isata DYNAMAX 254 STA126387 $79,995 $64,995 (866) 673-0250
2010 Coachmen FREELANDER 2100CB LAC21902 $78,995 $65,995 (888) 378-1057
2010 Forest River LEXINGTON GTS 283TS OCA20811 $83,995 $69,888 (877) 774-0328
2010 Roadtrek POPULAR 190 CLE23987 $79,995 $69,995 (866) 996-3140
2008 Winnebago VIEW 24J HIL39487 $82,000 $80,500 (888) 859-6653

NEW CLASS C MOTORHOMES
YEAR/MANUFACTURER/MAKE/MODEL STOCK # LIST NOW*  PHONE NO.

2012 Thor Motor Coach FREEDOM ELITE 23U LAC21270 $81,119 $66,995 (888) 815-7523
2012 Thor Motor Coach CHATEAU 23U CBI18566 $81,080 $69,995 (866) 820-0335
2012 Thor Motor Coach FREEDOM ELITE 28Z DOT41925 $85,725 $69,995 (888) 450-7060
2012 Jayco GREYHAWK 31SS ARV16105 $95,670 $76,988 (888) 896-2801
2011 Winnebago ACCESS 31N SLV21219 $99,636 $79,381 (877) 834-0429
2011 Four Winds FREEDOM ELITE 23S COL15148 $97,691 $79,995 (888) 848-7312
2012 Jayco GREYHAWK 31FK ORV17297 $97,908 $79,995 (888) 617-5406
2012 Itasca IMPULSE SILVER 31CP SYU70483 $107,595 $88,797 (888) 672-5049
2011 Winnebago VIEW 24K SLV22069 $117,706 $99,995 (877) 834-0429

USED CLASS A GAS MOTORHOMES
YEAR/MANUFACTURER/MAKE/MODEL STOCK # LIST NOW*  PHONE NO.

1984 Georgie Boy GEORGIE BOY 33 LAC21781 $10,995 $8,995 (888) 378-1057
1995 Fleetwood PACE ARROW VISION 35W STR16721F $21,995 $17,995 (888) 860-8684
1999 Holiday Rambler VACATIONER 35WGS MER24265 $29,995 $24,858 (888) 254-9145
1997 Fleetwood PACE ARROW 37 STA126619 $29,995 $25,557 (866) 673-0250
2000 Mtn. High Coachworks PINNACLE 3490 GB41539 $28,391 $25,995 (888) 674-0275
2005 Fleetwood TERRA 31H OCA20820 $34,995 $29,888 (877) 774-0328

USED CLASS A GAS MOTORHOMES (CONT'D)

YEAR/MANUFACTURER/MAKE/MODEL STOCK # LIST NOW*  PHONE NO
2001 Fleetwood SOUTHWIND 32V FTM1101D $39,995 $35,995 (888) 625-5187
2002 Winnebago ADVENTURER 37G LAK9062 $42,248 $37,995 (877) 554-3516
2003 Winnebago SIGHTSEER 31B ASH22501 $48,264 $38,995 (888) 461-1123 
2001 Winnebago  SUNCRUISER 31C BAT71874 $47,999 $39,995 (866) 502-8238
2004 Winnebago SIGHTSEER 27C GRW326357 $49,995 $42,995 (866) 754-7302
2000 Fleetwood PACE ARROW 36Z GRW326714 $49,995 $43,995 (866) 754-7302
2008 Four Winds HURRICANE 30Q CHU73201 $54,995 $45,995 (888) 682-3036
2004 Tiffin ALLEGRO 32BA GR128395 $49,995 $45,995 (888) 484-3906
2005 Coachmen AURORA 3480DS KNOX19758 $67,900 $53,898 (888) 489-5784
2003 Winnebago ADVENTURER  CRV6104A $64,951 $54,998 (877) 450-7415
2003 Coachmen AURORA GOLD 3610KS GR127496 $61,995 $55,299 (888) 484-3906
2006 Georgie Boy PURSUIT 35 DBLS HL6094A $67,790 $55,989 (888) 386-5187
2003 Itasca SUNFLYER 39L JAC40928 $69,995 $58,700 (866) 648-5288
2006 Monaco MONARCH 36PBD AVO15225 $69,888 $59,998 (888) 348-5909
2010 Damon DAYBREAK 3211 JAC41199 $88,900 $72,900 (866) 648-5288
2011 Forest River GEORGETOWN 374TS GR128333 $104,995 $94,500 (888) 484-3906

NEW CLASS A GAS MOTORHOMES
YEAR/MANUFACTURER/MAKE/MODEL STOCK # LIST NOW*  PHONE NO.

2012 Thor Motor Coach ACE EVO29.1 SW10299 $84,966 $69,900 (888) 844-1758
2011 Itasca SUNSTAR 26P ABRV37590 $104,378 $84,572 (888) 614-5201
2012 Thor Motor Coach ACE EVO29.2 GB40601 $107,317 $84,995 (888) 674-0275
2011 Winnebago VISTA 26P OCA20449 $100,620 $84,995 (877) 774-0328
2010 Damon DAYBREAK 34SS COL18597 $101,115 $89,995 (888) 848-7312
2012 Thor Motor Coach HURRICANE 32A DCW8711 $122,214 $99,467 (888) 474-1330
2013 Thor Motor Coach ACE EVO30.1 LIT20652 $109,658 $99,777 (888) 727-2952
2012 Thor Motor Coach CHALLENGER 32VS CHN127899 $131,518 $112,399 (866) 755-9604
2012 Itasca SUNOVA 33C LC16140 $141,090 $114,995 (888) 905-0490
2012 Thor Motor Coach CHALLENGER 37DT DCW8673 $157,016 $129,943 (888) 474-1330

USED CLASS A DIESEL MOTORHOMES
YEAR/MANUFACTURER/MAKE/MODEL STOCK # LIST NOW*  PHONE NO.

1995 Winnebago VECTRA 35RQ KC511146C $29,995 $24,995 (866) 415-9726
2000 Gulf Stream INDEPENDENCE 8352 GRW326876 $54,995 $44,995 (866) 754-7302
2000 Itasca HORIZON 36 HL6163A $60,790 $49,988 (888) 386-5187
2000 Itasca HORIZON 36LD FTM11977A $62,254 $49,995 (888) 625-5187
1995 Country Coach INTRIGUE 40 HIL39890 $59,950 $54,950 (888) 859-6653
1996 Country Coach INTRIGUE 36 FRV10200 $69,995 $59,999 (888) 568-2177
2003 Newmar KOUNTRY STAR 3904 KC1CN01124A $75,990 $69,995 (888) 819-7952
2006 Monaco LA PALMA 34PBD JAC40611 $92,800 $74,900 (866) 648-5288
2003 Newmar DUTCHSTAR 4004 KC1CG0996A $84,990 $74,995 (888) 819-7952
2006 Damon ASTORIA PACIFIC 3579 CBI18317 $96,500 $79,995 (866) 820-0335
2007 Holiday Rambler VACATIONER 34PDD KC2CS030 $94,997 $79,997 (888) 463-3995
2005 Alfa SEE YA 36FD CBI18643 $89,995 $84,350 (866) 820-0335
2004 Newmar NORTHERN STAR 3930 CRV6008A $109,487 $86,775 (877) 450-7415
2010 Four Winds SERRANO 31Z RD40752 $109,988 $89,995 (888) 542-3819
2007 Fleetwood BOUNDER 38V GRV507762 $138,775 $109,997 (888) 471-3546
2008 Coachmen CROSS COUNTRY 382DS STR15659A $134,995 $112,995 (888) 860-8684
2005 Fleetwood DISCOVERY 39L RD40612C $139,988 $119,988 (888) 542-3819
2008 Winnebago DESTINATION 39W WGA21028A $139,995 $129,995 (888) 681-4635  
2006 Winnebago VECTRA 40FD WGA19120 $149,995 $139,995 (888) 681-4635  
2007 Newmar KOUNTRY STAR 3912 OCA20809 $169,995 $147,888 (877) 774-0328
2007 Itasca ELLIPSE 40TD CHU72824 $199,995 $159,995 (888) 682-3036
2009 Holiday Rambler HOLIDAY RAMBLER 41SKQ HAR73484 $199,995 $169,995 (888) 903-6787
2010 Winnebago TOUR 40 STA126511 $249,998 $199,995 (866) 673-0250

CLICK RVS.COM TODAY!
Shop Thousands of RVs from Across America - All Priced to Sell!

*Government fees, state taxes, title, license and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Sales tax not applicable in OR. In Arizona, 
prices plus doc. fee of $399 and pre-delivery inspection. In California, prices not inclusive of government fees and prep charge, finance charge, or emissions testing 
charge. Freight costs vary by state. Not applicable in CA, OH, AR, TX or OR. In Arizona, Texas and Arkansas, ‘List Price’ is equal to ‘MSRP’. Inventory and floorplans vary 
by location. VIN numbers posted at dealership. Advertised inventory available at time of printing. Void where prohibited by law. Offer valid at any Camping World RV 
Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for details. Offers expire 7/31/12.             FR017996-0512
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ACCESSORIES

ARE YOU TIRED OF DOLLY TOWING? 
Do you want to be able to back up with your
dinghy attached? Do you have a car you can't flat
tow? Then check out www.ElectricTowHitch.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS

TRAVEL RESORTS OF AMERICA--Unlimited
free stays at Sycamore Lodge, NC, Gettysburg,
PA & others at low prices. More info on park at
www.travelresorts.com $2,000. 248-872-8629

— DISCOUNT CAMPING — 
Most Economical way to Travel North America
CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET 
800-272-0401  www.membershipresale.com

HOMES FOR SALE

NEW HOMES WITH CUSTOM GARAGES
In Laughlin, NV. 50' RV - 40' Boat Garages. 
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Single Story. Energy Star.
800-828-2744 www.LaughlinHomes.net

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT- FROSTPROOF, FL 
• Porte & Manufactured Homes • Stand Alone
Portes • Resale RV Lots, • Park Models & Manuf
Homes. 1-800-654-5177 • www.lilylake.com

#1 RATED RV RESORT IN S. TEXAS TROPICS
Retama Village/Bentsen Palm Village  
Spend a day, stay forever. Unbelievable ameni-
ties. RV Supersites $40s. RV Port home 
$170s. 956-380-6500 bentsenpalm.com

NORTHERN NECK OF VA. 6.4 ac & 150' on
Myers Creek & dock. Peaceful/secl. **3 RV hkups.
Updated 1916 Farmhouse + gst hse. Delightful
outbldgs, shop. MUST SEE. Margaret Curtis
804-436-5472 gypsycharters@kaballero.com,
Isabell K. Horsley R.E. Ltd. $499,500.

2005 MONACO DYNASTY 400 HP dsl 43',
3 S/O, 3 AC, sat sys, dual LNB less receivers, 
2 TV, ent sys w/remote, W/D, convec oven,
many more opts. 29,601 mi. 614-237-5583
(OH).

MOTORHOMES WANTED

2013 - 1999 MOTORHOMES WANTED
Nationwide — Gas or Diesel Call 
813-783-4000 or 888-783-4009 
for Instant Cash  MotorhomeFinders.com

$$ CASH FOR YOUR MOTORHOME! $$ 
Buying ’06 model year & newer motorhomes!
FREE Nationwide Pickup 
Call Jim Cash Toll Free — 866-687-2274
www.usedrvpros.com • La Mesa RV Center

WE BUY MOTORHOMES 
2000 & NEWER - PAID FOR OR NOT 
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321. 

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER 
Cash for your late model gas or 
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide. 
Toll free 866-803-6787  www.futuresrv.com 

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER
Searching for Pre-Owned RVs 
Call 866.365.1028 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
www.rvbuyerswest.com

SELLING!??? Instant cash for your 2004 - current
Motorhome. All models Top$$ + Quick pickup
Call Joe Punzi 831-458-6166 or 888-829-0254
ext 166 Over the last 50 years! North Bay Ford RV

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID FOR LATE MODEL
motorhomes. All makes and models. No hassles.
For instant cash call Keith Roy (toll-free) at 
1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

TEXAS RV BUYER.com 832-883-CASH '90 & up

PERSONALS

GENT 82 OUTGOING, good personality,
romantic, good humor, seeks lady, 70-80, 
120-175 lbs, long-term relationship, move to
Hawaii. Financially secure, recent photo. 
808-551-4882.

LEGAL SERVICES

MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated. 
• Go with 36+ years experienced law firm. 
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

MAIL FORWARDING SERVICES

AMERICAS MAILBOX FORWARDING IN SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$ 
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/MH  Call us first!

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

2001 HOLIDAY RAMBLER ENDEAVOR 40 FT.
350 diesel engine, low miles, 2 slides
washer/dryer. Contact 712-943-2575 or
gwelte@longlines.com

FACTORY-CERTIFIED PREOWNED NEWELLS
Coaches up to and including 8 model years
from the current model year have a 2 Year/
24000 Mile Limited Warranty. Call for details.
NEWELL COACH CORPORATION, Miami, OK 
1-888-363-9355. View our inventory at
www.newellcoach.com 

2008 WINNEBAGO VIEW 24M, only 70K miles.
Sat TV, water sterilizer, 3.6K LP gen, 188HP
diesel, 15 mpg. Only $68K. 501-562-0900
(AR 71602) Email joewortsmith@yahoo.com

HOLLAND MOTOR HOMES 
www.hollandmotorhomes.com 
800-961-4464 
San Diego, CA

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com
http://www.electrictowhitch.com
http://www.travelresorts.com
http://www.membershipresale.com
http://www.laughlinhomes.net
http://www.lilylake.com
http://www.bentsenpalm.com
http://www.montanallcattorney.com
http://www.americas-mailbox.com/mh
http://www.newellcoach.com
http://www.hollandmotorhomes.com
http://www.motorhomefinders.com
http://www.usedrvpros.com
http://www.futuresrv.com
http://www.rvbuyerswest.com
http://www.texasrvbuyer.com


95MOTORHOME l August 2012

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
50,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer
Listings www.RVT.com or 1.888.479.1099 

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING
WE WILL FINANCE YOUR MOTORHOME BUYER 
RVs of all types: Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads
••• www.RVclearinghouse.com •••     

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com 
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels 
For Sale by Owners 
No Sales Commissions 
Buyers/Sellers     800-546-8457 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES WANTED

DONATE RVS, BOATS, PLANES, CAR/TRUCKS,
REAL ESTATE, SECURITIES or other real property.
Receive an IRS tax receipt from a registered
charity. International Ministry, 800-871-1962. 
Email: streamofgodministries@gmail.com.

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

THE ULTIMATE MOTOR COACH RESORTsm

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO Class A luxury 
central to sunny Palm Springs. Tennis, 
golf, pickleball, Activity Director. 
1-800-892-2992, www.orindio.com 

RV FINANCING

RV LOANS MADE EASY! 
Private Party & Dealer purchases
Essex Credit Corporation -- Solid & Dependable 
www.essexcredit.com -- 866-377-3948

TOURS

RV TOURS & RALLIES for MOTORHOME OWNERS
Exclusive Motorhome Caravans & Rallies 
USA, Canada, Alaska, Mexico, Overseas
Free Vacation Catalog Call 855-385-3622 
www.fantasyrvtours/motorhomes 

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
Alaska • Canada • USA • Mexico + Overseas
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or 
call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897

UV PROTECTION

STOP SUN’S RAYS FROM DESTROYING YOUR RV
Protect your RV with liquid sunscreen for vinyl
decals, stripes, fiberglass, plastic, rubber, tires
800-941-4550 www.phoenixgraphix.com/detail.htm

#1 ONLINE FOR RV FINANCING, THE ORIGINAL!
$399 MONTANA LLC’s —www.RVLLC.com
FINANCING ••• www.RVfinancing.com 
CALL NOW — Toll Free 888-929-4424

SERVICES

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s
save over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA
for professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting     800-565-4504

ACTION SERVICES, LLC 
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT — Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance — For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

PAY NO SALES TAX ON VEHICLES
Let us explain how we can legally help you
We’ve helped thousands in the last 11 years
Call one of our three Montana Attorneys
Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com  866-543-5803

TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS
The best RV tax package in Montana. 24 hours,
7 days a week! Save Thousands!
888-441-5741 -- www.taxfreerv.com

WHY IMPOSE ON FRIENDS? 
Ask about our low cost personalized services:
15 years experienced • Mail and Vehicle Tags
1-888-494-4499 www. myhomeaddressinc.com

AVOID SALES TAX ON RVS AND VEHICLES
Call to speak to a licensed MT attorney about 
setting up an LLC. 10+ years of experience.
Heggen Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.heggenlawoffice.com   888-777-5032

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net 

COMMERCIAL: Open to firms or individuals advertising the sale or re sale of a commercially produced
item or service. $55 per line, four-line minimum, 40 characters per line. For photo ad, limited to RVs
and real estate, add $95 (B/W), $115 (color). For logo add $95 (B/W), $115 (color). No category 
limitations for logos. 6X 5% discount; 12X 10% discount.

BOLDFACE TYPE: Please note first line is boldface at no charge. Add $5/line for additional bold type.

PRIVATE PARTY: For individuals selling personally-owned item, such as an RV, truck, auto, camp ground
membership resale. $30 per line, four-line minimum, 40 characters per line. No charge for phone
number OR email address. For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color print acceptable; high-resolution
digital image preferred). Limit one photo per ad.

OPTIONAL RED TYPE: For your ad to appear in red type, add $50 for Commercial ad, add $25 for
Private Party ad.

HOW TO PLACE AN AD: Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax. Please include your name, address
and phone number. 

Mail: Send with payment (check; money order; VISA, MC, Discover or American Express number,
signature and expiration date) to: 
MotorHome Classifieds, Attention: Sue Seidlitz, 10556 Combie Road #6443, Auburn, CA 95602.
Questions:  Phone 530-268-3005

E-mail: sseidlitz@goodsamfamily.com Fax: 530-653-2090  Attn: Sue Seidlitz

classified rates

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com
http://www.rvt.com
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http://www.rvregistry.com
http://www.orindio.com
http://www.essexcredit.com
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http://www.bennettlawofficepc.com
http://www.taxfreerv.com
http://www.myhomeaddressinc.com
http://www.heggenlawoffice.com
http://www.montanarv.net
http://www.fantasyrvtours/motorhomes
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http://www.phoenixgraphix.com/detail.htm
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 BACK TO BASICS How to Use a Multimeter  

A multimeter, also known as a multi-tester, can be one 
of your most important tools. It allows you to measure a variety 
of electrical functions including DC and AC voltage, continuity 
and resistance. When shopping for a multimeter, choose one that 
is digital because it is easier to read and more accurate than an 
analog (dial) unit.

CHECKING 12-VOLT DC CIRCUITS
Example: A 12-volt DC light bulb fails to function (the bulb 
filament is good), and you have checked the fuse, which is OK.
1. Set the meter on the 20-volt DC scale and touch the red 
probe to the contact inside the socket (+) and the black probe 
to the rim of the socket (-). The reading should be between 12 
and 12.6 volts (battery not being charged). If you get no read-
ing, check for a loose connection behind the light and proceed 
to the next step.
2. To check the hot (+) circuit, touch a meter probe to the bulb 
socket contact and the other probe to the rim (-) of a nearby 
light that works, using extension wires if necessary. If there’s no 
reading, the hot circuit (+) is dead, usually because of a loose 
connection.
3. To check the ground (-) connection, set the meter on “con-
tinuity” and touch one probe to the socket rim (-) on the light 
that does not work, and the other probe to a known good ground, 
such as the socket rim of a nearby light receptacle that works (-). 
A reading indicates that the ground circuit is good. Never test 
continuity in a hot circuit.
Tip: When necessary, use a set of extension wires with clips at 
both ends to extend your meter’s reach.

CHECKING BATTERY CHARGE 
A multi-tester can serve as the “gas gauge” for batteries and to 
measure the viability of your charging sources.

With the vehicle engine running, use the 20-volt DC scale 
to check voltage at the house batteries. The reading should be 
13.5 to 14.2 volts, varying with battery state of charge. A volt-
age reading as low as 13.5 is not ideal, but is normal for some 
engine alternators. If voltage is lower, your recharge capability is 
handicapped by inadequate wiring and/or corroded connectors.

To test motorhome converter output, connect the coach 
to an outside power source (120 volts AC), which operates 
the motorhome’s electrical converter. Then, check voltage at 
house batteries. Normal voltage with a single-stage converter 
is usually about 13.8 volts. Voltage lower than that may be 
caused by under-sized wiring, corroded connectors or an in-
adequate converter. (Voltage will vary between 13.5 and 14.5 
volts with a multi-stage converter, which is a big advantage in 
cold weather.)

When using the multimeter as a “gas gauge,” remember 
that readings should be taken with no load or charging input.

CHECKING RV PARK POWER 
Before hooking up, the electrical outlet should be checked for 
polarity (wires reversed) and/or a faulty ground connection — 
problems that can cause serious damage to your appliances.
Set your meter on the 200-volt AC voltage scale, and take care 
to use the probes carefully to avoid a nasty jolt if a finger inad-
vertently makes contact with the metal tip of a probe.

To check 15- or 30-amp outlets, put the circuit breaker in 
the “on” position and insert the black probe into the half-round 
slot at the top (ground). Then, insert the red probe into the left 
rectangular slot (hot). The reading should be 114 to 126 volts, 
which indicates that the ground connection is good and the re-
ceptacle has power.

Keep the black probe in the ground slot and move the red probe 
to the right slot (neutral); this should not produce a reading — no 
voltage between neutral and ground. If either of the tests fails to 
produce the desired reading do not connect; doing so could cause 
damage or risk of shock. Inform park management.

Checking a 50-amp outlet: Insert the black probe into the half-
round slot (ground) and the red probe into each of the middle rect-
angular middle slots, one after the other. The meter reading should 
be 114 to 126 volts, indicating both are hot and the ground is good.

Insert the black probe into the top rectangular slot (neutral) and 
the red probe into each of the two middle slots. Both tests should 
produce readings of 114-126 volts.

With these tests and others, it’s clear why a digital multimeter 
is a useful tool for motorhome owners. �

Left to right: Multimeters are available in consumer-grade or professional packaging. These meters offer a variety of func-
tions, including the ability to check DC or AC voltage and continuity. Digital models are much easier to read. Multimeters are 
perfect for diagnosing 12-volt DC circuits in lighting and other fixtures. Battery voltage is checked for state of charge and 
charging rate. It’s best to check the integrity of park power before hooking up. Faulty wiring can damage onboard appliances.
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THE MAGELLAN ROADMATE RV GPS — THE NAVIGATORS DESIGNED FOR RV’ERS. GOOD SAM TRAILER LIFE DIRECTORY 
CAMPGROUND INFORMATION PRE-LOADED. HIGHWAY LANE ASSIST. CUSTOMIZABLE RV ROUTES. EXTRA LARGE 7” HIGH 

DEFINITION TOUCH SCREEN. SO FINDING YOUR WAY TO ALL THE SITES YOU LOVE IS JUST A TOUCH AWAY.

MAGELLANGPS.COM

http://www.magellangps.com
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offramp   POSTCARDS FROM THE ROAD
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: We accept transparencies, prints and digital images saved as TIFF, JPEG or EPS fi les. We prefer uncor-
rected photos at the highest available resolution. All images must be unaltered and at least 300 dpi. For prints, we accept 4 5 or 5 7. 
Transparencies should be original 35mm or larger. MotorHome pays $50 for each published photograph. Images, which preferably show 
a motorhome or motorhomes in the setting, must be your own work. Submissions cannot be returned. Send your image, name, address 
and phone number, as well as the story behind your image in 60 words or less (location, special trip or signifi cance, etc.), to: MotorHome 
“Postcards From the Road,” 3300 Fernbrook Lane N #200, Minneapolis, MN 55447; or via email to letters@motorhomemagazine.com. 

p98-MH1208-Off Ramp-EH.indd   98 5/30/12   10:05 AM

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com


Fl
ee

tw
oo

d 
R

V,
 C

ir
cl

e 
1

3
2

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

PG99_FLEETWOOD.indd   99 5/22/12   1:44 PM

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com
http://www.fleetwoodrv.com


PG100_NEWELL.indd   100 5/14/12   1:59 PM

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com
http://www.newellcoach.com


Join the fun at Good Sam’s Daytona Beach Rally,  
November 2-4, 2012!  We’ll be camping at none other than 
Daytona International Speedway, with Rally activities taking 
place right in the infield.  Take advantage of the Early Bird 
discount, and register today!

Reba McEntire
Katharine McPhee!

TheRally.com  800-701-1399

59
35
-C

S

in Daytona Beach, FL  November 2-4, 2012
At the Good Sam Rally

Come Join Us!

It’s All Happening in Daytona!

PG41_WESTONLY_RALLY.indd   41 5/21/12   2:13 PM
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Welcome to our digital edition of MotorHome magazine. This format makes it
easy for you to navigate the magazine and provides direct links to Internet
sites of our advertisers, our MotorHome.com web site, and many web sites to
supplement our editorial features.

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital MotorHome magazine, and we encourage
your comments and suggestions to our editor at ehubbard@goodsamfamily.com

Click on the MotorHome.com button to go directly to
our Web site.

Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring you back
to this page.

Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table of
Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.

Click on the Arrow buttons to navigate between pages.

Click on the Magnify glass buttons to zoom in and zoom out.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital MotorHome:

When the hand icon changes to a pointing finger, it indicates a link to a 
web site or to another page in the magazine.

http://www.motorhomemagazine.com

	Getaway: Get to know Mark Twain Birthplace State Historic Site
	Portable Pastimes: 10 Ways to Enrich Your Life While on the Road
	Porcupine Mountains
	Endless Fun in Western Colorado
	Keep Your Cool
	Product Evaluation
	Keep the Gears Turning
	Lazy Daze 24-Foot Twin King Bed
	Departments
	Table of Contents
	On Ramp
	P.O. Box
	Contact Us
	Life on the Road
	Escapes
	Events
	Noteworthy/News Briefs
	Wheels & Gear
	Crossroads
	Quick Tips
	Hands On
	Hot Line
	Coach & Powertrain
	Back to Basics
	Off Ramp


	PREVIOUS: 
	COM: 
	IN: 
	OUT: 
	GUIDE: 
	TOC: 
	NEXT: 


