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by BOB LIVINGSTON
EDITORIAL

LOWER CARBON
FOOTPRINT

I

t’s pretty clear that green initiatives are
not just a passing fad. People from
around the world are serious about preserving the earth and finding ways to
protect and conserve our natural and
man-made resources. Leaving a smaller
carbon footprint is a large part of “going
green,” so all eyes were on the 46th
annual RVIA National RV Trade Show,
held in Louisville, Kentucky, last December. Anticipation was high that new
energy-efficient RVs would be displayed.
We were not disappointed.
The highlights included the unveiling of the Winnebago Via/Itasca Reyo, the
first Class A built on a European-built
Sprinter chassis. No, this is not a coachfactory modified Sprinter cab and chassis; it’s a dedicated Class A rail powered
by a reliable 3.0-L Mercedes-Benz diesel.
Inside, the coach is surprisingly livable,
thanks in part to our friends at Tecnoform,
the Italian design firm that produces
modern, European-style interior components for the RV and boating industries.
Look for this rig to cruise the highways
sipping diesel fuel at around 15 MPG.
Down the hall, another RV first was
being touted. Freightliner introduced the
ecoFRED chassis, a Class A rail sporting
a 27,000-pound gross vehicle weight rating and a hybrid diesel power system.
The chassis combines a front-mounted
diesel engine (just like the standard
FRED chassis) with a stout electric motor
powered by lithium-ion batteries.
I got the chance to test drive a 36foot coach built on the ecoFRED chassis
while at the show. The 300-HP Cummins
ISB 6.7-L electronic diesel (620 LB-FT of
torque) and electric motor do a good job
propelling the coach, although it’s not a
“rocketship” by any means. Off the line,
the electric motor gives the rig a boost
to get it going; the diesel engine comes
in when the load dictates additional
power is needed.
The ecoFRED chassis is a work in
progress, with a number of programming
changes scheduled by the time it goes into
production this summer. For example, the
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one I drove was not equipped with an idleoff feature; production chassis will have
this capability, which will help improve fuel
economy. At this point, Freightliner engineers refrained from speculating on
mileage, but we already know the standard
FRED chassis is good for 11-plus MPG, so
projecting 13–14 MPG is not unrealistic.
The efficient Eaton six-speed automated-manual transmission used on the
ecoFRED gets a lot of the fuel economy
credit. This transmission is new to the
RV industry, and it really makes the
motorhome interesting and fun to drive.
It shifts just like a manual transmission,
going through the motions as if the driver was depressing a clutch and moving
the shifter, but without human involvement. It even feels and sounds like you’re
shifting manually. In this case, though,
it’s impossible to miss a shift.
The batteries are charged via the
diesel engine and through regenerative
braking, whereby the electric motor reverses direction while braking. This not
only helps charge the batteries, but
assists in stopping the motorhome. The
regenerative braking is so effective, it felt
like I needed to accelerate to get to my
stopping point. Indeed, this will increase
service brake life dramatically.
While the above examples are just two
of the energy-efficient entries at the trade
show, the floor was filled with new, smaller motorhomes throughout the class range
(see “Industry Innovations,” page 34).
Ironically, new fuel-efficient rigs
were being displayed while the price of
fuel was dropping to prices we haven’t
seen in years. Fortunately, the price of
fuel is predicted (at press time) to stay
down for a while, but it’s certainly refreshing to know that we now have options, even though improving our carbon
footprint may not be cost-effective. ◆
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CONTACT

P.O. BOX: Write to the Editorial Office address
below, or e-mail letters@motorhomemagazine.com
(please, no e-mail attachments); include your full
name, city and state. Selected letters and e-mails
will be edited for style and content and published.

Spending time with your family.
Enjoying yourself while RVing.
Knowing you are protected and insured,

Priceless!

HOT LINE: Hot Line is a forum for the resolution of conflicts between consumers and RV
dealers and manufacturers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting
all other resources, send typed letters to
MotorHome Hot Line (no phone calls, please) at
the Editorial Office and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a selfaddressed, stamped envelope. Selected letters
will be edited and published unless otherwise
requested. MotorHome does not knowingly
accept deceptive or misleading advertising —
please notify Hot Line if you have a contrary
experience with respect to any merchandise or
service advertised herein.

Check out our new lower rates and our new
website at www.GilbertRVInsurance.com

Lower Prices ....
Better Coverages!

COACH & CHASSIS, POWERTRAIN:
Questions of a technical nature may be sent to
each column at our Editorial Office, or via e-mail
to: TLMHCC@aol.com (Coach & Chassis), or tech
@motorhomemagazine.com (Powertrain); include
your city and state or province. Selected letters
will be answered in the magazine (or on our Web
site), but time doesn’t permit individual replies.

RV

Insurance

REPRINTS, BACK ISSUES: Copies of articles are available for $3.95 each. Specify the
article title and issue, and send a check or
money order payable to Affinity Media, plus
your name and address, to the Editorial Office.
Back issues are available for $5.95 each; please
follow above procedure. Permission to reprint
or quote excerpts from published articles is
considered upon request, when credit is given.

FREELANCE QUERIES: Writers’ guidelines
are available upon request. Send queries to
the Editorial Office. Manuscripts submitted for
publication must include your Social Security
or tax I.D. number and full return postage.
Although every reasonable precaution is taken,
MotorHome assumes no liability for unsolicited
manuscripts and/or photography.
PRIVACY PROMISE: We recognize that your
privacy is important to you and we’re committed to
helping you protect it. You should know that we
will never intentionally share your name, address
and other personal information with anyone for
their use if you have asked us not to do so. When
you subscribe to MotorHome, please tell us if you
don’t want your name and address shared with
other reputable companies or if you don’t want to
receive our marketing offers. We’ll mark your
account for a three-year period so that it will not
be selected for product and/or service offers that
you’ve told us you are not interested in receiving.
If you change your mind, get in touch with us and
ask that we include you in future offerings. You
may ask to not be included in future offerings at
any time and it’ll be taken care of promptly. Please
contact us at MotorHome Mail Preference Service,
P.O. Box 445, Mt. Morris, IL 61054, or call us at
(800) 678-1201. This policy does not apply to email marketing; we will not send you commercial
e-mails unless you have authorized us to do so.

Gilbert RV Insurance is underwritten by specialty RV
insurance companies that have earned a rating of "A"
or better from the prestigious A.M. Best directory.

EDITORIAL OFFICE: MotorHome, 2575 Vista
Del Mar, Ventura, CA 93001. Fax: (805) 6674484. Web site: www.motorhomemagazine.com. ◆
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YOU LIKE TO SEE MORE
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That’s the question we asked
in our December 2008 issue,
and here are some of the
replies we received.
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REMEMBER TO RECYCLE
In response to your question in the December 2008 magazine, I’d like more campgrounds
to have recycling bins, especially for paper, aluminum cans and plastic bottles. The money
gained from recycling could go toward upkeep of the facility.
SYLVIA RUBLE l SIBOLO, TEXAS
PET PERKS
I would like to see improved pet-walk areas and larger fenced exercise areas for pets. Overall, more pet-friendly RV parks would be a plus. Also, more hiking and walking trails like
those I see in many state parks.
BRUCE GABBY l GREER, ARIZONA
GETTING WIRED
I would very much like to see WiFi connections that work. Many campgrounds advertise
WiFi; however, there are only a few where I can actually use the connection inside my RV.
I’d be willing to pay a small nightly fee for a connection inside my rig.
ED JACKLITCH l SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
MAKING TIME FOR THE CLASSICS
I was glad to see the article on the restored Prevost (“Busman’s Holiday,” December 2008).
I’ve been reading MotorHome and Trailer Life for more than 25 years, and I’ve always
wished that they would include articles or a monthly section on restoring classics. I have
a 20-year-old Aero Cruiser and there is an active club for the 200 or so that are still on the
road. Restoring RVs is becoming a big hobby.
DALE MAGGIO l SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA
THE CCC CHANGED LIVES
Thank you for the article “Celebrating the CCC” in your December 2008 issue. My dad
graduated from high school one day and enlisted in the CCC the next. Because there were
an excess of workers in Iowa, he was sent to work in Wyoming. He worked on a project
building Bull Lake Dam on the Wind River Indian Reservation.
The CCC has received so little recognition for all it did for this country. Thank you
for giving this worthwhile organization recognition, which has been a long time in coming
in most cases.
M.G. GILLETT l CHEYENNE, WYOMING
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Got your eye on a new RV?
Contact GEICO today to see how much you can save on RV insurance.

Call 1-877-434-2678 for a
free rate quote.

®
RV coverage is underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or
companies. Government Employees Insurance Co. ¥ GEICO General Insurance Company ¥ GEICO Indemnity Company ¥ GEICO Casualty Company. These companies are
subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO Washington, DC 20076 © 2008 GEICO
Geico, Circle 134 on Reader Service Card
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HONORING THE CCC
Your December 2008 article about the CCC
was interesting to me because my father
was part of this program during 1934/
1935. When I was a child, he told me about
the work he did in Oregon, which included
building roads in logging camps. Up until I
read this article, I didn’t realize how big
and important this program was in building the state and national park systems.
My father has since passed away.
Where can I find out more facts about what
projects my father might have worked on?
MARK LUDLOW
LITTLE RIVER, SOUTH CAROLINA

The Web site www.ccclegacy.org should be
able to help guide you in your efforts, Mark.
CLARIFYING HIGH DEFINITION
I’d like to point out an error in the December 2008 article “(Motor)Home Movies.” It
states that all of the video cameras reviewed
are capable of high-definition recording. This
is not true of the Sony DCR-SR220, which
is not capable of high-definition recording.
All Sony models capable of high-definition
recording are prefixed with the letters HD,
as in the case of the HDR-SR10, which most
closely compares with the competitors’
models in the article and sells for $899.
MICHAEL MCALLISTER
CAMP VERDE, ARIZONA
BONDING OVER BERRIES
While camping one day, my partner and I met
a family when we were picking berries. When
I started to clean the berries, they asked if
we wanted to see how they winnow them. I
thought that was funny because of the Winnebagos there. We baked six berry pies on
their wood stove, and that’s what we all had
for dinner. None of us had ever seen each
other before or since, but we sure had fun!
RUTH HILL
CHETWYND, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Share your fun or unusual camping
stories with us. Write to us at letters@
motorhomemagazine.com. ◆
Correction: The December 2008 article
“Freedom II Serenity” erroneously stated
that the bath is located curbside; in fact,
it is located on the streetside of the rig.
The Great Outdoors, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card
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We’ll Always be
There for You.
The road is yours for the taking when you are
riding on a Spartan chassis. Go where you want,
when you want with confidence.
After all, Spartan will be there. Day or night, that’s
our commitment to you.
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“Someday...” belongs
in your rearview mirrors.
---------------------------Dream it. Do it.
See your dealer today!

Idjg

6bZg^XVch`cdlVaaVWdji¸hdbZYVn#¹<didi]Zbddc4
?jan'%!&.+.#Cdi¸hdbZYVn#¹6iL^ccZWV\d!lZ»kZ
heZci*%nZVgh]Zae^c\eZdeaZijgc¸hdbZYVn¹^cid¸cdl¹#
?djgcZn



6cYlZ»gZcdiVWdjiidhide#LZ»kZ\dibdgZ\gZVi
X]d^XZhi]VcZkZg!^cXajY^c\Vl^YZgVc\Zd[h^oZh!
ÄddgeaVchVcYZc\^cZdei^dch#6cYadl^ciZgZhigViZh
bV`Zi]ZbZkZcWZiiZgkVajZh#HZZ]dl\gZVi¸hdbZYVn¹

9Zhi^cVi^dc

add`h^cndjggZVgk^Zlb^ggdgh/hZZndjgYZVaZgidYVn#

;:6IJG:9IDI=:G><=I

6YkZcijgZg

–– 2009 Adventurer ––

H^\]ihZZg

6aa"cZl[dg'%%.!djgegZb^Zg8aVhh6\VhbdYZa[ZVijgZh
ZmX^i^c\cZlÄddgeaVchVcYVbZc^i^Zh!a^`Zi]ZkZghVi^aZ
K^hiV

(*Ol^i]Wjc`WZYhi]ViXdckZgi
ZVh^an[gdbWjc`idlVgYgdWZ!VcY
i]Z(-Cl^i]VkV^aVWaZGZhi:Vhn

Djiadd`

I]ZVigZHZVi^c\VcYÃgZeaVXZ#HZZi]Z6YkZcijgZg·
VcYi]ZZci^gZL^ccZWV\da^cZ·VindjgYZVaZgidYVn#

6XXZhh

6heZXi
© 2008 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

K^Zl
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escapes
by DENISE SANTOYO

E V E N T S l N OT EWO RT H Y l N EWS B R I E F S l C RO S S ROA D S

IRRESISTIBLE ICE
Alaska’s gurgling Glacier Bay
Glacier Bay National Park and
Preserve is an eclectic marine wilderness
that includes tidewater glaciers, ocean
coastlines, fjords, and freshwater lakes
and rivers. It collects numerous glaciers
that descend into the bay from the surrounding high mountains. In fact, the park
includes some 12 tidewater glaciers that
calve into the bay; as water undermines
some of the ice fronts, icebergs break
loose and crash into the water.
As part of one of the world’s largest in-

MOTORHOME l March 2009

ternationally protected biosphere reserves,
Glacier Bay is a World Heritage Site. Located near the southeast Alaska gateway communities of Juneau, Haines and Skagway,
it can only be reached by boat or plane.
However, the nearby Skagway Mountain
View RV Park has 91 sites with water and
electricity, laundry facilities, RV wash facilities, dump station and WiFi, and provides
local tour reservations.
For more information, call (907) 697-2230,
or go to www.nps.gov/glba. — Dale Myers
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EVENTS

by KAITLYN VOYCE

MARCH
14-15
Visit Connecticut’s only
maple festival at the
Hebron Maple Festival.
Take a tour of the four
maple sugar houses,
learn how maple syrup
is made and used,
and shop for some
maple products to
take home; www
.hebronmaplefest.com.

MARCH 6-8 l Find unique
accessories for your home and
motorhome alike at Antique
Spectacular in Rock Island,
Illinois, featuring pieces from
around the world. The show
will be overflowing with a large
selection of fine antiques and
collectables for sale; (712)
326-9964, www.antique
spectacular.com.

MARCH 7 l Explore life in
the 18th and 19th centuries
with Colonies of the Gulf
Coast at Historic Fort Gaines
in Dauphin Island, Alabama.
There will be basket weaving
and open-hearth cooking
demonstrations, as well as a
resident blacksmith. Camping
is available; (251) 861-6992,
www.dauphinisland.org.

MARCH 7-8 l Head to Moab,
Utah, for the Quilting in the
Red Rocks Quilt Show. More
than 120 antique, traditional,
art, wearable art and home
décor quilts will be on display
at this free event. A certified
appraiser will also be on hand;
www.discovermoab.com.

MARCH 14 l Celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day at Féile Franklin,
a Celtic street festival. Explore
historic downtown Franklin,
Tennessee, while enjoying Irish
music, dance, food, beer tasting
and more; (615) 591-8500,
www.historicfranklin.com.

MARCH 8 l You don’t have
to be a professional skier to
participate in the Tour of
Anchorage in Anchorage,
Alaska. With 25K, 40K and
50K freestyle distances, these
point-to-point races are for
amateur cross-country skiers of
all abilities; (907) 276-7609,
www.anchorage.net/1264.cfm.

MARCH 21 l Join Operation
Clean Sweep at Jenny Wiley
State Resort in Prestonsburg,
Kentucky, and give back to the
state park community. Gather
with fellow volunteers in the
morning to help keep the park
clean, then enjoy a cookout in
the afternoon. Camping is available on-site; (800) 325-0142,
www.parks.ky.gov.

MARCH 12-15 l Kick off the
new season at the Springfest
Flower & Garden Show in
Augusta, New Jersey. The show
features a 5,000 square-foot
conservatory, demonstrations,
plant sales, boutique, café
and more; (973) 948-9448,
www.springfestgardenshow.com.

MARCH 27-29 l Enjoy a
Women’s Getaway Weekend
at North Bend State Park in
Cairo, West Virginia. There will
be haircuts, facials, kitchen
tips, crafts and much more
with camping opportunities
available; (304) 643-2931,
www.northbendsp.com.

RV SHOWS
March 5-8
Central New York RV and
Camping Show & Sale
Syracuse, N.Y.; (877) 228-8240
March 5-8
Colorado RV, Sports,
Boat & Travel Show
Denver, Colo.; (303) 892-6800
March 5-8
Jacksonville RV SuperShow
Jacksonville, Fla.; (813) 741-0488
March 5-8
Manitoba RV Show & Sale
Winnipeg, Manitoba
(204) 452-1227
March 5-8
Montreal RV Show
Montreal, Quebec
(514) 338-1471
March 5-8
Northern Washington RV Show
Monroe, Wash.; (253) 756-2121
March 6-8
Atlantic City RV & Camping Show
Atlantic City, N.J.; (732) 449-4004
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March 6-8
Campers World RV Show
York, Pa.; (610) 767-5026
March 6-8
Central Illinois Recreational Show
Peoria, Ill.; (309) 692-6465
March 6-8
Columbus RV Supershow
Columbus, Ohio; (941) 827-7144
March 6-8
Rhode Island RV & Camping Show
Providence, R.I.; (732) 449-4004
March 12-15
Central Oklahoma RV Dealer Association’s
RV SuperShow
Oklahoma City, Okla.; (405) 376-3897
March 12-15
Iowa RV & Travel Show
Des Moines, Iowa; (763) 383-4400
March 13-15
Acadiana RV & Camping Show
Lafayette, La.; (888) 948-1355
March 13-15
Alpena Camper & RV Show
Alpena, Mich.; (517) 349-8881

March 13-15
Lexington RV Supershow
Lexington, Ky.; (941) 827-7144
March 13-15
Virginia RV Show
Hampton, Va.; (804) 425-6556
March 20-22
Las Vegas Sportsmen’s Boat,
RV & Travel Show
Las Vegas, Nev.; (805) 290-2203
March 26-29
Annual Spring RV Show
Sacramento, Calif.; (800) 782-7469
March 26-29
Quebec City RV Show
Quebec City, Quebec; (514) 338-1471
March 27-29
Northwest Michigan Camper & RV Show
Traverse City, Mich.; (517) 349-8881
March 27-29
Rockford RV, Camping & Travel Show
Rockford, Ill.; (815) 877-8043
March 27-29
Springfield RV & Recreation Show
Springfield, Ill.; (309) 692-6465
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Naples Motorcoach Resort
Announcing the Opening of Florida’s
Newest Premier Motorcoach Resort.

13300 Tamiami Trail East • Naples, FL 34113
866.622.5142 • www.signaturervresorts.com
Signature Naples Motorcoach Resort, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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NOTEWORTHY l NEWS BRIEFS

ROADMASTER ENTERS THE
EUROPEAN MARKETPLACE

T

owing system manufacturer
Roadmaster Inc. has ventured into the European
market, setting up a distribution system in Amsterdam
for launching retail sales in its latest expansion venture.
“Europeans have never towed cars behind their motorhomes,”
said Jerry Edwards, founder and president of the Portland, Oregon,
company. “And they have about half a million motorhomes over there.”
After Roadmaster received approval in 2008 for its tow bar to be used
by European “caravaneers” from the Dutch National Police Agency in The
Netherlands, which acts as a safety certification authority, Roadmaster tow bars
were automatically certified for use in other European Union countries with the
exception of Germany, where approval is pending, Edwards explained. Approval
was initially received for use in Holland before expanding to cover other areas.
Roadmaster products were introduced in Europe during the 2008 Caravan
Salon RV show in Düsseldorf, Germany, and drew a great deal of consumer
attention, Edwards said.
“On average there were no less than 20 people in our booth at any time,”
Eric Jason, national sales manager, noted. “Our product was judged to be one
of the top three new products shown at Düsseldorf.”
Roadmaster tow bars will be manufactured in Oregon and distributed from
a warehouse in Amsterdam. “The Netherlands is a good location to get to the
larger part of Europe when it comes aboard,” Edwards added.
New brackets were designed for the front ends of European cars so they can
be towed. When European motorhomers tow, they use a ball system to attach the
tow bar to the towing vehicle as opposed to the receiver system used in the U.S.
“What really brought it about in Europe was the lack of standards,” Jason
said. “People were towing cars with handmade, antiquated towing systems.
Whatever they could weld together, they used.”
Jason indicated the company’s challenge is to educate European motorhome
owners about towing cars behind their coaches. “This is a totally new concept to
them in general,” Jason said. “They’ve not been exposed to the towing culture.”
One of the difficulties in opening the European market to a U.S.-built
product is the currency conversion. Roadmaster intends to sell a package that
includes the tow bar, necessary wiring, safety cables and towed-vehicle brakes
for 5,000 euros — which in early November 2008 was equivalent to $5,400
dollars. “It’s tough to tell right now what the European price will be because of
the fluctuation of the euro, which has dropped quite a bit,” Edwards concluded.
How well will Europeans embrace the new product? According to Edwards,
Roadmaster “expects to do some numbers, but we have no idea how many.”
In the U.S., Roadmaster towing systems are distributed wholesale through
major distributors, including Coast to Coast Systems, Stag-Parkway, Arrow and
NTP. Camping World is Roadmaster’s largest retailer. — Bob Ashley
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News Briefs
RVDA, the National RV Dealers Association, honored Itasca, Jayco, Tiffin and
Winnebago last December with its
Quality Circle Award. The award is given
to manufacturers that score 80 percent
or higher in overall dealer satisfaction,
which is rated in eight core areas: sales
support, sales territory, vehicle design,
vehicle quality, parts support, competitive price/value, dealership warranty
support and overall dealer communications. This is the 13th consecutive year
that Winnebago has received the award.
Online classified Web site RVT.com has
partnered with GetRV.com to add RV
rentals to its portfolio. RVT customers who
are not yet ready to purchase a motorhome
will have the opportunity to sample the RV
experience by renting through GetRV.com,
which will search their local area for available units.
Last November, Class C manufacturer
Bigfoot Industries closed its doors. The
company, which was based in Armstrong,
British Columbia, was one of Canada’s
largest RV manufacturers and had been
in business for 31 years.
Great Smoky Mountains National Park is
celebrating its 75th anniversary this year
with a series of events and activities leading up to a big anniversary weekend celebration June 13-15. This spring, there
will be an Employee and Alumni Reunion,
bringing together past and present National Park Service employees, park partners,
CCC workers, volunteers and others. Go
to www.greatsmokies75th.org for more information about the anniversary events.
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For Reservations Call 888.277.0789
www.motorcoachcountryclub.com

80-501 Avenue 48
Indio, CA 92201

A Special Offer from Signature Resorts
25% Off Daily Rental Rates
S O M E R E S T R I C T I O N S A P P LY.

Signature Motorcoach Country Club Indio, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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CROSSROADS

PHOTO: ARKANSAS TOURISM

escapes

GO WITH THE FLOW
The Buffalo National River, designated in 1972 as the country’s first
national river, flows wild and free for 135 miles, cutting a winding path through limestone bluffs in the Arkansas Ozarks. One of the Lower 48’s few remaining undammed
rivers, the Buffalo offers an unspoiled setting for floating, fishing and family fun.
The stretch of river from Tyler Bend to Gilbert provides a safe and scenic float
for all ages. In the early spring, the Upper Buffalo, swollen by spring rain, attracts
seasoned paddlers for a fast and furious ride. The length of a float trip can range
from hours to days, depending on the time of year and the water flow. Most visitors
choose distances of eight miles or less. Outfitters are available to rent canoes and
shuttle guests to and from entry and exit points.
Three RV campgrounds are on-site; Buffalo Point Campground, situated along
the river, is the largest and offers water and electricity March through November.
Private campgrounds in the area provide full hookups and amenities.
For more information, call (870) 439-2502, or go to www.nps.gov/buff. — Arline Chandler

PULL-TAB ART

Traverse Bay, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card

More than 30 years ago,
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NORTH of ORDINARY

Herman Divers decided he needed
a hobby. “You can’t get into trouble
when you’re working,” he said.
Divers, the “master of pull-tab
engineering,” worked a full-time
job by day and at night he pieced
together beverage pull tabs. He
used 197,200 removable beverage
tabs from the early 1970s to create a full-size replica of a motorcycle.
Rosslyn Schultz, director of the Grassroots Art Center in Lucas, Kansas,
estimates that the two-seater “automobile” Diver also created contains four
times as many interlocking tabs. The pieces are made entirely of beverage-can
pull tabs, without reinforcement of any kind.
Eighty-five-year-old Divers’ work is just one of the permanent displays at
the Grassroots Art Center, which is open year-round. The town of Lucas is located
15 miles north of Interstate 70 off State Highway 232.
RV camping is available at nearby Wilson State Park (call 620-672-5911,
or go to www.kdwp.state.ks.us).
For more information, call (785) 525-6118, or visit www.grassrootsart.net.
— Mary Zalmanek ◆
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For Reservations Call 866.897.9300
www.lasvegasmotorcoachresort.com

8175 Arville Street
Las Vegas, NV 89139

Another Reason That Anytime Is The Right Time For Vegas
25% Off Daily Rental Rates
S O M E R E S T R I C T I O N S A P P LY.

Signature Las Vegas Motorcoach Resort, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card

018-MH03 PG 18 - VOGT MH

12/29/08

12:55 PM

Page 18

READY TO STEAL A NEW MOTOR HOME?
Act NOW Before It Is Too Late!

INCREDIBLE SAVINGS ON AMERICA’S FAVORITE RVS!
YOUR
CHOICE
$99,988
Choose from two

Choose from several

2008 JAYCO SENECA

2008 ALLEGRO TIFFIN DIESEL

Kodiak diesel chassis, full body paint, slides, overhead beds,
ÀDWVFUHHQ79VWRQVRIRSWLRQVWZR\HDUZDUUDQW\VHYHUal to choose from, but, demand is HIGH! Don’t miss out!

 GHJUHH ZKHHO FXW GLHVHO JHQHUDWRU WULSOH VOLGH  LQFUHDVH LQ
IXHO HFRQRP\ IURP JDV PRGHO &XPPLQV SRZHU VLGH YLHZ FDPHUDV
DLU FRLO VOHHSHU VRID LQFUHGLEOH ÀRRUSODQ 7LI¿Q TXDOLW\ GRQ¶W PLVV RXW

2008 MONACO LIQUIDATION SALE!












Hurry!
Only 15
Left!

2008 MONACO CAYMAN 39 PBT

2008 MONACO CAYMAN 35 SBD

$119,988

VOGT MOTORHOMES
5301 Airport Freeway
Fort Worth, TX 76117
817-831-1800
www.vogtrv.com

340 HP diesel pusher
8K Onan diesel genrator
Luxury full body paint
Leveling jacks
3-Camera rear vision system
2QHSLHFH¿EHUJODVVURRI
Home theater surround sound
Raised rail chassis
Full air ride with air brake
Full awning package
Much, much more

$125,988

Texas-Sized Savings
VOGT
RV CENTERS
U

S

A

Vogt RV Center, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card
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by RICHARD & ELLEN THANE

EVERY COLOR OF
THE RAINBOW

getaway

The spectacular
wildflower bloom
at Amboy Crater
in Southern
California is a
springtime delight
hile browsing the

PHOTOS: THANES

Above: The area surrounding Amboy Crater
is rich with pink sand
verbena during the
spring months. Right:
The road approaching
the crater is dotted
with desert blossoms.

MOTORHOME l March 2009

book displays in Joshua
Tree National Park’s Oasis
Visitor Center in Twentynine Palms, California, last spring, we
happened to overhear an excited couple
describing to park rangers the amazing
wildflower bloom they had driven through
while traveling south from Las Vegas
through the Mojave National Preserve to
reach Joshua Tree National Park.
“As far as the eye can see,” they
said, “Especially around Amboy Crater
and along the road south of there leading
into Twentynine Palms. Purple, yellow,
pink — miles and miles of wildflowers.”
“And where,” I asked, “is Amboy
Crater?” I’d never heard of it before. It
turns out that Amboy Crater is one of
the many interesting places you should
see while visiting Joshua Tree National
Park and the surrounding area.
Located about 50 miles, or 45 minutes, northeast of Twentynine Palms, the
town of Amboy was once a popular stop
for travelers along historic U.S. Route
66. With the opening of Interstate 40 in
the 1960s, traffic and tourism dropped
off and Amboy became a ghost town
along the famous roadway. Sadly, the
town is haunted by nothing more vital
than tumbleweeds and cactus now, but
it has not been completely forgotten —
Hollywood continues to use the old Roy’s
Motel and Café as a backdrop for movies
set in the 1950s. Fuel and minimal supplies are available in town, as well. And
it turns out that, as a designated National Natural Landmark, the adjacent
Amboy Crater and lava field is still a popular stop for photographers, nature
lovers, families and, of course, RVers.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
AMBOY CRATER NATIONAL
NATURAL LANDMARK
(760) 326-7000,
www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/needles/
amboy.html.
CALIFORNIA TOURISM
(877) 225-4367,
www.visitcalifornia.com.
Circle 210 on Reader Service Card.
JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL PARK
(760) 367-5500,
www.nps.gov/jotr.
TWENTYNINE PALMS RESORT
(760) 367-3320,
www.29palmsresort.com.

AMBOY
CRATER

Top, left: Fields of spring wildflowers,
from March through May, make
Amboy Crater a popular destination
for photography and horticultural buffs.
Top, right: The crater is an excellent
example of an almost perfectly symmetrical volcanic cinder cone.
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Amboy Crater is a cinder cone-type crater formed in layers of mostly vesicular
pahoehoe — basaltic lava that has a smooth, billowy or ropy surface. It is situated in one
of the youngest volcanic fields in the country, and geologists estimate its age at around
6,000 years old. A wonderful example of an almost perfectly symmetrical volcanic
cinder cone, Amboy was designated a National Natural Landmark in 1973 and is maintained by the Bureau of Land Management. It was in these lava fields that the Mars
rovers were tested before being sent into space.
We set out from Twentynine Palms early the next morning, determined to experience the
crater and its fields of spring flowers for ourselves. Driving north on Amboy Road, the extravaganza of impossible colors began before we even reached the outskirts of town. First, there
were massive carpets of brilliant pink sand verbena, punctuated with gleaming white dune
primrose. Here and there we’d spot a delicate desert lily nodding above the other groundhugging blossoms. As the road rose in elevation the flowers changed to deep purple Arizona
lupine and golden yellow brittlebush growing among the dark volcanic rock.
As we approached Bristol Dry Lake with its sparkling salt deposits and chloride
extraction plants, we could see the crater rising northeast of us and we entered the broad, surrounding valley of lava rock. More than 24 square miles in size, this is a desolate region most
of the year but on the day of our visit the entire valley shimmered in the golden colors of acre
after acre of desert sunflowers. We’d never seen such a massive wildflower display.
Upon reaching the old historic U.S. Highway 66, off to the east we could see the few
buildings remaining in once-thriving Amboy. Turning west onto Highway 66 we drove about
a mile to the Amboy Crater turnoff.
Parking in the large day-use area, we were surrounded by vast clusters of ebullient pink
sand verbena growing around the inky black volcanic rock. A few other photographers, like
us, prowled the lava fields snapping away at flowers that weaved and bobbed in a stiff wind.
We hadn’t planned to spend all day here but after looking out over the trail from the
shaded viewing platform (which is wheelchair accessible) we couldn’t resist grabbing
our water bottles and setting out on the 3.3-mile roundtrip hike to the top of the basalt
crater, rising 250 feet above the Mojave Desert floor. The hike to the rim and back can
take half a day, so be prepared. Be sure to bring plenty of water and food, a hat, sunscreen
and sturdy footwear, and keep an eye out for snakes and other desert wildlife.
What should have been an easy two-hour walk over the mostly level trail took us most
of the morning, as every step seemed to present an even more beautiful spectacle of the
glorious flowers and surrounding landscape. Pastel mountains rose on the horizon beyond
the golden valley and bright-red trains wound their way through the flowers as they traveled between Barstow and Needles.
Reaching the base of the crater, the trail rose sharply to the rim. A stiff wind that had
plagued us on the valley floor accelerated as we reached the top, requiring caution, lest it blow
us from the narrow trail and right down into the depths of the cone. We could clearly see that
this isn’t just one crater but a series of four, with each one nesting within the earlier ones.
A young family, with a firm hold on their children and an avid interest in geology, exMarch 2009 l
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Foretravel chooses
HWH® Active Air
for Advanced Technology Coach

“The best keeps getting better. Foretravel is proud to work
with HWH and their “Active Air System” to provide our
owners with the best ride possible. I installed this system on
my personal motorcoach and couldn’t be more pleased with
its real-time performance. Foretravel and HWH have been
strategic partners for over 33 years, and it’s because of their
innovation that our relationship continues to grow stronger.
When you look for a Foretravel, look for Active Air.”

Lyle Reed, President
Foretravel Motorcoach
www.foretravel.com

(On I-80, Exit 267 South)
2096 Moscow Road | Moscow, Iowa 52760
Phone: (800) 321-3494 | Fax: (563) 724-3408
www.HWH.com

This Coach also features HWH® Air Leveling and HWH® Room Slide Mechanisms.
HWH Corporation, Circle 115 on Reader Service Card
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SOMETHING EXCITING
FROM THE GOOD SAM CONTINUED SERVICE PLAN!

Ok, buying insurance is not exciting.
But the Good Sam Club Continued Service Plan (CSP) can save you money!
How so?
Good Sam CSP owes its exceptionally low price to the clout of one million Good Sam Club members
across North America.
What can mechanical breakdown insurance do for you?
Good Sam CSP protects your RV’s major systems whether it’s a refrigerator or an engine. With CSP we
pick up the bill for covered repairs so you can keep your plans in check...instead of writing one for costly
repairs.
If saving thousands of dollars on repairs wasn’t enough...
We’ll reimburse you up to $1,000 for 10 days towards meals and lodging, so you have a place to stay
while your motorhome is in the shop. We’ll even throw in another $60 a day for a rental car so you can
get around!
So while buying mechanical breakdown insurance is maybe the LEAST thrilling part about owning an RV,
you will be very happy if you ever need it.
SEE, WE TOLD YOU IT WAS EXCITING!

Continued Service Plan, Circle 136 on Reader Service Card

Contact us today for your FREE, no obligation, CSP quote.
Call us toll-free at 1-877-592-4170 to speak with an RV specialist
or visit us at www.GoodSamCSP.com.
CSP was created by and for the Good Sam Club by Afﬁnity Brokerage, Inc.
All program beneﬁts are subject to the limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions.

©2008 CSP
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amined the rock formations nearby, the
parents explaining to the children the cataclysmic forces that formed the crater. We
listened in on the impromptu geology lesson and learned some interesting things
about volcanoes — such as why some of
the rock is porous and some is smooth, all
depending on the differing amount of
steam held in the flowing lava. The occasional venting of sulfurous gas is a reminder that it will awaken again someday.
Returning to the parking area, we
shared one of the shaded picnic tables with
a family who was traveling to the nearby
U.S. Marine base to greet a son returning
from overseas, before returning to our
campsite in Joshua Tree National Park. The
day had been exciting and exhausting and
we were glad that, when we decided to explore this beautiful area, we had reserved
a few extra nights at the campground.
If you are planning a visit of your own,
it’s wise to secure accommodations in nearby Twentynine Palms or at Joshua Tree. The
Twentynine Palms Resort is the most accessible, with 157 full-hookup sites, WiFi,

laundry facilities, grocery store, swimming
pool with sauna and hot tub, and its own
nine-hole golf course.
Of course, you can choose one of
the campgrounds located in Joshua Tree
National Park, but these are dry camping
sites. Only two campgrounds — Black
Rock and Cottonwood — offer water, flush
toilets and dump stations and most have a
25-foot length limit, so it’s best to check
ahead of time. Most of the campgrounds
are first-come, first-serve, but a few take
reservations during peak visiting seasons
(September through May; summer is the
slow season because of the heat).
Amboy Crater makes a nice day trip
while visiting Laughlin, Nevada, or the surrounding area, especially in combination
with a trip to Joshua Tree National Park. It
makes a great getaway weekend for RVers
who are nature and photography enthusiasts as well. April is the best time to visit
if you hope to encounter its astonishing
wildflower bloom, and get a shot at that
“perfect” photo, bursting with spectacular
spring hues. ◆

SMI Marketing, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card

EVERY COLOR OF THE RAINBOW

Indigo Bluffs, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card
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Camp by a glacier, take a flight-seeing tour of Mount McKinley
or fish from roadside streams in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley
by RON DALBY

ALASKA’S PLAY

E

ver have one of those

days when you’re just
overwhelmed with choices? Such would be a
bright, sunny afternoon in
Alaska’s Matanuska-Susitna Valley.
Here’s the dilemma: Do you head
up to the Denali Viewpoint North on the
Parks Highway, set up camp and wait for
the evening and early morning light to
photograph Mount McKinley? Do you
park your motorhome next to a stream
filled with scrappy silver salmon? What
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about the blueberry picking in Hatcher
Pass? Is the prime campsite in front of
the Matanuska Glacier available?
Now imagine an entire vacation
filled with these kinds of choices, or
even a whole year, and you know why the
Matanuska-Susitna (Mat-Su) Convention and Visitors Bureau describes this
part of the state as “Where Alaska
Comes to Play.” Adding to that, your
motorhome offers the perfect means of
taking advantage of what the Mat-Su
Valley has to offer.

WHAT IS THE MAT-SU VALLEY?
Most people planning an overland trek
to Alaska for the first time have never
heard of the Matanuska-Susitna area —
Mat-Su Valley for short, or simply the
Valley. They usually think in terms of driving first to either Fairbanks or Anchorage
and then exploring the state from those
cities. The fact is, though, that everyone
who explores Alaska by RV will almost
certainly pass through the Valley a couple of times while driving around the
49th state. And it’s not like the Valley is
March 2009 l
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PHOTOS: RON DALBY; FRANK FLAVIN

Y GROUND
trying to hide from anybody, as it’s approximately the size of West Virginia.
If you drive south from Fairbanks,
you’ll enter the north side of the MatSu Valley shortly after passing Denali
State Park. If, driving into Alaska, you
turn left at Tok and set a course for Anchorage, you’ll enter the Valley from the
east about an hour after passing through
the small town of Glennallen. Once entering the Valley from either direction,
you’ll remain in it until just before you
get to Anchorage.

MOTORHOME l March 2009

Geographically, the Mat-Su Valley
is the land drained by the Matanuska
River flowing west out of the Chugach
Mountains and the Susitna River flowing
south out of the Alaska Range. The two
rivers flow into the Knik Arm of Cook Inlet
within a few miles of each other. Both
rivers are spawned by massive glaciers.
Three mountain ranges dominate
the landscape: the Alaska Range to the
north and west; the Talkeetna Mountains, which are sort of in the middle;
and the Chugach Mountains on the east

Matanuska Glacier is
accessible by RV from
the Glenn Highway —
a National Scenic Byway.

side. The Alaska Range, in particular,
provides one of the sights that make visiting the Mat-Su Valley a must: Absolutely the best roadside views of
Mount McKinley, the continent’s highest peak, can be had from alongside the
Parks Highway in the Valley.
The two state-maintained roadside
viewpoints, Denali Viewpoint South and
Denali Viewpoint North, are about 130
miles and 160 miles north of Anchorage, respectively. The two facilities are
part of Denali State Park, which com-
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
ALASKA TRAVEL
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
(800) 862-5275,
www.travelalaska.com.
Circle 211 on Reader Service Card.
HOMESTEAD RV PARK
(800) 478-3570,
www.homesteadrvpark.com.
MATANUSKA GLACIER
(CAMPING)
(888) 253-4480,
www.matanuskaglacier.com.
MAT-SU CONVENTION AND
VISITORS BUREAU
(907) 746-5000,
www.alaskavisit.com.
MAT-SU VALLEY RV PARK
(907) 495-6300,
www.matsurvpark.com.
MOUNTAIN VIEW RV PARK
(800) 264-4582,
www.mtviewrvpark.com.

MATANUSKASUSITNA AREA

Top, left: Dry camping here, with
Matanuska Glacier just a few feet
away, is a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
Top, right: At the height of the season,
flight-seeing tours explore the many
peaks — including Mount McKinley —
in the Alaska Range.
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plements Denali National Park and Preserve by providing additional facilities and
activities for visitors. Both sites can handle motorhomes; you can even stay overnight
at Denali View North Campground.
A FEAST FOR THE SENSES
Feasting your eyes on the scenery is one thing, but after awhile a feast on some local
protein is in order. Since you’re in the area, you may as well cast for a salmon from one
or more of Alaska’s fabulous roadside salmon streams. Along the Parks Highway south
of the Mount McKinley viewpoints are Montana Creek, Sheep Creek, Willow Creek, the
Deshka Landing and the Little Susitna River. There are more famous salmon streams in
Alaska, but no part of the state offers as many of these splendid fish in roadside streams
as does the Mat-Su Valley.
There are campgrounds and/or RV parks at or near all of these streams. Fishing
guides with boats are available, or you can join hundreds of other fishermen casting from
shore. For the most part, regulations require anglers to fish downstream of the Parks
Highway bridges, and most fishermen tend to concentrate near where these streams
empty into the Susitna River. The one exception is the Little Su, which flows into Cook
Inlet on its own; the best fishing there is near the boat launch and campground, which
are about 15 miles up Knik-Goose Bay Road from its intersection at Parks Highway.
Another great fishing adventure is to turn off the Parks Highway for the 14-mile drive
to Talkeetna and have Mahay’s Riverboat Service run you a few miles up the silty Talkeetna River to the mouth of Clear Creek.
TALKEETNA
Talkeetna is also the staging area for Mount McKinley climbing expeditions and Mount
McKinley flight-seeing adventures. The climbing season begins in late April and runs
through the middle of July. By all means go out to the airport and have a look if you’re
in town during that time. Watching the mountaineers coming and going from North America’s highest peak, and maybe talking with some of them, is an adventure in itself.
Flight-seeing, run by the same companies that ferry climbers to the mountain, runs
daily throughout the season and even in the winter (weather permitting). If you want to
get up close and personal with Mount McKinley and other peaks in the Alaska Range,
this is the way to do it. A number of operators will also land on Ruth Glacier and allow
you to get out and explore. It’s easy to see why a flight-seeing tour from Talkeetna is considered one of the Valley’s premier attractions.
Talkeetna is fun for a lot of other reasons, too, some less obvious than others. For
instance, the biggest summer party in this eclectic community is the Moose Dropping
Festival. Yes, there really is a two-day celebration in mid-July centered around moose
droppings. At the festival, you can explore the many uses one can find for it: made into
jewelry, fashioned into lapel pins and painted and numbered for an actual moosedropping drop contest with a substantial cash prize if your nugget is closest to the
target are among just a few.
Talkeetna has a small RV park and a number of opportunities for boondocking in
and around the town. If you go for the Moose Dropping Festival, you’ll probably have to
boondock because a caravan company generally reserves most of the sites in the RV park
for the festival weekend.
March 2009 l
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We Have You Covered

From A thru T

®

800-274-0934
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www.MonacoDifferent.com

91320 Coburg Industrial Way, Coburg, OR 97408 | Monaco Coach Corporation is traded on the NYSE under the listing MNC.
© 2009 MONACO COACH CORPORATION
Monaco Coach Corporation, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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ALASKA’S PLAYGROUND

Aqua Hot, Circle 140 on Reader Service Card

THE BIG CITY
South of Talkeetna the Parks Highway runs
through a couple of small settlements and
then into Wasilla, the shopping hub for the
region and a town that has been described
as two miles long and a block deep. Most
of the Valley’s larger stores are in Wasilla,
making it a great place to stop for groceries
and other supplies. Anglers should stop in
at 3 Rivers Fly and Tackle for the latest information on where the big ones are biting.
While stopping in Wasilla, be sure to
visit the museums, particularly the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race Headquarters and
Museum and the Museum of Alaska Transportation and Industry, which offers a fun
look at everything from dog sleds to airplanes. Both are located a few miles north
of town and have large, circular driveways
that can handle any size motorhome.

RexAir & Airbus
Models
by Rexhall & Workhorse

Factory Direct
1-800-765-7500

www.Rexhall.com

PALMER
A short distance east of Wasilla is Palmer,
sort of a Midwest farming town dropped between a couple of Alaska mountain ranges.
The farms in the area were created by
the Franklin Roosevelt administration in
the 1930s in an effort to make Alaska selfsufficient in terms of food production. It
didn’t work and Alaska still imports most
of its edibles from other states.
The best of the local farming efforts
come together in late summer every year
with the Alaska State Fair in Palmer — 12
big days ending on Labor Day in early
September. There is plenty of RV parking;
you can even stay overnight in your rig.
For RVers, a big plus for Palmer is the
number of RV parks near town. Anchorage,
about 40 minutes away by car, has relatively few RV parks. Many RVers wanting to
explore Anchorage find it easier to camp in
Palmer and use their dinghy. Other than
during standard rush-hour traffic times,
you should have no trouble getting back
and forth to Anchorage for shopping, dining and other adventures.
Two unusual key attractions near
Palmer are the Musk Ox Farm and the
Reindeer Farm. The first holds a reproducing population of the woolly northern beasts
and provides raw material — qiviut (musk
ox wool) — for knitted garments as well as
facility tours for a small fee. Items made
from qiviut, probably the warmest wool
you’ll ever find, are available at the farm’s

Rexhall Industries, Inc., Circle 129 on Reader Service Card
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Your gutless rig lumbers up an endless hill,
followed by a long line of irritable motorists.
There’s a turnout ahead, but that’s no solution—
on this grade, you’d never get up to speed again!

Give your RV what it needs. Banks turns roadblock
rigs into trafﬁc-passing, freeway-onramp-devouring,
hill-ﬂattening beasts. PowerPack will rocket you
from “last in class” to Leader of the Pack!

The ultimate power system for gas or diesel motorhomes,
PowerPack® delivers up to 42% more horsepower and
torque. Gets you from 40-60 mph up to 21% quicker.
Chops a football ﬁeld off your 0-60 mph distance. Lets
you stay in a higher gear on hills without constant
downshifting. And serves up to 17% more MPG on a
7% grade! With a Banks PowerPack, you’ll easily pass
trafﬁc and ﬁlling stations

‘01-07 GM
8.1L Workhorse
PowerPack shown

Gas & Diesel

Adds
Adds Up
Up To:
To:

'PSEt(.t$VNNJOT

+119hp/+284 lb-ft

Banks Power, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card

Performance results vary by application
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ALASKA’S PLAYGROUND

gift shop for a fairly steep price.
The Reindeer Farm is always extra popular at Christmastime for obvious reasons
though it actually sees most of its visitors in
the summer months. Be sure you have a
camera in hand when you visit either farm.

Dave & LJ RV Interiors, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card

THE GLENN HIGHWAY
Two of Alaska’s three major roads, the Parks
Highway from Fairbanks and the Glenn
Highway from Tok, come together just out-

Flexsteel RV Furniture

side of Palmer. In fact, many visitors tend to
first enter the Valley by one of these roads.
The drive along the Glenn Highway
qualifies as one of the most spectacular
drives on the continent, and is recognized
as a National Scenic Byway. In early September, as the fall colors begin to dominate, the Chugach Mountains along this
route must be seen to be believed.
Then there is the glacier — Matanuska Glacier, to be specific. This is the largest

Custom Tile Installations Flat Panel TV Installations

The Reindeer Farm in Palmer offers
a chance to pet, feed and photograph
the animals on its reindeer tour.

accessible glacier along Alaska’s road system where you can park your rig and dry
camp right in front of an active, flowing glacier. The land in front of the glacier is privately held so there is a per-person fee for
driving in and camping here, but if the weather is halfway decent this is one of those things
you do just so you can say you have done it.
From where you park your rig, the glacier is
just a couple of minutes’ walk away.
It’s easy to see why native Alaskans believe that, along with being very RV friendly,
the Matanuska-Susitna Valley — with its
abundance of mountains, glaciers and
wildlife — offers much of what visitors want
to experience. In this respect, Alaska, I think,
exceeds most people’s expectations. ◆
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The Largest collection of new RV models in
the marketplace–all in one handy volume
Send me a total of ____ copies of the 2009 RV Buyers Guide
for only $6.99 plus $2.00 shipping and handling per copy.
Total payment due: $__________
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❑ Charge my: ❑ Visa ❑ Mastercard ❑ Discover ❑ AmEx
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plus $2 shipping
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y wife, Sandra, and I made it out to
Alaska recently, and a nice chunk of our
time was planned for the Kenai Peninsula
(aka the Kenai) — that geographical area
south of Anchorage. We spent about three
weeks on the Kenai in our 42-foot Monaco Dynasty, though we found that the Kenai is ideal for RVers
with motorhomes of any size.
A little larger in size than the state of Maryland, most of the
Kenai is covered by mountains, national parks, forests and wildlife
refuges inaccessible by roads, but two major highways connect
most of the communities to Anchorage. Within about four hours’
driving time, you can reach the southern end of the Kenai — a fact
that RVers from the Anchorage area verify every summer weekend.
The peninsula can get a bit busy but there’s always plenty of room.
BY LAND AND BY SEA
We approached the Kenai Peninsula via a six-hour trip on an
Alaska Marine Highway ferry from Valdez to Whittier. The ferry
system accommodates motorhomes of all sizes, though U.S.
Coast Guard regulations prohibit access to vehicles while a ves-

sel is underway, so RVs may not be used for dining or sleeping
while on the ferry.
From Whittier we drove approximately 180 miles to Homer
and set up camp for the night. The next morning, we left our rig
behind at the campground while we set out in our dinghy vehicle for a side trip off the peninsula. A nine-hour ferry ride took
us to Kodiak Island, home to the world-famous brown bears.
RVers who take their motorhomes with them to the island will find
campsites at Fort Abercrombie State Historic Park and Buskin
River State Recreation Site. After three days on the island, we took
the return ferry back to Homer and began our tour of the Kenai.
HOME SWEET HOMER
Think fish — that’s what Homer is all about. The town refers to
itself as the Halibut Fishing Capital of the World. The fishing
here is excellent and charters are everywhere, but that’s only one
reason to visit Homer.
Perched on the southern tip of the Kenai, the city of Homer
is an RV-friendly community. The Homer Spit is a narrow, 4 1⁄2mile-long stretch of land that sticks out into Kachemak Bay —
a huge body of water surrounded by snowcapped mountains.

MOTORHOMING ON THE KENAI
Alaska’s popular peninsular retreat offers
a wide variety of activities for RVers

PHOTO: FRANK FLAVIN

by RON JONES

Alaska’s RV-friendly
Seward Highway
stretches 127 miles
from Anchorage
to Seward.

MOTORHOME l March 2009

31

12/19/08

2:46 PM

Page 32

Homer Spit, a 41⁄2-mile-long finger of land jutting into
Kachemak Bay, is one of the must-see stops along the Kenai.

It’s easy to see why Homer is known as the Halibut
Fishing Capital of the World.

Seward’s Waterfront Park is a large public camping area.
Sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SYSTEM
(800) 642-0066,
www.dot.state.ak.us/amhs.
ALASKA TRAVEL INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
www.travelalaska.com.
Circle 211 on Reader Service Card.
KENAI FJORDS NATIONAL PARK
(907) 224-7500,
www.nps.gov/kefj.

KENAI
PENINSULA

32

There are at least three campgrounds on the Spit and every
site has a view of the bay and the mountains. Two of the campgrounds are private parks — Heritage RV Park and Homer Spit
Campground — and the city offers a public camping area for
RV parking (without hookups). There’s a two-week maximum
stay limit at the city’s camping area, but otherwise, just pull in,
sign up, put your $15 per day in the “Iron Ranger” (the metal
container), find a spot and park your coach. Here, life is good
and the view is better. You are within walking distance of restaurants, bars, shops and, of course, fishing charters. There is plenty of room on the Spit for your motorhome even if you just want
to park and have dinner.
For a real treat, find Skyline Drive (accessible from West
Hill Road or East Hill Road) and start at the north end. Meander south for the most impressive views of Homer, the Spit and
the bay. Skyline Drive is very steep so don’t take the big rig —
the south end of the road is at least a 10-percent grade.
The Alaska Islands and Ocean Visitor Center in Homer is
one of the most unique in Alaska. Located on the main highway
through town headed for the Spit, the center is open year-round
and admission is free. Inside, huge dioramas showing the coastal
regions and wildlife can be explored, and the Seabird Experience Theater is not to be missed. While RV parking is available,
space is limited, so it might be best to use your dinghy vehicle
if you’re visiting during summer.
BOONDOCKING IN SOLDOTNA
Leaving Homer on Sterling Highway (Alaska Highway 1), we had
a leisurely drive north along the Cook Inlet about 85 miles to
Soldotna. This is a nice drive with lots of places to pull off the
highway, and most of the pull-offs can easily accommodate a
large motorhome. There are limited services along the way so
we fueled up before we left Homer.
Soldotna is known for its world-class salmon fishing. The
Kenai River flows through the center of town and offers four of
the five types of Pacific salmon: king, pink, red and silver. The
easiest way for the public to access the river is via one of the
town’s elevated fishing boardwalks, or fishwalks.
It’s easy to find a place to stay in Soldotna, though some
of the options are rather unconventional. We boondocked behind a Laundromat and we even picked up free WiFi. Another
spot you can overnight at is the local Fred Meyer grocery store,
which has a dump station for the convenience of its RVing
guests. The city offers dry camping at two of its municipal parks
— Centennial and Swiftwater — and both have dump stations.
If you need hookups, private RV parks in the area offer more
than 200 private campsites as well.
A must-stop in Soldotna is the Moose is Loose bakery,
where there is plenty of space for motorhome parking. The bakery offers enormous glazed and chocolate-covered glazed donuts
— each one would barely fit on a normal dinner plate — as well
as Road Kill Carmel Rolls: normal cinnamon rolls, flattened so
they are about 8 × 12 inches (and thin), and baked crispy.
As we left Soldotna and made our way toward Seward, we
took a detour off the Sterling Highway at Mile 47.7 and stopped
in the tiny town of Cooper Landing. The Kenai River runs through
Cooper Landing before it flows to Soldotna and fishing here is
the primary activity. The Kenai Princess RV Park was small but
March 2009 l
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Deep blue glaciers are
an awe-inspiring sight in
Kenai Fjords National
Park’s Ailik Bay, where
kayakers can get up
close and personal.

nice and clean, with hookups and basic amenities, but no frills.
However, the adjacent Kenai Princess Wilderness Lodge has several amenities, and RV park guests are welcome to enjoy them.

PHOTOS: RON JONES; BRIAN ADAMS; FRANK FLAVIN

SEVEN DAYS IN SEWARD
On the east coast of the Kenai, Seward is 46 miles from Cooper
Landing. Follow the Sterling Highway about 10 miles east and
it will intersect with the Seward Highway (Alaska Highway 9).
Of course there is fishing in Seward, too, as well as many
other things to see and do. We found the Seward Museum a
great place to start our visit.
We spent an afternoon at the Alaska SeaLife Center — the
state’s only designated facility to rehabilitate marine animals
and seabirds. We took a behind-the-scenes tour that was excellent and spent some time feeding the birds and learning how
they are cared for.
The Seward Waterfront Park contains a large public camping area along Resurrection Bay. It’s a good deal at $15 per night
for dry camping ($30 for water and electric sites) and RVs were

GUIDING THE WAY
When it comes to traveling, it’s a good idea to
bring along a guidebook. I found some helpful information
about RVing in Alaska in these two books:
The Milepost. Legendary Alaska trip planner and travel
guide to the highways, roads, ferries, lodgings, recreation,
sightseeing attractions and services along the Alaska Highway to and within Alaska. MSRP $27.95; www.milepost.com.
Traveler’s Guide to Alaskan Camping, 4th Edition.
Authors Mike and Terri Church provide complete camping
coverage of the state’s routes. Maps are also provided.
MSRP $21.95; www.rollinghomes.com.
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constantly moving in and out. There are also a number of private RV parks, including Miller’s Landing Campground (with
electric hookups) and Stoney Creek RV Park (with full hookups).
While you’re in Seward, make time to visit the nearby Kenai
Fjords National Park. Believe me, the trip is worth it, but we recommend that you drive your dinghy and not your rig on this side
trip. From Seward Highway 9, take the turnoff at Mile 3.7 and
head west about 81⁄2 miles to Exit Glacier — the only land entry
point into Kenai Fjords National Park.
This portion of the park is beautiful and opportunities to
explore are plentiful, from walking near an active glacier to boat
tours and ranger-led day hikes. The coastal portion of the park
provides visitors with the possibility of spotting puffins, whales
and other wildlife, particularly during May through September.
If you’d like to take a boat tour of the park, several operators depart from Seward’s small-boat harbor daily in the summer months. We decided on a day-long boat tour, where we saw
several glaciers and sailed pretty close to one of them — close
enough to hear the glacier groaning, cracking and creaking as
it moved. We were lucky enough to see it calve several times
and watched giant chunks of ice breaking away, falling and creating a massive splash. We also saw several whales, sea lions,
eagles and other wildlife throughout the day-long venture.
From Seward, we said goodbye to the Kenai and headed
north to Anchorage and the rest of our trip.
Visiting the Kenai was an excellent choice, and an easy trip
to make in the RV. With accessibility for any size motorhome,
good highways, lots of things to see and do, and excellent fishing, it was easy to have a great time. Restaurants were everywhere and nearly all specialized in fresh fish.
What’s not to like about a travel destination that has snowcapped mountains, gorgeous green forests, plentiful wildlife,
and rushing streams and rivers — all just outside the window of
your motorhome? ◆
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INDUSTRY
INNOVATIONS
THE ANNUAL NATIONAL RV TRADE SHOW
IN LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, SHOWCASED
THE BEST AND BRIGHTEST OFFERINGS FOR 2009

Winnebago Via
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ighter Class A motorhomes that promise

higher fuel mileage from Winnebago, Gulf Stream
and Damon were among the major trends at the
46th Annual National RV Trade Show December
2–4, 2008, in Louisville, Kentucky.
Winnebago introduced the new 251⁄2-foot front-engine diesel
Winnebago Via/Itasca Reyo Class A, estimated to get 15 MPG on
an 11,030-pound GVWR European-built Dodge Sprinter chassis,
while similar mileage is anticipated from Gulf Stream’s 30-foot
Montaj Class A on the 14,500-pound GVWR Ford E-450 gas platform. Previously, the Sprinter had only been available for Class B or
C motorhomes, and the Ford had only been available for Class C’s.
Winnebago’s Via/Reyo was named “Best of Show” by
MotorHome’s sister publication, RVBusiness, with the Gulf Stream
Montaj receiving an “Honorable Mention.” In addition, Damon’s

Avanti front-engine diesel Class A — built on a 16,000-pound
GVWR Workhorse W16D chassis powered by a 200-HP Navistar
MaxxForce 5 V-6 — made its trade debut at the Louisville show.
“The whole idea is to get better gas mileage,” said Dean
Crane, Gulf Stream’s director of public relations and training.
“Everything is becoming more lightweight.”
Besides Winnebago mounting a Class A motorhome on
a Sprinter chassis for the first time, new Class C motorhomes —
including Jayco’s Precept, Coachmen’s Freelander and Forest
River’s Solera — were introduced on the Sprinter chassis that,
until three years ago, had only been available for van campers.
But those weren’t the only motorhomes grabbing attention at
the show. Winnebago and Fleetwood introduced concept Class A
motorhomes on Freightliner’s new ecoFRED front diesel/electric
hybrid rail that promises to get better mileage by augmenting the

Fleetwood Hybrid

Holiday Rambler
Augusta C+
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Forest River
Solera
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LOUISVILLE ROUNDUP

Jayco Precept

Holiday Rambler Aluma-Lite

diesel engine with an electric motor that kicks in under load.
“From a product standpoint, we continue to innovate,” said
Paul Eskritt, President of Fleetwood RV Group. “We are spending
resources to develop technologies that we will be able to put into
our products two to four years out.”
Winnebago also introduced a 33-foot Itasca Sunstar floorplan on the new Workhorse 20,500-pound GVWR W20D frontengine diesel chassis, as did Four Winds International, which also
debuted the sleek 32-foot Serrano Class A on the W20D chassis.
Holiday Rambler went lighter with the reinvented Aluma-Lite
Class A on an 18,000-pound GVWR Ford gas-powered chassis,
while Gulf Stream introduced the new Silver Bullet Class C
to the 19,500-GVWR Dodge Ram 5500 cab chassis.
Other innovative models for 2009 included the redesigned gaspowered Georgetown Class A series from Forest River; the addition
of a diesel-pusher floorplan to Tiffin’s entry-level Allegro lineup; the
introduction of a new top-of-the-line 45-foot Cornerstone dieselpusher to Entegra Coach’s offerings; and the Dynasty Class A
diesel-pusher with a telescoping slide-within-a-slide from Monaco.

The chassis is powered by a standard 300-HP Cummins ISB
6.7-L diesel engine that includes an Eaton automated manual
transmission equipped with an HEV electric motor. The system
continually recharges 340-volt lithium-ion batteries to power the
electric motor and automatically selects diesel, electric or both.

FLEETWOOD HYBRID
Leading off the list of new models and rigs, Fleetwood’s Hybrid Class
A is mounted on the aforementioned 27,000-pound GVWR Freightliner ecoFRED front-engine diesel/electric hybrid concept chassis.
“We are collecting feedback from the public about their interest in this kind of vehicle,” said David Coffin, Fleetwood’s director
of product development and engineering. In an initial test, Coffin
reports, the 36-foot, triple-slide Fleetwood Hybrid got 19 percent
better fuel consumption than a traditional diesel motorhome.

Gulf Stream Montaj
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FOREST RIVER SOLERA
Class C motorhomes are often seen as leaders in the quest for better MPG, and to that end, Forest River has introduced three 24-foot
Solera Class C motorhomes floorplans on an 11,030-pound GVWR
Sprinter cab chassis. The Solera is expected to get 16–19 MPG from
its 154-HP Mercedes-Benz 3.0-L V-6 turbocharged engine.
“The Solera is similar to our Sunseeker motorhome, but we
wanted to take advantage of the higher-mileage Sprinter chassis,”
said Tim Graber, general manager of Forest River’s Sunseeker/
Lexington Class C division.
The prototype Solera on display at the Louisville show had
7-foot ceilings and ducted air conditioning and featured a single
streetside flush-floor slideout containing a booth dinette, along
with a 67-cubic-foot rear storage compartment with sideswinging doors large enough to store bikes or other sports gear.
The Solera has an MSRP of $85,000.
FOUR WINDS SERRANO
Sleek styling was the order of the day for Four Winds, which introduced its Serrano front-engine diesel Class A on the new Workhorse
W20D chassis powered by a 230-HP MaxxForce 7 V-8 engine.
“It’s got European styling, but it’s still an American motorhome
with all the conveniences that Americans have come to expect,”

Four Winds Serrano
March 2009 l
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said Dana Simon, vice president of sales
and marketing. Available in two 32-foot
floorplans with one or two slideouts,
Serrano features 150 square feet of passthrough rear storage — large enough to
carry bikes and other equipment that can
also be accessed from beneath the rear
bed. Amenities include an exterior TV, contemporary lighting, radius cabinets, leather
furniture and solid-surface countertops.
The Serrano’s base MSRP is $130,000.
GULF STREAM MONTAJ
The 30-foot Class A Montaj by Gulf Stream
Coach is built on a 14,500-pound-rated
Ford E-series chassis — a platform previously reserved for Class C motorhomes.
“It’s all about being lightweight, lightweight, lightweight,” said Dean Crane, Gulf
Stream’s director of public relations.
Equipped standard with a 255-HP 5.4-L
Ford V-8 gas engine, Montaj will achieve
up to an estimated 15 MPG. With either
one or two slideouts, Montaj features a onepiece windshield and a European-inspired
interior with Thermopane acrylic windows,

curved cabinets, twin beds that swing down
from over the cockpit and convertible
J-couches. Cockpit seats swivel and slide
back toward the dash to meld with the living area. Though the unit we saw was a
prototype, look for Montaj to be available
soon, at a base MSRP of $111,986.
HOLIDAY RAMBLER ALUMA-LITE
Monaco Coach Corporation’s reinvented
Holiday Rambler Aluma-Lite is an affordable, low-profile Class A motorhome built
on an 18,000-pound GVWR Ford or Workhorse gas-powered chassis.
The 31-foot Aluma-Lite floorplan unveiled at Louisville features 6-foot 10-inch
ceilings, Corian kitchen countertops and
a 22-foot full-wall slideout along with
a smaller bedroom slide. To increase aerodynamics, the Aluma-Lite’s roof is 141⁄2
inches lower than a traditional coach,
resulting in 17 percent less front-cap surface area. The aluminum-and-fiberglass
Aluma-Lite has a 76-cubic-foot rear passenger-side storage compartment suitable
for storing bicycles and other equipment.

The coach has a base MSRP of $91,959.
HOLIDAY RAMBLER AUGUSTA C-PLUS/
MONACO MONTCLAIR C-PLUS
Seeking to appeal to buyers looking for
Class C motorhomes with high gross vehicle weight ratings, Monaco added the
Holiday Rambler Augusta/Monaco Montclair Class C motorhome on a 22,000pound-rated Chevy 5500 cutaway chassis.
Outfitted with convertible sofas and
booth dinettes along with queen beds in
the rear bedroom and cabover, the Augusta/
Montclair can sleep up to eight people. The
36-foot two-slide floorplan features a
streetside full-wall slideout that extends
the length of the coach, containing the
dinette, sofa, dual-purpose desk, large
wardrobe and bedroom dresser.
“We are a true Class A manufacturer,
so you are going to see Class A tendencies
in these,” commented Ryan Lee, director
of marketing. Amenities include full-body
paint, side-swinging storage doors, Corian
countertops and 32-inch and 19-inch LCD
TVs. Base MSRP for the coach is $160,000.
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ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY | (800) 642-0066
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Terra Choice is North America’s oldest, most-recognized and respected
environmental standard and certification organization. Its EcoLogo is the
only standard accredited by the Global Eco-Labeling Network that meets
the international standard for environmental labels.

Eco-Smart Formaldehyde-Free Formula and Eco-Smart Enzyme Formula
s 1UICKLY BREAKS DOWN AND LIQUEFIES WASTE AND TISSUE TO PREVENT MESSY CLOGS
s .ON STAINING DYE WASHES CLEAN WITH SOAP AND WATER
s ,IQUID OR 4OSS )NS THE ULTIMATE IN CONVENIENCE
www.thetford.com

Thetford Corporation, Circle 138 on Reader Service Card
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

JAYCO PRECEPT
If you’re looking for Class A styling in a
Class C rig, look no further than Jayco. The
company has introduced the Precept, its
first Class C motorhome on the popular
high-mileage Sprinter chassis with a GVWR
of 11,030 pounds. The 25-foot Precept,
powered by a 154-HP 3.0-L turbocharged
V-6 diesel engine, is designed with molded front and rear caps, vacuum-bonded
side walls and one-piece polyethylene
storage compartments.
“There’s a lot of Class A styling,” said
Paul Gardner, Jayco’s director of product
development. Standard features include a
3,200-watt generator, backup camera and
monitor, outdoor media center, 19-inch
LCD TV, curved cabinets and drawers and
under-bed storage.
WINNEBAGO VIA/ITASCA REYO
On the cutting edge of a new wave of
downsized motorhomes is Winnebago’s
new 2010 Class A Winnebago Via/Itasca
Reyo motorhome on a front-diesel Dodge
Sprinter F-50 “cowl” chassis — a body-

free version of the imported MercedesBenz van chassis. The Sprinter is equipped
with a 154-HP Mercedes-Benz 3.0-L
turbocharged V-6 diesel engine.
The Via/Reyo has a 20-inch-deep
streetside slideout and a 79 × 40-inch
“studio loft” that drops down from over the
cockpit. The interior sports laminated
countertops, a two-burner stove, steel sinks
and a large bathroom, complete with an
angled shower. The rear bedroom can be
configured by the owner with either twin
or queen beds.
The 25-foot European-inspired Via/
Reyo is expected to be available later this
year and will carry a base MSRP in the high
$130,000 range.
Keeping in mind the old saying about
necessity being the mother of invention, it
was clear to those of us attending the
Louisville show that the changing market
and needs of consumers has driven the
industry to come up with some its most
creative and exciting innovations to date.
It’s a trend we’re happy to see carry us
through 2009 and beyond. ◆

DAMON MOTOR COACH
(800) 860-3812, www.damonrv.com.
Circle 212 on Reader Service Card.
FLEETWOOD INDUSTRIES
(800) 322-8216, www.fleetwoodrv.com.
Circle 213 on Reader Service Card.
FOREST RIVER
www.forestriverinc.com.
Circle 214 on Reader Service Card.
FOUR WINDS INTERNATIONAL
(574) 266-1111, www.fourwinds-rv.com.
Circle 215 on Reader Service Card.
GULF STREAM COACH
(800) 289-8787, www.gulfstreamrv.com.
Circle 216 on Reader Service Card.
JAYCO
(574) 825-5861, www.jayco.com.
Circle 218 on Reader Service Card.
MONACO COACH/HOLIDAY RAMBLER
(800) 634-0855,
www.monacocoach.com,
www.holidayrambler.com.
Circle 217 on Reader Service Card.
TIFFIN MOTOR COACH
(256) 356-8661,
www.tiffinmotorhomes.com.
Circle 219 on Reader Service Card.
WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES, INC.
(641) 585-3535,
www.winnebagoind.com.
Circle 220 on Reader Service Card.

/VER  "ILLION -ILES /F 3AFETY %XPERIENCE
Auxiliary braking for motorhomes towing a vehicle

BrakeBuddy® #LASSIC
The original. The most trusted with more miles of braking
experience than all others combined. Inertia-Full braking
technology without built in time delays like others.

BrakeBuddy® Vantage Select
The ONLY portable auxiliary braking system with the option
of Full or Proportional braking and on-the-fly adjustability.
Only the Vantage Select gives you the power to choose.
Learn more at
www.brakebuddy.com

-OST 4RUSTED s %ASIEST TO 5SE s "EST 0ERFORMING
MOTORHOME l March 2009

BrakeBuddy, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card
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CHASSIS
Workhorse W20D

C

hassis to the casual

observer are an amalgamation of steel beams, cross
members, suspension systems, wires and tanks.
The functional fact of the matter is
that chassis serve as a platform for big-andgetting-bigger slideout rooms, integrated
control systems, granite countertops and
marble floors, residential-style furniture
and convenient floorplans.
Chassis for 2009 continue to evolve
and provide motorhome manufacturers
more options for what they build and how
they build it.
The most noteworthy new chassis for
2009 include a Class A version of the imported Dodge Sprinter chassis that previously had been designed only in Class B
and Class C coaches; front-engine diesel
versions of the heretofore gas-powered
Workhorse W-Series chassis using Navistar
MaxxForce engines, along with a separately developed front-diesel Class A W16D;
a 14,500-pound E-series Class C gaspowered chassis from Ford equipped with
a 255-HP 5.4-L Ford V-8 engine; and the
new diesel Power Bridge from Fleetwood in
partnership with Freightliner. In the Class
C-plus arena, International Engine’s DuraStar and Chrysler’s Dodge Ram 5500 platforms entered the RV market in motorhomes
with high gross vehicle weight ratings
(GVWR) assembled by Gulf Stream.
In addition, Freightliner also unveiled
the ecoFRED diesel/electric “hybrid” chassis during the 2008 National RV Trade
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CHOICES
FOR 2009

Tiffin PowerGlide

Show in Louisville, Kentucky, that promises to improve fuel mileage. “The ecoFRED
was developed to address environmental
concerns as well as fuel-savings opportunities that are important to our customers,”
said Tony Sippel, RV product manager for
the Gaffney, South Carolina, subsidiary of
Daimler Trucks North America.
The new Sprinter Class A chassis with
a 11,030-pound GVWR from Daimler AG that
carries the Dodge nameplate in the U.S. is
powered by a 154-HP 3.0-L turbocharged V6 diesel engine that will get an estimated
15 MPG when it debuts on Winnebago
Via/Itasca Reyo motorhomes later this year.
Similarly, Gulf Stream Coach introduced the Montaj Class A on the E-series
chassis that traditionally has been the platform for Class C motorhomes.
With midrange weight ratings ranging
from 28,000 to 32,000 pounds, Fleetwood’s Power Bridge diesel-pusher chassis, equipped with Cummins ISB or ISC
engines rated to 360 HP, offers up to 242
cubic feet of pass-through storage along
with increased water and fuel tank capacities of 105 and 100 gallons, respectively,
and has become the platform of choice for
most of Fleetwood’s diesel-pushers.
As it already does with the Liberty chassis on the American Coach series, Fleetwood
adds a bridge — i.e., connecting supports —
of its own design to front and rear sections to
customize the chassis for each application.
“We are looking at more tank capacity and more pass-through storage — and
lighter-weight component materials,” said

Stan Sassmann, a product development
manager for Fleetwood. “Weight is always
an issue. It always has been the case in
Class C and Class A gas chassis, and it’s
going to take on the same sense of importance on the larger diesels as well.”
North American RV builders have long
looked for inspiration to Europe where motorhomes generally get better fuel mileage,
although most of the Continent’s Class A
diesel chassis typically weigh considerably
less than their American counterparts.
Taking inspiration from their European
brethren, Workhorse developed a 16,000pound GVWR W16D low-profile chassis powered by the International MaxxForce 5, a
six-cylinder turbodiesel front engine. The
W16D is estimated to get 14.5 MPG as a
platform under Damon Motor Coach’s new
Avanti Class A motorhome and is expected
to become the framework for offerings from
other motorhome builders. “The low profile allows you to design better aerodynamics,” said Matt Thompson, Damon’s vice
president of Avanti sales.
According to Bill Walmsley, Workhorse
director of marketing, “The biggest thing
we’ve been trying to do is work with fuel
economy. We’ve taken a platform we already
used in other segments of our business and
we’ve re-engineered it for RV applications.
It’s not designed to be the performance machine that we typically have strived for in the
past with our big block engines and some of
our diesel chassis, but it is very functional.”
Also with the idea of increasing fuel
mileage, Workhorse introduced the W20D
March 2009 l
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This year’s selection offers an exciting mix, including the firstever Class A Sprinter, new front-end diesels, increased towing
capabilities, and a recently unveiled RV diesel hybrid by B OB ASHLEY

Fleetwood Power Bridge

ecoFRED

and W22D front-engine diesel chassis with
a GVWR of 20,500 and 22,000 pounds, respectively, powered by 230-HP MaxxForce

7 V-8 engines.
“Manufacturers already know how to
build on this platform, and we’ve added a

fuel-efficient diesel engine that’s already
set up for the new 2010 EPA emission requirements,” Walmsley said. ◆

CLASS C
MODEL

KODIAK C4500/C5500

WHEELBASES
(INCHES)
166–221

159

RAM 5500

238.5–257.5

SPRINTER

144, 170

E-350SD

138, 158, 176

E-450SD

158, 176

ENGINE(S)
CHEVROLET
GM Vortec 8.1-L V-8
325 HP/450 LB-FT
Duramax 6.6-L V-8 diesel
300/330 HP/705/841 LB-FT
CHEVROLET/WORKHORSE
GM Vortec 6.0-L V-8
323 HP/373 LB-FT
DODGE
Cummins 5.7-L
350 HP/610 LB-FT
DODGE/FREIGHTLINER
Mercedes-Benz 3.0-L V-6
diesel 154 HP/280 LB-FT
FORD
Ford 6.0-L V-8 diesel
235 HP/440 LB-FT
Ford 6.8-L V-10 305 HP/420 LB-FT
Ford 5.4-L V-8 255 HP/350 LB-FT
Ford 6.0-L V-8 diesel
235 HP/440 LB-FT
Ford 6.8-L V-10
305 HP/420 LB-FT
Ford 5.4-L V-8
255 HP/350 LB-FT

GVWR 1
(LBS.)

GCWR 2
(LBS.)

TOWING
ALLOWANCE (LBS.) 3

16,500–21,500

26,000

Determined by
manufacturer

14,200

20,000

5,800

19,500

26,000

6,500

11,030

15,520

5,000

10,000–12,500

13,000–20,000

7,800–10,000

14,500

20,000–22,500

10,000

33,000

Determined by
manufacturer

NAVISTAR/INTERNATIONAL
MaxxForce DT I-6 diesel
25,500
300 HP/660 LB-FT
1
Gross vehicle weight rating. 2 Gross combined weight rating. 3 Depending on actual motorhome weight.
DURASTAR

MOTORHOME l March 2009
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CLASS A
MODEL

WHEELBASES
(INCHES)

RSR

192

RSRH

216

RR4R

204–252

RR8R

237–273

RR8S

248–272

RR10R

261

RR10S

248–272

TRIBUTE

239, 263

INSPIRE

205, 229, 265,
277, 279

ALLURE

219, 243,
279, 296

INTRIGUE

234, 270, 294

MAGNA

241, 265, 289

AFFINITY

241, 265, 289

RHAPSODY

F-SERIES
SUPER DUTY

292

158, 178, 190,
208, 228, 252

ENGINE(S)
CUSTOM CHASSIS PRODUCTS
Cummins ISB-AD 5.9-L I-6
340 HP/660 LB-FT
Cummins ISB-AD 5.9-L I-6
340 HP/660 LB-FT
Cummins ISB 5.9-L I-6
340 HP/660 LB-FT
Cummins ISC 8.3-L I-6
360 HP/1,050 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISC 8.3-L I-6
360 HP/1,050 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT

GVWR 1
(LBS.)

GCWR 2
(LBS.)

TOWING
ALLOWANCE (LBS.) 3

22,000

26,000

4,000

25,000

29,000

4,000

29,000

36,000

7,000

33,000

43,000

10,000

37,600

47,600

10,000

43,000

53,000

10,000

44,600

54,600

10,000

47,200

10,000

47,200–57,600

10,000

57,600–62,600

10,000–15,000

67,000

15,000

69,000

15,000

69,000

15,000

79,000

20,000

26,000–30,000

4,000–10,000

26,000–30,000

Determined by
manufacturer

DYNOMAX (COUNTRY COACH)
Caterpillar C9 9.3-L I-6
37,200
425 HP/1,350 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Caterpillar C9 9.3-L I-6
37,200–47,600
425 HP/1,350 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Caterpillar C9 9.3-L I-6
47,600
425 HP/1,350 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISM 10.8-L I-6
500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
Caterpillar C13 12.5-L I-6
52,000
525 HP/1,750 LB-FT
Cummins ISM 10.8-L I-6
500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
Caterpillar C15 15.2-L I-6
54,000
625 HP/1,900 LB-FT
Cummins ISX 14.9-L I-6
600 HP/1,850 LB-FT
Caterpillar C15 15.2-L I-6
54,000
625 HP/1,900 LB-FT
Cummins ISX 14.9-L I-6
600 HP/1,850 LB-FT
Caterpillar C15 15.2-L I-6
59,000
625 HP/2,150 LB-FT
FORD
Ford 6.98-L V-10
362 HP/457 LB-FT

16,000, 18,000
20,500, 22,000
24,000, 26,000

FREIGHTLINER
Cummins ISB
22,000–27,500
5.9-L I-6
300 HP/620 LB-FT
340 HP/660 LB-FT
1
Gross vehicle weight rating. 2 Gross combined weight rating. 3 Depending on actual motorhome weight.
MC (FRED)
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178, 190, 208, 228,
242, 246, 250,
252, 254, 260, 270
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CLASS A
MODEL
XCS

WHEELBASES
(INCHES)
190, 193, 200, 203,
208, 228, 242,
252, 262, 266, 276

ENGINE(S)

Cummins ISB 5.9-L I-6
300 HP/620 LB-FT
340 HP/660 LB-FT
325 HP/750 LB-FT
350 HP/750 LB-FT
Cummins ISC 8.3-L
I-6/360 HP/1,050 LB-FT
XCR
193, 200, 203, 208,
Cummins ISB 5.9-L I-6
216, 228, 234, 238,
300 HP/620 LB-FT
242, 248, 252, 262,
340 HP/660 LB-FT
266, 272, 276,
325 HP/750 LB-FT
350 HP/750 LB-FT
282 (tag axle), 288 (tag axle)
Cummins ISC 8.3-L I-6
360 HP/1,050 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
370 HP/1,200 LB-FT
400 HP/1,200 LB-FT
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
ecoFRED
178, 190, 208, 228, 242,
Cummins ISB 6.7-L I-6
246, 250, 252, 254, 260, 270
300 HP/620 LB-FT
XCL
228, 267, 276
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
400 HP/1,200 LB-FT
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
XCP POWERLINER
252, 266, 282,
Cummins ISM 10.8-L I-6
292, 296
500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
XCP POWERLINER III
252, 266, 282,
Cummins ISM 10.8-L I-6
(Tag axle)
292, 296
500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
SPRINTER F-50
COWL CHASSIS
PHENIX
NIMBUS

170

FREIGHTLINER/DODGE
Mercedes-Benz 3.0-L V-6 diesel
154 HP/280 LB-FT

GVWR 1
(LBS.)
26,000–32,400

GCWR 2
TOWING
(LBS.)
ALLOWANCE (LBS.) 3
30,000–42,400
Determined by
manufacturer

26,000–44,600

30,000–59,600

Determined by
manufacturer

27,000

37,000

29,500–34,600

39,500–44,600

Determined by
manufacturer
Determined by
manufacturer

44,600–49,000

59,600–64,000

15,000

50,000

65,000

15,000

11,030

15,250

5,000

60,000

18,000

51,000–60,000

15,200–16,200

49,600–59,600

15,000

61,600

15,000

61,600

15,000

61,600–65,600

15,000

33,000

5,000

41,000

10,000

41,000

10,000

42,000

10,000

FORETRAVEL
Cummins ISX 15-L I-6
52,000
650 HP/1,950 LB-FT
228, 252, 276
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
34,800–46,800
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISM 11.0-L I-6 500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
252, 276, 304

AMERICAN
278–302
ALLEGIANCE 40X, 42G, 42T
AMERICAN TRADITION
302
42C, 42F, 42M, 42P
AMERICAN EAGLE
302–304
42C, 42F, 42M, 42P,
45D, 45E, 45H
AMERICAN HERITAGE
304
45B, 45E

LIBERTY (FLEETWOOD)
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
34,600–44,600
400 HP/1,200-1,500 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
44,600
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISM 10.8-L I-6
46,600
500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
Cummins ISM 10.8-L I-6
500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
Cummins ISX 14.9-L I-6
650 HP/1,550-1,950 LB-FT

46,600–50,600

POWER BRIDGE (FLEETWOOD)
BOUNDER DIESEL
228–252
Cummins ISB 6.7-L I-6
28,000
36B, 36D, 38F, 38S, 38V
340 HP/660 LB-FT
EXPEDITION
228–252
Cummins ISB 6.7-L I-6
31,000
34H, 38F, 38L, 38R, 38Y
325 HP/750 LB-FT
DISCOVERY
228–252–276
Cummins ISB 6.7-L I-6
31,000
37D, 39R, 40G, 40K, 40X
350 HP/750 LB-FT
EXCURSION/PROVIDENCE 252–276
Cummins ISC 8.3-L I-6
32,000
39R, 40E, 40Q, 40T, 40X
360 HP/1,050 LB-FT
1
Gross vehicle weight rating. 2 Gross combined weight rating. 3 Depending on actual motorhome weight.
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‘08 Safari Passage 32’

2:54 PM
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‘07 Safari Trek 29’
$

‘07 Safari Simba FD 38’

- s -320 99,689
$

- s -320 125,318
$

- s -320 $165,756
$

‘08 Itasca Suncruiser 33’

‘08 Newmar Ventana 33’

‘08 Fleetwood Discovery 39’

$

NOW 64,708

$

NOW 86,407

- s -320 157,852
$

- s -320 202,371
$

- s -320 $230,771
$

‘07 Country Coach Tribute 40’

‘07 Country Coach Inspire 40’

‘08 Newmar Mountain Aire 41’

NOW 107,708

$

- s -320 291,850
$

NOW 187,507

$

NOW 98,907

NOW 127,408

$

- s -320 337,100
$

NOW 219,607

I-5 Exit 199, Coburg, OR
    s GUARANTYCOM
All units subject to prior sale. Pictures for illustration purposes only.
Prices do not include license, $50 title and/or registration processing fee. Prices expire 04-10-09.
Guaranty RV, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card

NOW 158,508

- s -320 $453,220
$

NOW 299,608
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CLASS A
MODEL

WHEELBASES
(INCHES)

RR4R

204–252

RR8R

237–261

RR8S

248–272

RR10R

261

RR10S

270

S-SERIES

242–284

NVS

Per coachbuilder’s specs

NVS GT

Per coachbuilder’s specs

K2

Per coachbuilder’s specs

K3

Per coachbuilder’s specs

MOUNTAIN
MASTER
MOUNTAIN
MASTER GT

Per coachbuilder’s specs
Per coachbuilder’s specs

POWERGLIDE

MAXUM

ENGINE(S)

GVWR 1
(LBS.)
ROADMASTER (MONACO COACH CORPORATION)
Cummins ISB 5.9-L I-6
29,000
340 HP/660 LB-FT
Cummins ISC 8.3-L I-6
33,000
360 HP/1,050 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
400 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
37,600
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
43,000
400 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
44,600
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISL 8.9-L I-6
50,300
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT
Cummins ISM-II 11.0-L I-6
500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
Cummins ISX 15.0-L I-6
650 HP/1,950 LB-FT
SPARTAN
Cummins ISB
300 HP/620 LB-FT
Cummins ISC
300 HP/1,000 LB-FT
Cummins ISM
500 HP/1,550 LB-FT
Cummins ISX
600/650 HP/1,850/1,950 LB-FT
Cummins ISC
330/360 HP/1,000/1,050 LB-FT
Cummins ISL
350/400/425 HP/1,200 LB-FT

GCWR 2
(LBS.)

TOWING
ALLOWANCE (LBS.) 3

36,000

7,000

43,000

10,000

47,600

10,000

53,000

10,000

54,600

10,000

60,300

10,000–15,000

23,000–25,500

28,000

5,000

24,000–29,500

34,000–39,500

10,000

44,601–46,600
(with tag axle)
50,601–54,000
(with tag axle)
29,601–34,600

59,601–61,600
(with tag axle)
65,601–69,000
(with tag axle)
39,600–46,600

15,000

31,601–34,600
41,601–44,600
(with tag axle)

46,601–49,600
56,601–59,600
(with tag axle)

15,000

MOTORHOME l March 2009

10,000–12,000

238–318

TIFFIN
Cummins ISL 8.9-L
425 HP/1,200 LB-FT

36,600–49,900

46,600–59,000

10,000

267

WINNEBAGO
Cummins ISL 8.9-L
400/425 HP/1,200 LB-FT

32,350–34,320

42,350–44,320

10,000

22,000
20,000

4,000
4,000

22,000
26,000
26,000
26,000
26,000
30,000
26,000
30,000
40,000

4,000
5,500
5,500
4,000
4,000
6,000
4,000
4,000
12,000

41,500

12,000

43,000

12,000

44,000

12,000

WORKHORSE
GM Vortec 8.1-L V-8 340 HP/455 LB-FT
16,000
MaxxForce 5 V-6
16,000
200 HP/440 LB-FT
W18
158.5–228
GM Vortec 8.1-L V-8 340 HP/455 LB-FT
18,000
W20
190–228
GM Vortec 8.1-L V-8 340 HP/455 LB-FT
20,500
W20D
190, 208, 228
MaxxForce 7 V-8 230 HP/620 LB-FT
20,500
W22
208–242
GM Vortec 8.1-L V-8 340 HP/455 LB-FT
22,000
W22D
208, 228, 242
MaxxForce 7 V-8 230 HP/620 LB-FT
22,000
W24
228–242
GM Vortec 8.1-L V-8 340 HP/455 LB-FT
24,000
UFO 22
208–228
GM Vortec 8.1-L V-8 340 HP/455 LB-FT
22,000
UFO 26
208–262
GM Vortec 8.1-L V-8 340 HP/455 LB-FT
26,000
R28
228–252
Caterpillar C7 7.2-L I-6
28,000
300–360 HP/860–925 LB-FT
R29
228–252
Caterpillar C7 7.2-L I-6
29,500
300–360 HP/860–925 LB-FT
R31
228–252
Caterpillar C7 7.2-L I-6
31,000
300–360 HP/860–925 LB-FT
R32
228–252
Caterpillar C7 7.2-L I-6
32,000
300–360 HP/860–925 LB-FT
1
Gross vehicle weight rating. 2 Gross combined weight rating. 3 Depending on actual motorhome weight.
W16
W16D

15,000

158.5–228
190
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WINNEBAGO ERA 170XL

SLEEK STYLING AND A MERCEDES DIESEL
MAKE WEEKEND GETAWAYS MORE ECONOMICAL AND FUN
by FRED PAUSCH

the one certainty that remains is the enjoyment
of the RVing lifestyle. Luckily, for those who are
shopping for new wheels, there are more choices in the smaller motorhome arena than ever
before, and Winnebago has joined the fray in
Class B offerings with the ERA. Built on the popular Dodge Sprinter chassis that uses the Mercedes-Benz, 3.0-L turbodiesel, the
ERA offers a full list of features in a very pleasing, compact form.
Two Touring and two Limited versions are available, all built
on the single rear wheel (SRW), 170-inch wheelbase using Winnebago’s well-conceived floorplan. Our test unit arrived fully
equipped in the striking Charcoal Limited Package, leaving no
doubt that this is much more than just a simple van conversion.
UNDER THE HOOD
The heart of the Sprinter is the Mercedes CDI turbodiesel pumping
out 154 smooth ponies through a paddle-shift-assisted five-speed
transmission. The engine bay is open and neatly organized, making
fluid checks a breeze, and owners will appreciate the clever nonskid step integrated into the lower grille valance. Mercedes also
adds an interesting twist in that it does not include a transmission
dipstick on the diesel-powered Sprinter. Instead, it requires the motorhome be driven to a Dodge or Chrysler dealership for free transmission fluid checks that — according to our local Chrysler dealer
— require the use of a special dealership tool. This is not especially convenient or reassuring after ingrained fluid check routines
that are more easily conducted during refueling stops. Hopefully,
future iterations will restore this basic maintenance necessity.
Underhood features include the passenger-side fresh air intake for the cabin. Air enters the vehicle through the driver-side
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hood grille intake, crossing the full width of the hood’s core and
under the matching passenger-side dummy hood grille, wringing
out any moisture along the way and entering a large filter box that
uses the hood as the lid. An easy-to-change 9 × 14-inch pleated
filter is visible anytime the hood is opened and ensures only fresh,
filtered air enters the cabin’s blower motor housing for dashselected distribution. At first glance, the battery seems to be missing, but it’s actually secured in a well under the driver’s feet. Dodge
has wisely provided additional space for an optional driver-side
second battery and tray combo under the hood while the house
battery resides in a vented battery box in the rear cabinetry.
THE TOUR
A short step up into the driver’s seat provides uncompromised forward visibility maintained by large 23-inch wipers and the sharply
sloping hood that immediately identifies this newest player in the
utility van offering. A pair of round, no-nonsense analog gauges clearly display speed and engine RPM. Numerous color-warning icons logically arranged above and between the gauges inform the driver of
a laundry list of maladies — from low tire pressure to burned-out
signal bulbs, plus a host of engine, brake and traction/stability system malfunctions. A small, centered digital information screen displays distance functions and fuel status along with time functions.
Within the center dash pillar is Winnebago’s RV Radio, which
includes an AM/FM stereo/CD player and a connection point for
MP3 and iPod input. Ours also included the optional ($280) Sirius satellite radio feature. Immediately below, two bands of controls include three large intuitive knobs and adjacent switches to
control air and A/C distribution. Rounding out the dash is the ergolocated paddle shifter, cup holders and a 12-volt DC power point.
Fully adjustable, comfortable captain’s chairs sport a single
March 2009 l
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2009 WINNEBAGO ERA 170XL
WHAT’S HOT

WHAT’S NOT

Quiet, easy driver with excellent
road manners; Mercedes-Benz
turbodiesel; multi-use floorplan

Minimal Occupant and Cargo Carrying
Capacity; no transmission dipstick;
easily damaged running boards

Clockwise from top: In the cockpit, monitoring engine functions and operating dash controls are a simple task thanks to the intuitive
layout. Large side shades and built-in pleated door and windshield shades create privacy while adjustable, swiveling chairs provide
comfortable seating. The ERA’s compact but efficient kitchen module makes meal service a breeze with plenty of storage above.

ratcheting armrest and are equipped with a manually adjustable
lumbar support. The chairs easily swivel to face matching companion seats around the movable pole-mounted table that
can also be positioned in front of the sofa bed.
Dodge and Winnebago have complemented each other’s efforts by creating a window array for the Sprinter/ERA that provides
panoramic views from every seating location. The standard tinted
awning-style windows allow useful and needed ventilation, moving or camped, and the room-darkening roller shades help keep
out the heat. It’s often the case that dark-color paint schemes,
while stunning, can become uncomfortably warm on sunny days
without using auxiliary ventilation or cooling. A lighter exterior
paint choice would be welcomed not only for longer van washing
intervals but better heat reflection as well.
Loading the ERA for a weekend getaway was no problem
thanks to the storage area under the removable rear 60 × 80-inch
sofa bed, which was equipped with the optional ($294) electric
fold-down mechanism that really is a necessity for owning this
motorhome. Leaving the sofa in the bed position will increase
usable storage space but also limits aisle access. Still, not a bad
tradeoff since the sofa doesn’t have seat-belted positions.
Additional storage is available above the sofa bed in an
overhead cabinet, thanks to the Dodge “High Roof” that creates
the 6-foot, 3-inch interior height. More storage abounds in the
9-foot length of upper Euro-style Light Maple cabinetry that runs
unbroken nearly the length of the driver’s side cabin area.
A removable clothes bar is provided across the length of the
bath for drip drying wet clothing or towels and can act as a temporary hanging space for long items. Permanent hanging shirtlength wardrobe cabinets can be substituted for one or both of
the companion captain chairs if storage is preferred over seating
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and six drawers of various sizes are provided in the galley module
to stow cooking utensils and dishware.
MANAGING WEIGHT
The ERA does not have unlimited Occupant and Cargo Carrying
Capacity (OCCC). Given that the well-appointed, two-sleeper ERA is
best suited as a suite-for-two weekender, we could make the best
use of its available payload by traveling with reduced freshwater
volume to increase the OCCC and connecting to the campground water
supply when needed. We determined from the ERA’s factory weight
certification label and our scale measurements that freshwater
capacity has the greatest variable effect on the OCCC, so traveling
with a half-tank of water and using only two of the four seatbelted
positions during travel created an OCCC of 329 pounds. Owners will
have to monitor their cargo selections in earnest to make every pound
count, but the ERA should accommodate the necessities for a weekend trip. Eliminating one of the companion seats for the available
storage cabinet might also help improve payload totals.
OFF AND RUNNING
Undeterred, and mindful of the weight limitations, we set off
for our overnight destination at the beautiful and secluded Canyon
RV Park (www.canyonrvpark.com), just off Highway 91 in Ana-
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WINNEBAGO ERA 170XL

Newell Coach

Country Coach

Dynamax Grand Sport

Renegade Motorhome & Toters

Holland Motor Homes, Circle 130 on Reader Service Card

Dynamax DynaQuest
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Pleasure-Way

Airstream Interstate
For the Best Value Call:
1-800-221-7197 - MI
Website:
www.holland-motorhomes.com
Holland MI 49423

heim, California. Located in the heart of the
Southland, it’s a perfect destination for
quick weekend getaways like this.
En route, the ERA provided smooth
ramp-to-freeway speeds without hesitation
or transmission complaints — easing in
and out of traffic without effort — often
making us feel we were driving something
much shorter than its true 24 feet. Cruising at 65 MPH, the Mercedes diesel turned
2,400 RPM, giving us a range of 17–20 MPG
for its efforts — once the commuter traffic
was behind us and the cruise control was
set. When we took the speed down to 55
MPH, mileage increased to an impressive
20–22 MPG. The power rack-and-pinion
steering was very responsive, with excellent
feedback, requiring minimal input as the
independent front suspension smoothed
out road surface irregularities.
Kudos to the soundproofing crew at
Dodge and Winnebago whose talents
and skill allowed the ERA to score big
points for a quiet, rattle-free ride. Measuring only 70–72 decibels at freeway speed
on average-condition road surfaces, the
refreshing quiet allowed clear hands-free
cell phone use.
IN CAMP
Setting up camp is as simple as backing into
the site and plugging in … or not. It’s your
choice. Our ERA came equipped with the
optional ($2,793) 2.5 kW Onan LP-gaspowered AC generator that is tucked up behind the rear axle, but also subtracted 113
pounds of valuable OCCC. Sliding open the
side door reveals the companion seats, making entry an easy step up on the oversized
but low running board design. You’ll have
to be careful parallel parking as the low
running boards could easily be damaged.
Galley duties are a breeze on the dualburner stovetop. Dometic’s new three-way
single-door fridge stows perishable supplies
as well as other tasty treats slated to be
finished in the small built-in microwave.
With dishes washed in the hinged lid
single-basin sink and stowed, a rejuvenating shower is possible courtesy of the 6gallon water heater. The wet bath is similar
in design to those found in truck campers
and though tight for some, it’s still nice to
have a hot shower anytime you want.
We discovered an additional benefit of
that electric sofa bed: leaving the seatback

SPECIFICATIONS
PERFORMANCE
FUEL ECONOMY: 17–22 MPG
ACCELERATION:
0-60 MPH: 19 SEC
40-60 MPH: 10 SEC
CHASSIS
MODEL: DODGE SPRINTER
ENGINE: MERCEDES-BENZ 3.0-L
6 CYLINDER TURBODIESEL
SAE HP: 154 HP @ 3,400 RPM
TORQUE: 280 LB-FT @ 1,200–2,400 RPM
TRANSMISSION: 5-SPEED AUTOMATIC
AXLE RATIO: 3.92:1
TIRES: LT 245/75R16E
WHEELBASE: 170"
BRAKES, F/R: ABS DISC W/SKID CONTROL
SUSPENSION, F/R: IFS/LONGITUDINAL LEAFS
FUEL CAP: 26.4 GAL
WARRANTY: 3 YRS/36,000 MILES
COACH
EXT LENGTH: 24' 1"
EXT WIDTH: 6' 4"
EXT HEIGHT: 9' 7"
INT WIDTH: 5' 10"
INT HEIGHT: 6' 3"
CONSTRUCTION: STEEL FRAMING, STEEL SKIN
AND ROOF, 2" FIBERGLASS BATT INSULATION
FRESHWATER CAP: 30 GAL
BLACK-WATER CAP: 10 GAL
GRAY-WATER CAP: 22 GAL
WATER-HEATER CAP: 6 GAL
LP-GAS CAP: 16 GAL
FURNACE (1): 16,000 BTU
AIR CONDITIONER (1): 9,200 BTU
REFRIGERATOR: 4 CU-FT
CONVERTER: 45 AMPS
BATTERY (2): 12-VOLT CHASSIS,
12-VOLT COACH
AC GENERATOR: 2.5 KW
MSRP: $91,466
MSRP AS TESTED: $95,351
WARRANTY: 1 YR/15,000 MILES
WET WEIGHT
(WATER & HEATER, FUEL, LP-GAS TANK FULL;
NO SUPPLIES OR PASSENGERS)
FRONT AXLE: 3,500 LBS
REAR AXLE: 4,460 LBS
TOTAL: 7,960 LBS
CHASSIS RATINGS
GAWR, F/R: 3,970/5,630 LBS
GVWR/GCWR: 8,550/13,550 LBS
OCCC: 590 LBS
GAWR: GROSS AXLE WEIGHT RATING
GVWR: GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING
GCWR: GROSS COMBINATION WEIGHT RATING
OCCC: OCCUPANT & CARGO CARRYING CAPACITY
SCWR: SLEEP CAPACITY WEIGHT RATING
WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES
(641) 585-3535,
WWW.WINNEBAGOIND.COM.
CIRCLE 220 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
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partially raised for perfect movie viewing on
the HD-capable LCD TV. Unique pleated
horizontal blinds are fitted to the windshield and doors, eliminating the need for
traditional wraparound curtains. Pull-down
shades handle the cabin.
With a comfortable night behind us,
we headed for apple festival activities in
nearby Oak Glen, in the foothills of San
Bernardino County. The ERA handled some
5-percent grades without a stutter and the
transmission never exhibited any hunting
or gear confusion due in large part to the
torquey turbodiesel. Heading downhill in
third gear kept our speed at 42 MPH in complete control without need for the 4-wheel
discs with another slap of the shifter ringing up second gear, bringing the speed
down to 25 MPH on the same grade.
Despite its tall silhouette, the ERA
never once gave any indication of topheaviness or any sickly roll during our spirited foothill driving. The computer-aided
stability control system, which senses
speed and steering angle to ensure proper
direction control based on payload, was
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In the reclined position, the rear sofa and
bench-seat cushions create a large bed.

reassuring to have. The system seamlessly
monitored the off-camber turns and sudden braking, and for the most part, we were
unable to feel any system-generated braking correction in any particular maneuver.
After sampling “everything-apple” in
this quaint little mountain hamlet and
losing light fast, we headed home with
another great single-tank getaway in the
logbook and equally great marks for
the 2009 ERA in almost every category. ◆

On your way there,
stay here...
and relax for a day or two! This is
just one of the hundreds of sites
located in the 29 campgrounds
along the shores of lakes Marion
and Moultrie in South Carolina.
We also have 15 championship
golf courses & world class fishing

Santee Cooper Country
In SC (803) 854-2131 Outside SC 1-800-227-8510
www.santeecoopercountry.org ~~~tourscc@oburg.net
Berkeley, Calhoun, Clarendon, Orangeburg & Sumter counties
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Discover your greener pastures at BlueSkyRVInsurance.com.
Receive a FREE RV insurance quote and learn more about
depreciation-free RV insurance, available through Blue Sky RV Insurance.

Not available in all states. Blue Sky RV Insurance is managed by Recreation Insurance Specialists, LLC.

RIS Holdings, LLC, Circle 139 on Reader Service Card
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from OUR READERS

▲

quicktips

12/19/08

HANDY HAMPER
Most motorhomes either don’t have a clothes hamper or
have one that’s too small. I solved that problem in my RV
by converting an unused vanity into a large hamper. First, I
cut an opening inside the top of the vanity and created a
hinged door. Next, I drilled holes around the inside opening
and glued dowels into each hole, making “hooks” on which
to hang a mesh laundry bag.
To close up the front opening, I bought a wood frame
and stained it to match the existing woodwork. I inset a
brass mesh metal panel for decoration and air circulation.
The frame is held in place with four cabinet-door magnets.
To take out a full bag of laundry I simply lift open the
counter and pull the bag out.
RONALD BELL l KINGSVILLE, MARYLAND

▲

SOLAR SECURITY

I wanted to secure the solar panels on the roof of my
motorhome to help prevent theft. I used a cable padlock,
like those used for gun locks, and drilled a hole in a
mounting foot and then one in the side frame of the solar
panel so that the cable would be tight and not rub on
the roof. I chose the mounting foot that was closest
to the outside edge of the RV and one that was near a
vent so that the lock would be visible from the ground
in order to discourage theft; it would also be difficult
to cut the lock without a ladder to the side of the rig.
The solar panels can still be tilted in one direction
without moving the lock. More than one lock can
be used on a panel for added security.
STEVE GARRETT l PENSACOLA, FLORIDA

▲

Each time I stored my fishing rods in the compartment of my RV, they would tangle up with
other equipment. My solution was to purchase a cup hook and a tool holder from the hardware store and install them on one of the compartment walls. The rods no longer get tangled up with each other or other gear in the storage area, and are easily accessible.
DANNY LINDSTROM l SALINAS, CALIFORNIA ◆
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Quick Tips,
MotorHome’s monthly
column of useful,
handy and simple
tips by fellow RVers,
is looking for submissions. Please send your
favorite do-it-yourself
ideas to: MotorHome
Quick Tips, 2575 Vista
Del Mar Drive, Ventura,
Calif., 93001. Be sure
to include any photos,
illustrations or drawings, if necessary. If
your tip is selected
for publication, you’ll
receive $35.
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GOING UP,
GOING DOWN
Unique, and sturdy, the telescoping
pedestal from Springfield Marine
adds versatility to dinette tables

PHOTOS: GARY BOHINC

Motorhome owners spend a good deal of time sitting
around a dining table. There are a number of table configurations, but the standard-type dinette is still a mainstay of the
industry. Trouble is, many of these dinette tables are supported
by flimsy pedestal legs that wobble or even self-destruct over
time. Because there are very few good solutions for the RV industry when it comes to table pedestals, we sometimes have to
turn to the boating industry. In this case, we found a slick 3Stage Table Pedestal offered by Springfield Marine Company.
The 3-Stage Table Pedestal is much more versatile than
a standard RV dining table in that it adjusts infinitely from
123⁄4 inches from the floor to 28 inches — the appropriate
table height for eating. When extended to maximum height,
all three tubes are exposed. When the middle tube is pushed
down into the bottom tube, the 20-inch maximum height
makes for a nice “coffee” table. When the two top tubes are
collapsed, the table is at its lowest point (123⁄4 inches).
My interest in this type of an arrangement stems from the
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need to position the table at a lower point for the convenience
of using my laptop. In many cases, such as the C-shaped
dinette we used in our installation of the new pedestal, the
table can also be positioned to fill out the cushions when
used as a bed — without juggling boards and brackets.
Installation is quite simple since the pedestal is attached
to a base that bolts to the floor and the top tube has a platform
that is used to secure the table.
Here’s where some modification might be necessary.
Depending on the table hardware, this platform may need
cutting, as it did in our case. That was because the sliding
mechanism under our particular table was too narrow to fit
over the platform without restricting movement. Bolting into
a table itself should pose no problem, especially since there
are plenty of slots in the platform for matching bolt-holes.
Bolting the base to the floor was simple.
In use, each section can be moved after releasing the
latch, and the sections are pressurized to allow effortless
movement. Collapsing the tubes takes a little oomph, but
nothing difficult. Each section can be stopped and locked
in place at any point in their respective travel zones.
The Springfield 3-Stage Table Pedestal is made of anodized aluminum and is available in satin or black finishes.
It’s very stout, and of course, meets rigid marine standards.
It sells for $321.10 (plus shipping) at Cascade Depot and
MotorHome readers can get 10 percent off their first order
when referencing this article.
For more information, contact Cascade Depot at (541) 3272195, or go online to www.cascadedepot.com.
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by CHUCK CAMPBELL

out of respect for our customer’s privacy, though we will respond directly to
Mr. Slevin.
ERIC VANCLEAVE
CLAIMS MANAGER
NATIONAL WARRANTY OF FLORIDA
WHEAT RIDGE, COLORADO
John H. Slevin:

Caliper
Conundrum
Disagreeing with his service-contract
provider on how it covered a repair
associated with his motorhome, a reader turned to Hot Line for assistance.
He wrote:
During a recent trip in my motorhome,
the brakes began to smell like they
were burning, and the brake pedal went
to the floorboard. After allowing the
brakes to cool off, I proceeded to my
destination cautiously with partial
brake control.
Three days later, I drove 60 miles
home without any further problems,
although the CHECK BRAKE light was on
continuously. I took the coach to a
local RV repair facility, where the
mechanics there determined that both
rear-brake calipers had locked up. In
sorting out the causes of the failure, it
was found that the locking up of the
right-wheel caliper caused a speed
sensor to melt.
My service contract underwriter,
National Warranty of Florida, Inc.,
allowed for the replacement of the
speed sensor, but denied coverage for
the replacement of the calipers. The
claims adjuster who examined my coach
declared that my calipers were working
at the time of inspection.
My National Warranty contract
states that a part has failed “when it can
no longer perform the function for which
it was intended.” In fact, the calipers on
my unit did fail to perform their intended function when they locked up.
I am asking Hot Line to intercede
for me in getting National Warranty
of Florida to re-evaluate my claim.
JOHN H. SLEVIN l LILLIAN, ALABAMA
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“USING A SURGE
PROTECTOR COULD
SAVE YOU MONEY
SHOULD AN
ELECTRICAL MISHAP
EVER OCCUR.
A VARIETY OF THESE
ARE AVAILABLE FROM
CAMPING WORLD AND
OTHER RETAILERS.”
Hot Line contacted National Warranty
of Florida on Slevin’s behalf. National
Warranty elected not to answer our inquiry directly, citing conflict of interest
and privacy concerns.
When presenting complaints to
any company, it is never Hot Line’s intent to take sides. We act as an impartial go-between for our readers. When
readers/complainants request our assistance, they are in essence waiving any
issues of privacy involving information
surrounding their complaints.
Both National Warranty of Florida
and Slevin responded as follows:
National Warranty of Florida:
We appreciate Hot Line’s attempt to
bring this situation to light. However,
we believe that resolving this matter
through your magazine would be a
conflict of interest, since your parent
company sells a competing extendedwarranty product. We don’t believe in
resolving this matter via a magazine

Due to Hot Line’s intervention, National Warranty reconsidered my claim, and
sent me a check for $598.80. Adding
this amount to the $434 the company
previously allowed pretty well covers
my repair expenses. Thank you for your
assistance in this matter.
J.H.S.
POWER OVERLOAD
Thinking that an RV park owed him
compensation for damages he believed
he incurred during his stay there, a reader requested Hot Line’s help. He wrote:
I recently stayed at the Western Horizons RV Park in Casa Grande, Arizona.
Upon plugging in to the park’s 50-amp
receptacle, I believe 220 volts inadvertently coursed through my RV’s electrical system. This power surge caused
the electronics in both TVs, as well as
the control board in my washer/dryer, to
burn out. When I checked the park’s
power hook-up station at my site, the
plug-in receptacle appeared to be worn.
I contacted Western Horizons’
[home office] to request reimbursement
for the cost to repair my coach’s burnedout systems. The company denied
liability, though it offered me a $1,000
discount coupon toward a future Fantasy Tour.
I was advised that Western Horizons made its decision to deny my claim
based on a report by its maintenance
staff. The company then responded
with an additional offer of $500, but
said it did not accept any liability.
Despite the offer of partial payment, I
still believe I am owed $761.22 as compensation for my full repair bill (totaling
$1,261.22).
ROBERT E. HERRY
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
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Hot Line was unable to assist Herry in his
quest for further compensation. However,
we thought it prudent to share his letter
with our readers.
Although situations similar to Herry’s
are not unheard of when hooked up to
shorepower, they can be avoided if one
uses a good quality surge protector. Unfortunately, it is difficult to prove liability when
an electrical mishap occurs unless other
coaches in the park are similarly affected
at the same time.
A variety of surge protection devices
can be purchased from Camping World and
other retailers. Investment in a protection
device is a good idea and can save money
and headaches should an electrical mishap
ever occur.
Following is Western Horizons’ response to Hot Line.
Thank you for forwarding Mr. Herry’s letter
to our office. A report from our maintenance person, who inspected the receptacle in question, deemed it in good working
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order. Considering this information, we
cannot see how we are at fault in this
matter. It is unfortunate that Mr. Herry had
problems with his rig, but there is no evidence to support his claim.
However, our risk manager, in a good
faith gesture, has sent Mr. Herry a cash
payment of $500, and a $1,000 coupon
for one of our caravan tours.
LYNN BERRY
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
WESTERN HORIZON RESORTS
GUNNISON, COLORADO
AIR CONDITIONER WOES
At loggerheads with an RV repair facility
over a bill, two readers requested Hot Line’s
intervention. They explained:
Recently, we took our 2004 diesel-powered
motorhome to Brambillas, Inc., in Shakopee, Minnesota, to have the air conditioner repaired. Brambillas changed a couple
of switches, claimed the A/C was fixed, and
charged us $450. However, on our next
trip the A/C exhibited the same symptoms.

We took the rig back to Brambillas. We
were told this time that a ground wire to
the A/C was loose, and required dismantling part of the unit’s ceiling area. We were
billed $1,122.27 for these repairs, which
we feel is too high. Can Hot Line please
help us resolve this?
RAY & PAULA MAIR
WOODBURY, MINNESOTA
Hot Line contacted Brambillas, Inc., on
the Mairs’ behalf. The company’s service
manager responded positively to them with
a compromise offer. At this point however,
the Mairs have not accepted.
Brambillas responded:
Brambillas’ standard warranty is 90 days
on parts and labor, which refers to parts
that we ourselves replaced. The second
time Mr. Mair brought his coach in for repairs, we found that his A/C was not getting ground signals, and traced the cause
to the ground wire itself. This issue is not
associated with the first repair work done
on his A/C. That repair involved a start-up

relay (this part is still in working order).
Mr. Mair’s service contract would only
pay for 11⁄2 hours to fix the ground wire,
when it actually required 8 hours to do
the job. The service contract underwriter
finally agreed to add $500 against the
bill. This now leaves Mr. Mair with a total
bill of $522.27 (not including his $100
deductible).
We have been trying to contact Mr.
Mair with an offer to split the difference
with him. This will leave him with a total
outstanding balance of $361.13. Mr. Mair
has not yet returned our phone calls.
MICHAEL SANDGREN
BRAMBILLAS, INC.
SHAKOPEE, MINNESOTA ◆
TO CONTRIBUTE TO HOT LINE, please
refer to Contact MotorHome, page 5.

Be sure to visit
MOTORHOME’S Web site:
www.motorhomemagazine.com

Dometic Corporation has voluntarily extended the two-door refrigerator recall started in August 2006 by recalling additional
refrigerators as part of a continual commitment to maintaining a high level of satisfaction and excellence now and in the future.

Previous Recall Announcement
This recall affects Dometic two-door refrigerators manufactured between April 1997 and May 2003.

Current Recall Announcement
This recall affects Dometic two-door refrigerators manufactured between June 2003 and September 2006.
The well-being of Dometic customers is of highest concern. A serious problem resulting in a fire may occur in an exceptionally small
fraction of Dometic two-door refrigerators, but to address that potential risk, please contact us immediately for more information.
RECALL O6E-076, 08E-032

www.Dometic.com/Recall
Recall Hotline: 1-888-446-5157
56
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Wiring Diagrams
In your January column — “Electrical
Outage II” — you stated that “Wiring
diagrams are invaluable tools. Every motorhome owner should carry one for his
or her use or the use of a technician.”
In 2006 I purchased a new Gulf
Stream B Touring Cruiser. Since the purchase, I have not been able to acquire
an electrical wiring diagram from the
manufacturer or from the dealer, having
attempted this on three occasions.
I was informed by one of the customer service contacts at Gulf Stream
that a wiring diagram for this unit is “not
available.” I tried to buy one from the

“IF THE SWITCH IS
MELTING DOWN,
ACCESSORIES THAT
DON’T NEED TO BE
KEYED COULD
BE DIRECTLY WIRED
OR CHANGED TO RELAY
WIRING TO REDUCE
THE LOAD ON THE
IGNITION SWITCH.”

dealer’s parts department, and was
informed that it was “not available to
retail customers.”
I would be happy to pay whatever
reasonable cost is involved to purchase
one. However, it seems that Gulf Stream
will not release this publication to its
motorhome owners.
I would appreciate any help you
may be able to provide to get Gulf
Stream to change its policy. This motor
home has three slide outs, and the electrical wiring is somewhat complex. A
wiring diagram would be very useful, if
not necessary, for servicing this coach.
CHARLES WOOD
VACAVILLE, CALIFORNIA

I agree, Charles. I have not known Gulf
Stream to refuse to supply wiring diagrams in the past, but this may be
a change in policy. The diagram is
obviously available, but not to “retail
customers.”
I received a similar letter from
Bob Vigna in Punta Gorda, Florida. He
couldn’t obtain a wiring diagram from
Newmar for his Dutch Star motorhome.
The automotive industry has been
supplying detailed maintenance manuals and wiring diagrams to dealers
and vehicle owners for many, many
years. My company distributes them for
the classic GMC motorhome built in
the 1970s, and Helm, Inc. distributes
them for many of the car brands. See
www.helminc.com.
I would call Gulf Stream again, and
ask to speak to someone other than a
customer service representative. Explain
to that person that you need the diagram
to service your motorhome, and you are
hoping that Gulf Stream will comply as
part of its customer service policy.
ELECTRICAL OVERLOAD
I read your January column, “Electrical
Outage II” — about Workhorse ignition
switch problems — with a smile. My
first experience was in North Carolina on
a holiday weekend. After filling up with
gas, I returned to the coach and had no
juice at all. The Good Sam people and
Cox Repair Service in Smithfield, North
Carolina, got me moving after finding a
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by WES CAUGHLAN

replacement switch for the ignition.
Cox Repair Service’s recommendation was to carry a spare, because the
switch was too small for what was routed through it. I put a new switch in my
toolbox on my return to New England,
and a year later, same deal. The plug
and switch actually started to melt. I
plugged in the new switch, and was on
my way.
I contacted Arlington RV Center,
and they advised me there is a switch
kit that replaces this obviously inadequate one. It uses a new switch with
relays. It is called a P32 kit, and cost
$191.24 for the parts.
I was told that a handy person
could install it, but I opted to have Arlington do it. All has been running fine
since the conversion.
I ran into another Workhorse owner
last winter in Florida. He had lost
his switch, and had to have repairs. I
wonder how many of these switches
have failed?
PAUL HARDY
NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS

Thanks for the information, Paul. As
mentioned in my January column, “If
the switch is melting down, accessories
that don’t need to be keyed could be
directly wired or changed to relay wiring
to reduce the load on the ignition
switch.” The conversion you mention
adds relays to the switch to take the
added load.
A much easier and less expensive
alternative would be to remove add-on
wiring from the motorhome manufacturer, and wire it direct to a 12-volt DC
source. Most of it does not need to be
ignition keyed.
Direct wiring is something an average do-it-yourself owner can do. Better
yet, when under warranty, get the motorhome manufacturer to do it for free.
SPLIT MODEL YEAR
I purchased what was called a “split
model” in 1991. The motorhome was
built on a 1990 GM P-chassis. It was
registered as a 1991 model — similar to
Michael Demma’s dilemma, addressed
in your January column (“Model Year”).
March 2009 l

MOTORHOME

Best in

12/19/08

2:55 PM

the West

Motor Homes

#1

COUNTRY COACH
CSI Parts & Service Center
’02, ’03, ’05 &’06
According to Country Coach Customer Survey

COUNTRY COACH
Come see the all new Veranda!

NEWELL COACH

HOLIDAY RAMBLER by Monaco

ROADTREK
Holland Motorhomes, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card

America’s #1 Selling Class B Motorhome

NEW & PRE-OWNED
GAS & DIESEL
Visit our online showroom:
www.hollandmotorhomes.com

800-961-4464
San Diego, California 92111

38 Years & Going Strong
- RV Sales & Service
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COACH & CHASSIS

However, I encountered a major problem with my split model when the first
smog test was required for the fifth-year
registration. California changed smog-test
requirements for model-year 1991 vehicles, and because my 1990 chassis was
registered as a 1991 vehicle, it was unable
to pass the smog test. Neither Chevrolet nor
the motorhome manufacturer was of any
help. They said it was a state issue.
I had no luck dealing with the California smog folks. In the end, this motorhome became the dealer’s problem when
I traded it in on a new motorhome that
had matching chassis and model year
designations.
I think all MotorHome readers would
be well advised to verify their states’ smog
requirements when purchasing a split
model to determine if there are any differences between the purchase year and the
chassis year.
CHUCK GRAY
YORBA LINDA, CALIFORNIA

Dead
Battery?

Batteries lose 1% of their
charge per day. Deltran
Battery Tender® keeps your
vehicle battery fresh, ready

I agree with your recommendation, Chuck,
but have to think you were in a one-ofa-kind situation.
While your motorhome was unable to
meet California’s 1991 smog requirements, California has an inspection level
above the typical smog shop that would
have more than likely cleared the vehicle.
Buying a new motorhome and leaving
the problem to the trade-in dealer solved
your problem. I suspect the dealer was
able to solve the split model problem very
quickly. Thanks for the warning, though. It
always helps to know about a potential
problem in advance.
CHASSIS BATTERY MAINTENANCE
Since my 2008 Winnebago View is kept in
a heated storage facility from November to
March, I keep it plugged in, which charges
the coach batteries. Unfortunately the engine battery discharges in this time.
Would I hurt any of the systems by
plugging a battery charger into a 120-volt
AC outlet in the coach, and using a cigarette lighter charging plug to keep the
engine battery charged? Thanks for your
response.
BRIAN HOUSTON
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

to surge to life no matter
how long it sits.

Chargers for the RV industry
Visit your local dealer or
call 877-456-7901
www.batterytender.com

Deltran, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card
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America’s BEST SELLING

COACH & CHASSIS

Online Classifieds Since 1999

A better and less expensive short-term
alternative is to jumper the battery-boost
solenoid relay, Brian. A short length of
heavy gauge wire with two large alligator
clamps will do the job. Don’t forget to
remove the jumper when you get ready
to hit the road.
If the motorhome is plugged in during
camping or storage, the jumper works fine
for periods of less than a month. If the
batteries are fully charged when they
are jumpered, the converter will keep a
head on them while they are jumpered.
However, the motorhome must be driven
or the batteries otherwise fully charged
at least once a month to keep them from
being sulfated due to the converter’s limited charging capacity.

RVTrader.com, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card

SELL YOUR RV HERE

(The Original RVTrader.com)

2 MILLION
RV Ad Searches MONTHLY!

.com Over 42,000

Private and Dealer Listings

30 AMPS/50 AMPS
I have a 1998 Fleetwood motorhome. It
has a 30-amp hookup. Can I change it to
a 50-amp hookup?
JAMES CHEEK
ACWORTH, GEORGIA
CONTINUED ON PAGE 71

10

TH

ANNIVERSARY

It’ll Be a Kick On Route 66

Rally Pricing*
$349 (electric hookup); $169 (dry
• Entertainment Headliner: NEIL SEDAKA!
camping). Includes 2 adults.
• Exciting Attempt to Break the World Record
Early Bird Nights (April 15 & 16)
for “Most People Wearing Balloon Hats!”
$35/night (electric hookup); $15/night
• Go Green Reality RV Display
(dry camping). Includes 2 adults.
• Rio Grande Community Farm Volunteer Day –
Passport
Annual RV Event to Give Back to the Rally’s
$75/person (all activities included April
Host Community
16-20; no onsite RV parking)
• Boy Scout’s Day with Reception

Expo New Mexico, Albuquerque — April 17-20, 2009
Plan to RV west in April 2009 and get your
kicks at the tenth anniversary of the Greatest
RV Rally in the World!
Take the highway that is best to Albuquerque–
an enchanting land rooted in centuries of
history and rich in southwest style and highdesert beauty.
Rally Hosts:

877-749-7122

for all Boy Scouts and Alumni

www.TheRally.com

*Until 2/23/09

The Rally, Circle 122 on Reader Service Card
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by KEN FREUND

Gasoline
Storage With
Alcohol Blends
I’ve heard that gasoline with alcohol will
absorb water and may cause water at the
bottom of the tank — right where the
fuel line picks it up. Have you heard of
any motorhome storage problems that
involve gasoline containing alcohol?
TED BRYANT
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Yes, I have heard of and experienced this
problem, known as phase separation.
These days it’s difficult to find gasoline
that is not blended with alcohol.
Here’s a field procedure for detecting alcohol in gasoline. Use a small, clean
bottle or test tube with a tight-fitting cap.
Mark a line at the one-third level and fill
it up to the line with water. Fill the other
two-thirds with gasoline, leaving a small
amount of air space on top. Shake the
container vigorously, then let it settle for
several minutes. (No smoking and keep
it away from all sources of ignition.) If the
volume of water seems to increase, alcohol is present. If the line between the gas
and water becomes cloudy, estimate from
the center of the cloudy portion. This procedure doesn’t differentiate between
methanol and ethanol, but it’ll tell you if
your fuel contains alcohol and is therefore subject to phase separation.
I recently found a product called
K100 Fuel Treatment (716-745-1461,
www.k100fueltreatment.com) that’s designed to cope with this problem. If you’re
concerned about phase separation, keep
your fuel tank full to reduce the amount
of air in it, which contains moisture, and
consider using an additive such as K100.
TRANSMISSION TROUBLES
We own a 2001 Georgie Boy 291⁄2-foot
Suite with a 7.4-L Chevy engine on a
Workhorse chassis. We’re having trouble
with the transmission not shifting back
into overdrive after automatically downshifting to third gear when climbing a hill.
Our dealer has changed a sensor, replaced
the transmission fluid with synthetic and
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techsavvy
upgraded the software. It hasn’t helped.
The only things that help this problem are manually downshifting (before
it automatically does) when climbing a
hill, then manually shifting back to overdrive after reaching the top; or pulling
over, shifting to park, turning the engine
off and then turning it back on.
Should we take it to a transmission
shop? We are running at 3,000 RPM
(rather than the typical 2,200 RPM) most
of the time and we get poor mileage.
JIM & PAT BERNHARD
LAGO VISTA, TEXAS

Without looking at it and performing a
pressure test, it’s impossible to be certain, but there are a few possibilities. Either something is sticking in the valve
body or a solenoid is not working right,
or the third- and fourth-gear fluid pressure has a leak in the circuit, preventing the valve body from moving unless
one side will go low after the shutdown.
The best thing to do is to have a
technician drive with you using a handheld scanner called the Tech-2. While
the problem exists, he can use the Tech2 to command the solenoid to shift, then
watch the line pressure during the shift
to diagnose the problem.

“MOTORHOME ’S ANNUAL
GUIDE TO DINGHY TOWING IS ALSO AVAILABLE
ON OUR WEB SITE.
THE GUIDE LISTS
NEW-MODEL VEHICLES
MANUFACTURERAPPROVED FOR
FLAT TOWING.”

POWERTRAIN

SYNTHETIC TRANSMISSION
FLUID SWAP
I have a 2000 Ford E-450 Class C
motorhome with a V-10 engine. Is it OK
to use a synthetic transmission fluid?
JACK BALDWIN
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Yes, the use of synthetic transmission
fluid in this application is fine. Keep in
mind that if you drain the fluid out
of the pan there will still be a lot of the
old fluid retained in the torque converter. Therefore, it may be best to have a
transmission shop use a flushing machine that changes all of the fluid.
PROPER PRIUS PREPARATION
I have a 2008 Toyota Prius hybrid. The
owner’s manual is confusing on the procedure for towing it behind my coach on
a dolly with the front wheels off the
ground. Can you help clarify this?
ED HUBER l ELBERT, COLORADO
MotorHome publishes an annual guide to
dinghy towing, which is also available online at our Web site www.motorhome
magazine.com. Your 2008 Prius is not
listed in our 2008 Dinghy Towing Guide,
which means that it is not manufacturerapproved for flat towing (with all four
wheels on the road). However, since it is
a front-wheel-drive vehicle, you can tow it
on a dolly with the front wheels stationary
and the parking brake off.
PLUGGED IN REVISITED
In the November 2008 item “Plugged
In,” you expressed concern about leaving
a coach plugged in because the converter keeps a head on the batteries and can
result in excessive water use and shorter
battery life. What if I have a three-stage
charger? Should I use a timer to limit the
time power is applied to my rig?
JIM BIESTEK l EVERGREEN, COLORADO

If you have a three-stage charger you
should be OK, but I still find some that
seem to overcharge batteries left on them
for long periods, as evidenced by excessive water use. I use a timer set to a few
minutes once a day with good results.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 65
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ACCESSORIES

HOMES FOR SALE

LOTS FOR SALE

CONVERTERS • INVERTERS
Electrical Supplies • Electronics • GPS Navigation
Back-up Monitors • Tire Pressure Monitors • And more!
www.bestconverter.com or Toll Free 888-828-1893

BRAKE SYSTEMS
#1 ORIGINAL TOADSTOP QI “SHOW ME THE STOP!”
ProPort Control makes dynamically controlled stops.
No other system can do it! “It’s all about your Safety”
800-478-7883 or www.toadstop.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
A 56-YR-OLD NAT’L ADVERTISING CO SEEKING
Entrepreneurs to Own & Operate Territories
Home or RV based • No Inventory
Immediate Cash Flow • Excellent Training
Investment req’d. 1-800-299-0510

RETAMA VILLAGE COME JOIN US! At our
exclusive 55+ active adult community in the
fabulous Rio Grande Valley of South Texas.
Large RV Lots, Casita w/RV Port and single
family homes. Clubhouse, library, pools, fitness
center, billiards, hiking, biking, and birding.
Bentsenpalm.com 956.381.1500

SILVER PALMS RV VILLAGE, near Lake Okeechobee
Sunny South-Central Florida • Planned activities
• Fitness center • Members-only lounge • Gated entry
Deeded Oversized Sites; Premier Lakefront &
Preserve sites available. Now under construction–
Special Pre-Opening pricing available. Visit
www.silverpalmsrv.com or call 863-467-5800.

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT
NEW! GROUND FLOOR OPPORTUNITY TO BE A
part of growing Chassa Oaks RV Resort in FL’s
west coast wonderland. Water Sports abound in
Gulf, lakes and rivers. Near Tampa Bay/Orlando
attractions. Visit www.chassaoaks.com or call
352.628.0900.

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS
FOR SALE
CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET
Find almost any membership on the market
for the lowest prices anywhere!
1-800-272-0401 www.membershipresale.com

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES
DIESEL FUEL
NO LONG LINES, EASY ACCESS, CLEAN,
well lit with 1400 locations countrywide.
Open 24/7 for your convenience. Call for FREE
MEMBERSHIP to our select group of Frequent
Fuelers! Pioneer Fuel, an independent franchisee of Pacific Pride Commercial Fueling
1-800-959-3835 • www.pacificpride.us

HELP WANTED
TRADE SHOW HOSTS
Americraft is seeking individuals or teams to
demonstrate kitchen related items at weekend
Trade Shows & Expos. Must have utility van or
vehicle to pull small trailer. Flexible schedule.
Complete training. Above average income.
Call 352-483-0052 or apply online at:
www.cookingshowhost.com

1000’S OF GREAT JOBS IN GREAT PLACES!
Enjoy the freedom and adventure of the
Workamper lifestyle. For FREE BROCHURE
& subscription info. 800-446-5627
www.workamper.com

SCHOOL CAMPER HOSTS NEEDED.
Mat-Su, Alaska, 40 mi N of Anchorage. 32
sites from urban to rural. 5/28/09 to 8/15/09.
Contact Bill at 907-373-2287, or email
bill.cheeseman@matsuk12.us

EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA—MINUTES AWAY
from Kennedy Space Center and Orlando!
Located in top-rated RV community. Site-built
homes with golf course, lake or nature views.
Attached RV ports w/water, sewer, 50 amp,
cable TV. New homes and resales available.
Free Video tour. TGO Realty, Inc.
(800) 621-2267, www.tgoresort.com

FROSTPROOF, FL — LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT
• Resort Home & Lot from the $80s • New home
& porte lot development. Lots from the $50s
1-800-654-5177 • www.lilylake.com

AMERICAS-MAILBOX FORWARDING IN SD
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/MH Call us first!

MOTORHOME PARTS
WWW.WINNEBAGOPARTS.COM OR 800-933-7742
Parts for all Winnebago/Itasca products
plus LeSharo/Phasar, Rialta & Eurovan.
Personal service at fair prices for our
customers worldwide. If outside US, call
641-896-2222. Hours: 8-5 Central M-F

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE
DETROIT—ATTACHED HEATED INSULATED
motorhome shop & hangar, turnkey home, 20
min S of Flint, 1 hr from DTW. $549,000.
(253) 670-3739; timalentiev@yahoo.com
See pics www.detroit-airpark.com

OWN LAND & HOME AT SUNRISE BLUFFS
Gated 55+ Subdivision in NM with best 4
season climate in the SW, affordable living.
Custom homes from 1300-2400 sf. Ask about
either RV ports or RV storage area. Vist us at
www.sunrisebluffs.com or call 1-877-725-8337

FACTORY-CERTIFIED PREOWNED NEWELLS
Coaches up to and including 8 model years
from the current model year have a 2 Year/
24,000 Mile Limited Warranty. Call for details.
NEWELL COACH CORPORATION, Miami, OK
1-888-363-9355. View our inventory at
www.newellcoach.com

Be sure to vist our Web site at
62
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#1 BEST RV BUYER
Call for Free Appraisal
To p D o l l a r P a i d f o r L a t e M o d e l
Gas or Diesel Motorhomes.
Free Nationwide Pickup.
To l l F r e e : 8 8 8 - 8 7 0 - 3 9 8 9
B I G S K Y L I Q U I D AT I O N

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
1989 MONACO 36’, CUMMINS, ALLISON,
updated 2005. Auto jacks, 6.5KW gen, 2000W
inv, big tanks, custom int, travertine floor, air
ride, air brakes. $32,500. (208) 358-3040
or 837-4532.

BUYING OR SELLING AN RV?
Let us take over the risk of major repairs!
To learn more about the Good Sam Extended
Service Plan mechanical breakdown
insurance, call 877-681-9479.

HOLLAND MOTOR HOMES
www.hollandmotorhomes.com
800-961-4464
San Diego, CA
SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 59

RV REGISTRY
www.rvregistry.com
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners
No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers
800-546-8457

2006 DUTCH STAR 4024, 400HP CUMMINS,
4 S/O, 7.5KW dsl gen, ceramic tile, cherry wood,
leather seats, F/G roof, much more. 11K miles,
1 owner, mint cond. List $286K, asking $179K.
Call Sue or Ray (301) 373-5071.

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING
WE WILL FINANCE YOUR MOTORHOME BUYER
RVs of all types: Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads
••• www.RVclearinghouse.com •••

MOTORHOMES WANTED

RV FINANCING

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID FOR LATE-MODEL
motorhomes. All makes and models. No hassles.
For instant cash call Keith Roy (toll-free) at
1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

#1 ONLINE FOR RV FINANCING, THE ORIGINAL!
$399 MONTANA LLC’s — www.RVLLC.com
FINANCING ••• www.RVfinancing.com
CALL NOW — Toll Free 888-929-4424

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.
Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

SECURED RV LENDING (877) 742-6072
LOW RATES — Purchases & Refinance
Warranty & Insurance. Experienced staff
to assist. www.securedrvlending.com

CASH FOR YOUR RV!
2002 Model Year and Newer
Nationwide Pickup
Call Toll-free 866-687-2274, ask for Jim Cash
WWW.USEDRVPROS.COM
LA MESA RV CENTER

VOYAGER RV CREDIT
NEW — USED — REFINANCE
Fulltimers — Montana, LLC
877-222-0301 • www.VoyagerCredit.com

WE BUY MOTORHOMES
’98 & NEWER - Clean - Low Miles - No Smoke/Pet
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321
RVs NORTHWEST • SPOKANE, WA

2009 - 2000 MOTORHOMES WANTED
Nationwide — Gas or Diesel
Free Appraisals — No Hassles
Call (813) 783-4000 or 888-783-4009
for Instant Cash MotorhomeFinders.com

LET US HELP YOU BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Save $$ TODAY 888.430.3388 MontanaRV.net

PAY NO SALES TAX ON VEHICLES
Let us explain how we can legally help you
We’ve helped thousands in the last 10 years
Call one of our four Montana Attorneys
Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
Pay no sales tax on your next RV. We have helped
clients legally save $1000s over the past 12 yrs.
Call Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504
& talk to a CPA for professional, friendly service
or visit us on the web at www.rvtax.com

TOURS
TRAVEL TO EXCITING PLACES.
Drive the Alcan to America’s Last Frontier,
envision yourself on Nova Scotia’s
miles of coastal drives, celebrate Mardi Gras,
cross the border to sunny Mexico,
form friendships you’ll treasure the rest
of your days . . . all arrangements,
including RV parks, by Tracks RV Tours,
est. 1975. Free catalog at
tracksrvtours.com or tel. 800-351-6053.

ADVENTURE CARAVANS RV TOURS & RALLIES
More Days! Save$$ More Events!
Free 86-page catalog 1-800-872-7897
www.adventurecaravans.com

TRAILERS FOR SALE

SERVICES
ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney
Tax Free Registrations — No Sales Tax in MT
Financing & Insurance — For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

GARDEN CITY INSURANCE, MISSOULA MT
Complete RV INS - Low Rates
Insurance for MT LLC’s & Most States
Call Keith or Leslie 1-866-444-1084
Visit us at www.gardencityins.com

STACKER TRAILERS – HUGE SAVINGS ON TWO
cancellations. 24’ double axle & 30’ triple with
lifts. Never titled, New. Dick @ 800-272-1239
richmondstackers.com Negotiable & del avail.

The Ultimate
RV Information
Center.
rv.net provides you with the latest news
on clubs, products, publications,
resources, services and more . . .

www.motorhomemagazine.com
MOTORHOME l March 2009
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classified rates
COMMERCIAL
Classifieds is open to firms or individuals
advertising the sale or resale of a
commercially produced item or service.
$48 per line, four-line minimum,
40 characters per line. For photo ad,
limited to RVs and real estate,
add $65 (black-and-white or color print).
Limit one photo per ad.

PRIVATE PARTY
For individuals selling personally-owned
item, such as an RV, truck, auto, campground membership resale. $23 per line,
four-line minimum, 40 characters per line.
No charge for phone number. For ad with
picture, add $45 (black-and-white or color
print acceptable, no Polaroids, negatives
or slides). Limit one photo per ad.

We offer a 5% discount for 6 issues
and a 10% discount for 12 issues
to our commercial advertisers.

OPTIONS
For your ad to appear in red type:
Add $50 for Commercial ad.
Add $25 for Private Party ad.

RV CLUBS
For national or local RV owners and
enthusiast clubs or chapters soliciting
members. $33 per line, four-line
minimum, 40 characters per line.
EVENTS
For national or regional RV rallies,
trade shows, expositions and other
events. $33 per line, four-line
minimum, 40 characters per line.

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Use our form or your own stationery.
Please include your name, address
and phone number.
Send with payment (check; money order;
VISA, MC, AE, or Discover no., signature
and expiration date) to:
MotorHome Classifieds
P.O. Box 8510
Ventura, CA 93002-9912

BOLDFACE TYPE
Please note first line is boldface at no
charge. Add $5 per line for additional
boldface type.

STOP . . .
AND SHOP THE
RV MARKETPLACE
There are lots
of products to
accessorize your
RV and enhance
your RV lifestyle!
Turn to page 70!

Credit card orders: Fax to (805) 667-4379,
Email: classifieds@tl.com. Any questions,
call Angela Pezzullo at (805) 667-4391.

MOTORHOME CLASSIFIED AD
The June 2009 issue will close on February 23 (at subscribers on April 28);
the July 2009 issue will close on March 26 (at subscribers on June 2).
Mail to: MotorHome Classifieds • P.O. Box 8510 • Ventura, CA 93002-9912
Credit card orders may be faxed to (805) 667-4379 or emailed to classifieds@tl.com

Name: ..................................................................................................................................................................
Address: ...............................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................Phone: ....................................................................
Check

Total $.........................................................................................Run for.................................issues

Credit card Number:....................................................................................Expiration:........................................
Signature:.............................................................................................................................................................
Specify Category: .................................................................................................................................................
Use this form (or your own stationery) to submit your ad copy. Four-line minimum, 40 characters per line counting each
letter, number, punctuation, and space. Please refer to CLASSIFIED RATES in this section for payment information.
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POWERTRAIN

RUN THIS AD

FOR ONLY
$137!
REACH THOUSANDS OF
POTENTIAL BUYERS!

SAMPLE PHOTO AD
2006 MONACO DYNASTY 42' QUAD SLIDE.
400HP dsl, 10KW generator, 2800W inverter,
A/C, TV, micro/conv, sleeper sofa, and much
more. No smoke, no pets. Excellent condition.
(805) 555-1234.

If you’re selling your own
personal RV or home, you can
take advantage of MotorHome’s
low Private Party photo classified
rate! For only $137 per issue
(no charge for telephone number),
you can create an eye-catching
classified ad with a black-andwhite photo (one photo, please)
and four lines of copy, 40
characters/spaces per line ...
just like the sample ad shown
above. For $25 more your ad
can appear in red type.
Fill out ad coupon, enclose a
black-and-white or color print
(not a negative or slide) and
indicate method of payment.
Please mail to:

MotorHome CLASSIFIEDS
P.O. Box 8510
Ventura, CA 93002-9912
Or email to classifieds@tl.com
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS:
Please refer to CLASSIFIED RATES
for photo ad requirements.
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TRANSMISSION TEMPERATURE TIP II
I was surprised at your answer to “Transmission Temperature Tip” in the December
2008 issue, which concerned where to install the transmission temperature sensor.
Logically, there is no reason to measure the
fluid temperature in the pan. The transmission temperature sensor that feeds the
PCM is inside the transmission (not in the
pan). This will be the lowest temperature in
the system, since it will be the fluid returning from the transmission cooler up front.
The temperature of the transmission is
the most important reading to take — this allows you to see if the transmission is getting
hot enough that you should stop and let it
cool or back off on the throttle. Because of
space, the sensor for this is usually located
at the point where the fluid enters the engine
radiator input to that first cooling stage.
ED JACKLITCH l SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

You bring up some good points, Ed. Manufacturers have provided recommended maximum temperatures based on locating the
sensor in the pan, which is why we have
traditionally suggested this location. I recommend using two sensors — one on the outlet, one in the pan — with a switch to allow
the driver to choose between them. This lets
the driver see how hot the fluid is getting as
well as the effectiveness of the coolers.
CNG CONVERSION
I have a Gulf Stream 31-foot Class C coach
on a 2001 Ford chassis with a 6.8-L V-10
engine. What will it cost to convert it to
compressed natural gas?
JAMES SCHREINER
FREDONIA, ARIZONA

It depends on who does the conversion, but
it will certainly be thousands of dollars —
outweighing any potential savings. A CNG
conversion will take up a lot of storage
space for tanks, etc., and it will be hard to
find a good shop to do the conversion safely. Therefore I don’t recommend it.
ROTUND ROCKWOOD
I own a 1991 Rockwood Class C 21-foot motorhome, built on a Chevy G30 1-ton chassis. After reading your articles about not
overloading RVs, I took my coach to a scale.
The tag on the door panel states: Front
GAWR 3,580 pounds, rear GAWR 6,000

pounds, GVWR 9,400 pounds. With a quartertank of fuel, holding tanks empty and me
in the driver’s seat, the scale operator had
me weigh the front (2,860 pounds) and
then the whole RV (9,220 pounds); I then
subtracted the two to come up with the rear
weight (6,360 pounds). Is this the proper
way to weigh an RV? And, with a rear weight
of 6,360 pounds, which is over the axle
limit by 360 pounds, but under the total
GVWR limit by 180 pounds, am I in trouble?
G.B. MARCUM l LOS GATOS, CALIFORNIA

Since the rear axle appears to be overloaded
and this is a critical measurement, I would
take it back to a scale and have it measured
directly. If the edge of the pavement by the
scale drops off, for example, the weight
might shift when one axle is weighed, causing an incorrect reading. If those readings
are correct, you need to lighten your load as
much as possible and shift weight forward
to stay within the maximum load ratings.
OIL INFORMATION
I have some information regarding recommended oils for gas and diesel engines, particularly Shell Rotella T. The most recent oil
formulations for gasoline cars and trucks (API
SM/CF) have all but eliminated wear additives to meet the latest emission rules. This
is fine for engines with close tolerance and
roller-lifter camshafts. Most of our generators
have flat tappet lifters, so the oil available
now will result in extreme wear of the
camshaft and lifters up to engine failure. The
Rotella T is recommended for gas or diesel
engines, and still has the wear-additive package. I use the Synthetic 5W-40 in the Onan
generator and 7.4-L engine in my coach, and
I get excellent mileage and no oil use, which
is rare for motorhome engines or generators.
Constantly changing government regulations make it difficult for those of us
who don’t buy new vehicles every year, as
the oil industry makes lubricating oil for
new cars, and the standards are not necessarily backward compatible.
ALLEN NEAL l POWELL, TENNESSEE

As you mention, Allen, oil specifications
keep changing and government regulations
often replace one problem with another. ◆
TO CONTRIBUTE TO POWERTRAIN, please
refer to Contact MotorHome on page 5.
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Advertisement

MotorHome’s Free Travel Information is a service designed to assist RV travelers with their trip planning. The following attractions, states and Canadian provinces offer
free information about their facilities and services. To request these materials, tear out the postage-paid card opposite the Reader Service Page, circle the
appropriate numbers that correspond to your selections, fill out the card completely and drop it in the mail. For faster service, visit www.motorhomemagazine.com/info and request
your information online, and visit each travel company’s Web site for immediate information.

ALASKA
Alaska and Yukon. Get your free official Alaska and
Yukon Travel Guides today. Go to www.TravelAlaska
.com/hwy. CIRCLE 211 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

luxury sites, cable TV, 9-hole exec., activities, pool,
120 lighted wet slips, inside storage to 32 feet. Call
(800) 254-9993, or go to www.lakeharrisresort.com.
CIRCLE 231 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

Experience 3,500 miles of spectacular scenic waterways in a casual atmosphere aboard an Alaska ferry.
With a vehicle or without, don’t miss this unique way to
see Alaska. Call (907) 276-6353, or go to www
.AlaskaFerry.travel. CIRCLE 221 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

IDAHO
Idaho Travel Council. Stretch your imagination and
budget with a vacation to Idaho, to keep you smiling
after your vacation ends. Order a free travel guide at
www.visitidaho.org, or call (800) VISIT-ID. CIRCLE
232 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

Fairbanks is the gateway to your authentic Alaskan
adventure. Be energized in summer’s land of
midnight sun. Tour Denali and the Arctic.
Be enthralled by winter’s northern lights; (800)
327-5774, www.explorefairbanks.com. CIRCLE 222
ON READER SERVICE CARD.
ARKANSAS
Hook up your rig at Arkansas State Parks’ campsites
and enjoy all the campground enhancements. Scenic
lake, river and mountain settings. Outdoor recreation
choices abound. Call (888) 287-2757, or visit
www.arkansasstateparks.com. CIRCLE 223 ON READER
SERVICE CARD.
Only Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas has so
many unique things to do — from our famous thermal
baths to an amazing botanical garden, fine dining
and more! Visit www.hotsprings.org, or call (888)
SPA-CITY. CIRCLE 224 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
Arkansas’ resort state park offers lakeside campsites,
golf, trails, tennis, swimming, boating, fishing, horseback riding and an island lodge with restaurant. Contact
DeGray Lake Resort State Park at (800) 737-8355, or
www.degray.com. CIRCLE 225 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
CALIFORNIA
Anaheim Resort RV Park. Visiting Disneyland? Take
our free shuttle to the Disneyland Resort. Full
hookups, WiFi, pull-throughs, cable TV, 50-amp
service. Visit our Web site at www.anaheimresort
rvpark.com or call (714) 774-3860. CIRCLE 226 ON
READER SERVICE CARD.
Chula Vista RV Resort is a premier RV resort with 237
spaces and a 550-slip marina on South San Diego
Bay. Two waterfront restaurants, pool, spa, fitness
room, clubrooms and laundry facilities. Visit
www.chulavistarv.com or call (800) 770-2878.
CIRCLE 227 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
COLORADO
Whether it’s climbing, biking, skiing or rafting, Colorado
has your passion. For amazing trip ideas, visit www
.colorado.com or call (800) COLORADO for your free
vacation guide. CIRCLE 228 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
FLORIDA
With more than 120 miles of islands connected by
bridges and bounded by the Atlantic and the Gulf of
Mexico, the Florida Keys is a designated National
Marine Sanctuary. Come and enjoy the spectacular
natural wonders. Call (800) FLA-KEYS, or visit www
.fla-keys.com. CIRCLE 229 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
Camp under the trees at Florida State Parks. Sites
feature water, electricity and a central dump station.
For more information, visit www.floridastateparks
.org, or call (850) 245-2157. For reservations, go
to www.reserveamerica.com. CIRCLE 230 ON READER
SERVICE CARD.
The premiere Lake Harris RV Resort with marina
and motel, on Lake Harris near Tavares, has 336
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Idaho RV Campgrounds Association. RV IDAHO! The
scenery is breathtaking, outdoor recreation is legendary and the folks are friendly. Stay awhile and
play in Idaho. For a free RV/campground guide,
call (800) VISIT-ID, or visit www.rvidaho.org. CIRCLE
233 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
MISSOURI
Free Missouri Vacation Planner. For fun places and
great memories, enjoy a Missouri escape! Plan yours
at (800) 519-1500, ext. 89, or www.visitmo.com.
While online, check out our valuable money-saving
coupons. CIRCLE 234 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
The beautiful 54,000-acre Lake of the Ozarks offers
a breathtaking panorama plus 261 holes of golf, fishing, a premium outlet mall, music shows, show
caves, indoor/outdoor waterparks, two state parks.
Call (800) FUNLAKE or visit www.funlake.com.
CIRCLE 235 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

sightseeing, outdoor recreation and more. Free travel
guide: (800) 652-6552, or visit www.travelok.com.
CIRCLE 242 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
If you’re looking for adventure and activity, make
an Oklahoma State Park your next step. You can
hike, climb, ride, canoe, fish, golf, explore and just
enjoy the great outdoors. Call (800) 654-8240, or
go to www.travelok.com. CIRCLE 243 ON READER
SERVICE CARD.
OREGON
Visit the coast, valleys, high desert or mountains
of Oregon. At the end of an adventurous day,
nestle your RV among the trees at one of Oregon’s
State Parks. Call (800) 551-6949, or visit
www.oregonstateparks.org. CIRCLE 244 ON READER
SERVICE CARD.
SOUTH CAROLINA
The Santee Cooper Country region surrounds lakes
Marion and Moultrie. Enjoy year-round outdoor
activities, world-class fishing, golf at 16 courses,
boating or just relaxing. Outside South Carolina, call
(800) 227-8510 or visit www.santeecooper
country.org. CIRCLE 245 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota — Come follow the Lewis and
Clark Trail for adventures and history. Check out
vacation packages on www.travelsd.com. For more
information, call (800) S-DAKOTA, or go to www
.travelsd.com. CIRCLE 246 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

MONTANA
Find room to roam in the natural splendor of Montana
— the perfect blend of scenic beauty, adventure
and Western charm. To plan your visit, call (800)
VISIT-MT, ext. 844, or log on to www.visitmt.com.
CIRCLE 236 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

TEXAS
Find out more about Texas State Parks. Call (512)
389-8900, or visit www.tpwd.state.tx.us. CIRCLE 247
ON READER SERVICE CARD.

Custer Country — the Little Bighorn Battlefield, Native
American reservations, Lewis and Clark sites, museums,
guest ranches, cattle drives and more. Call (800) 3461876, ext. 312, or visit www.custer.visitmt.com for a
free vacation guide. CIRCLE 237 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

WASHINGTON
Grant County is Washington state’s premier recreation
destination. Watersports, golf, fishing, hunting, live
entertainment, shopping, dining and great accommodations. Get it on in Grant County, Washington. Call
(800) 992-6234 or visit www.tourgrantcounty.com.
CIRCLE 248 ON READER SERVICE CARD.

Visit Glacier National Park and satisfy your sixth sense
— adventure, golf, hike, fly-fish, raft, cycle and more.
Call (800) 338-5072, or visit www.mt.glaciermt.com.
CIRCLE 238 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
NEW MEXICO
Located among mountains, lakes, streams, desert lowlands and plains, New Mexico State Parks offer boundless recreation opportunities. Go fish, hike, bike, camp,
climb, swim. Call (888) NM-PARKS or visit www
.nmparks.com. CIRCLE 239 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
New Mexico. Where unparalleled scenic beauty, outdoor adventure, world-renowned art and cultural
diversity rest under the same magical sunset. Call
(800) 733-6396, ext. 2865 or go to www.new
mexico.org. CIRCLE 240 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
OHIO
Ohio State Parks. Discover Ohio at any of our 57
state-park campgrounds statewide. Open year-round:
hiking, golf, swimming, picnicking, boating, family
nature programs. Call (866) OHIOPARKS for reservations, or visit www.ohiostateparks.org. CIRCLE 241 ON
READER SERVICE CARD.
OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma, Native America. A great getaway with
vibrant cities, vintage towns, acclaimed museums,
Western and Native American culture, shopping,

WYOMING
Buffalo Bill’s Cody/Yellowstone Country, Wyoming:
Rodeos, history, culture, outdoor adventure, recreation, tours, wildlife and Yellowstone National Park.
Enjoy fine dining, museums, shopping, music and
more. Call (800) 393-2639, or visit www.yellow
stonecountry.org. CIRCLE 249 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
Grand Teton Lodge Company. When visiting
magnificent Grand Teton National Park, stay in
our historic full-service lodges, rustic log and tent
cabins or RV park. Enjoy float trips, horseback
riding, fishing and spectacular scenery. Call (800)
628-9988, or visit www.gtlc.com/tr. CIRCLE 250
ON READER SERVICE CARD.
Experience an adventure full of the spirit that is
forever West. The Grand Tetons, Yellowstone, Devils
Tower and more. Wyoming. Forever West. Call (800)
225-5996, or visit www.wyomingtourism.org. CIRCLE
251 ON READER SERVICE CARD.
CANADA
Yellowhead Highway — Crossing me is a journey into
Canadian history, including prairie mysteries and
mountain legends. Obtain your free travel guide and
map to explore me in greater detail. Yellowhead it!
Visit www.yellowheadit.com or call (877) Go-Yello.
CIRCLE 252 ON READER SERVICE CARD. ◆
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WHEN ONLY THE
For all your RVing needs, visit the best-of-the-best...your nearest RV Business
magazine Top 50 Dealer. These dealers represent the RV industry’s elite,
receiving the highest possible honor for their professionalism, overall business
operations and, of course, customer service. For new or used RVs, service and
repair, financing or storage, these dealers can be trusted. And as the official
voice of the RV market, RV Business magazine knows its dealers.

ARIZONA:
Little Dealer Little Prices
Mesa,AZ

Richardson’s RV Center
Riverside, CA

Turning Wheel RV Center
Ocala, FL

www.richardsonsrv.com

www.turningwheelrv.com

www.littledealer.com

CALIFORNIA:
Altmans Winnebago
Carson, CA
www.altmans.com

Giant RV
Montclair, CA

Stier’s RV/FreedomRoads
Bakersfield, CA
www.stiersrv.com

www.mikethompson.com

RV Business and the

www.terrytownrv.com

ILLINOIS:
Pontiac RV
Pontiac, IL

Stevens RV Center
Lafayette, LA

MINNESOTA:
Pleasureland RV Center
St. Cloud, MN

www.pontiacrv.com

www.stevensrv.com

www.pleasurelandrv.com

COLORADO:
Ketelsen Campers of Colorado
Wheat Ridge, CO

Rick’s RV Center
Joliet, IL

www.ketelsen.com

www.ricksrv.com

MARYLAND:
Endless Summer RV
Frederick, MD

MISSISSIPPI:
Aberdeen RV Center
Aberdeen, MS

www.endlesssummerrv.com

www.aberdeenrv.com

RV America, Inc.
Johnstown, CO

INDIANA:
Modern Trailer Sales
Anderson, IN

Leo’s Vacation Center
Gambrills, MD

MISSOURI:
Apache Village RV Center
Hazelwood, MO

www.rvamericainc.com

www.lamesarv.com

Mike Thompson’s
RV Super Store
Santa Fe Springs, CA

TerryTown Travel Center
Grand Rapids, MI

www.gauthiersrv.com

www.giantrv.com

LaMesa RV Center
La Mesa, CA

LOUISIANA:
Gauthiers’ RV Center
Scott, LA

www.moderntrailer.com

www.marylandrvsales.com

FLORIDA:
Lazydays
Seffner, FL

Mount Comfort RV
Greenfield, IN

www.lazydays.com

www.mountcomfortrv.com

MICHIGAN:
Modern RV Center
Grand Rapids, MI

Coachlight RV Sales
Carthage, MO

www.modernrv.com

www.coachlightrv.com

johnmeyeravrv@yahoo.com
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BEST WILL DO

M.B.Thomas RV Sales
St. Louis, MO

NEW YORK:
Alpin Haus
Amsterdam, NY

OKLAHOMA:
Jamatt RV Sales
Poteau, OK

PENNSYLVANIA:
Boat N RV Superstores
Hamburg, PA

www.alpinhaus.com

www.jamattrv.com

www.boatnrv.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE:
Campers Inn
Kingston, MH

Seven O’s
Kirkville, NY

www.campersinn.com

www.sevenos.com

OREGON:
Curtis Trailers
Portland, OR

TENNESSEE:
Tennessee RV Sales & Service
Knoxville,TN

www.curtistrailers.com

www.tennesseerv.com

George M. Sutton RV
Eugene, OR

TEXAS:
ExploreUSA
Plano,TX

www.mbthomaswinnebago.com

Trafford’s RV Center
Conway, NH
www.traffordsrv.com

NEW JERSEY:
Colonial Airstream & Itasca
Lakewood, NJ
www.colonialairstream.com

NEW MEXICO:
Aloha RV
Albuquerque, NM
www.aloharv.com

NORTH CAROLINA:
Tom Johnson
Camping Center
Marion, NC

www.gmsrv.com

www.tomjohnsoncamping.com

OHIO:
Cecil Caudill Trailer Sales
Franklin Furnace, OH
740-776-2151
Stewart’s RV Center
St. Clairsville, OH
www.stewartsrv.com

Guaranty RV Super Centers
Junction City, OR
www.guaranty.com

Thompson RV Inc.
Pendleton, OR
www.thompsonrvinc.com

Reines RV Center
Manassas,VA
www.reinesrv.com

WASHINGTON:
Poulsbo RV
Kent,WA
www.poulsborv.com

Roy Robinson RV Center
Marysville,WA
www.royrobinsonrv.com

www.exploreusa.com

Tacoma RV
Tacoma,WA

Princess Craft Campers
Pflugerville,TX

www.tacomarv.com

www.princesscraft.com

WISCONSIN:
Kings Campers
Wausau,WI

VIRGINIA:
Dixie RV Superstore
Newport News,VA

www.kingscampers.com

www.dixierv.com

Blue Ribbon Award Winner
Dave Altman Award Winner
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PressurePro
Tire Pressure Monitoring System
th

For information on Mail-Order Advertising rates:
The RV Marketplace, P.O. Box 8510, Ventura, CA
93002, or call (800) 667-4100 ext 391, 392, or 385

Honda Generators

Super Sale

For RVs, trucks, 5 wheels, cars,
towed
vehicles.
Check
your
pressures even while driving down
the road! Small Sensors replace the
valve stem caps; a Monitor indicates
which tire has lost pressure, and
displays the real-time pressure.
Wireless! Easy to install!

In Stock and
Ready to Ship
Honda Generator
Model #EU-2000i
$

879

Free Shipping
Model #EU-1000 $649

Remote starter
available with this
generator $239
Honda Generator
Model #EU-3000is
$

1,679

Free Shipping

Full line of Honda Generators in Stock
• Now Available NEW #EU-6500is
Monitor $190 • Sensors $50 each

PressurePro’s
North American Distributor

800-521-6820
www.TirePressureMonitor.com

Tow
Car Shield
Limited Lifetime Warranty
Free Repair or Replacement

Window Covers
No Ladder Required

Coach Mask

Highest Quality Largest Selection

5 Year Warranty

Coastline Cover Company
800-216-1664 / www.coastlinecover.com

70

100% Hassle Free Money Back Guarantee !

Seating- Sofas,Recliners,
Captains Chairs and More...

Accessories- Tables, TV’s,
Dinettes and More...

Flooring- Carpet, Tile,
Wood Laminate and More...
Blinds- Power and Manual
Blinds and Shades by MCD

Seating, Flooring and More Since 1982

Elkhart, IN 46517 1-574-522-7435

w w w. b r a d d a n d h a l l . c o m

Visit Us ONLINE NOW at
www.speedwaysales.com/honda

L&S Safety Solutions LLC

POB 20309 Wickenburg, AZ 85358

RV Interior Specialists

16600 W. Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI 53151

Be sure to visit
MOTORHOME’S Web site:
www.motorhomemagazine.com

1-888-617-7333

Your ad in RV
Marketplace as
little as $825.
Our 3" size is just
$825/issue for black
& white based on a
12-issue schedule.
If you like the 41⁄2"
size, the B/W price
is $1140/issue on
an annual schedule.
Both sizes are
available in B/W,
2 color or 4 color.
Call the Adv. Dept.
at 1-800-765-1912,
ext. 391, 392 or 385
MH2008-09
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COACH & CHASSIS

Portable RV High Speed
Internet & Phone Packages
HughesNet Satellite Dish & Tripod
HughesNet Broadband Modem
High Quality Wireless Internet Router
Telephone VoIP Modem (optional)

Complete Systems Including
Set Up Training Start As Low As

$

895

Visit Us On The Web

hptrvnet.com
Or Call Us Toll Free

866-926-1475
Authorized Reseller

INNER DUALLY

NO EXTENSIONS
NO LEAKS
EASY TO AIR UP
FOR DUALLY
PICK-UP & MOTORHOMES
REPLACEMENT VALVE STEMS
OUR STEMS CARRY A WARRANTEE, EXTENSIONS DO NOT

BRASS

OUTER
DUALLY

110 00

$

VALVE STEN / STABILIZER

duallyvalve.com

800-300-2674
DISH ALIGNMENT SYSTEM
“SEE WHAT YOUR DISH SEES”

ALIGN-A-SITE ™

PATENT PEND ING

xNo Need to Level Dish Stand or Pol e!
Ali gns Di sh in AL L Di re cti ons!

xR emovable

Hand-Held Sighti ng
U nit Assures Cl ear Li ne of Sight!

xMounts

Directly to ANY Dish for
Accuracy!

xAl so

O
AS L

S
WA

.95
$119

NOW

30 Day
Money-Back
Guarantee!

Fast,
Easy
Setups

( L E S S S& H )

S ATELLITE D ISH
N OT INC LU DED

ww w .A lig n ASite .co m
T o l l F r e e 1-877-504-3473
Co mp let e Syst e m
S i ght in g Un it P ac k ag e
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®

Now you can take your Car
AND your toys with you!
Tracks available to fit golf Carts,
motorcycles or ATVs. Custom
layouts and a range of colors
are available.
Patent
Pending

+ $800 SH

Great for
INTERNET
Di shes!

TandemTow Dolly

$169.95!
$119.95!

The Tandem Tow
HDXL can carry 2
full size motorcycles or ATVs.
You can take
your fun
machines easily
and safely behind
your motorhome.
HD model
shown can carry
a Golf Cart or a
Motorcycle and a
Mid-sized Car.
Call toll-free 1-866-223-1016

www.TandemTow.net

FROM PAGE 60

A good electrician can make the change,
James, but it will be expensive. Everything
from the 30-amp AC circuit breaker box all
the way out to the end of the shorepower
cable will have to be changed.
Unless I’m missing something, all you
will gain is the ability to run two air conditioners at the same time when a 50-amp
hookup is available. Many campgrounds
don’t have 50-amp hookups. Will it be
worth it? You be the judge.
TIRE STORAGE
I recently replaced all six tires on my Class
A motorhome. When I moved the coach
after four months on a concrete slab this
summer, I noticed black “skid marks”
under each tire. It looked like the concrete
absorbed some of the compound right out
of the tires.
Is concrete OK for long-term storage?
I have read some people use plywood to
protect tires from moisture, which seems
silly to me.
SADIE RINEHART
TOLEDO, OHIO

It’s not silly at all, Sadie. All tire companies
recommend storing tires on a vapor barrier
surface. Sheet metal on plywood is a good
vapor barrier.
Concrete is porous, and is particularly so when there is no vapor barrier under
it. Concrete in basements is often poured
over sheet plastic, which is a fair vapor
barrier. Concrete that is poured outside is
rarely poured over any vapor barrier.
INVERTER
I have a question about the inverter that
you mentioned in your December 2008
column, “12-Volt Converter.” I am also
thinking of replacing my 12-volt DC bedroom TV with a 120-volt AC LCD TV. I have
tried looking on the Internet for this inverter, but was not able to find it. Could you
give me a Web address where I can find it?
ROBERT GERBERICK
SHELLEY, IDAHO

You couldn’t find it, Robert, because the
number is now RS400. See www.xantrex
.com/web/id/7/p/1/pt/8/product.asp. ◆
TO CONTRIBUTE TO COACH & CHASSIS,
please refer to Contact MotorHome on page 5.
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ALASKA

a place where you can
get away from it all
b u t s t i l l h a ve i t a l l .

'H*UD\FRP

BUYING OR SELLING
AN RV IS SO SIMPLE
www.RVSearch.com
or 1-800-746-7478
ARIZONA

ARKANSAS
Lake Dardanelle State Park

U s e ou r h o o ku p s

to reconnect.
888-AT-PARKS
ArkansasStateParks.com
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KS,
NO MORE LEA ING,
LK
NO MORE CAU
…EVER!
MONTANA

New! 2008 NEWMAR
KOUNTRY STAR 3910
Save
$88k!

New! 2008 NEWMAR
KOUNTRY STAR 3916
Save
$86k!

MSRP:$245,040

SALE: $159,995*
in Montana!
No Sales TaOx W
!
Call N

G
SAVE BIG

*Subject to Unit
Availablity
Call for pricing
on 2009 Models!

www.BretzRV.com
B
Missoula

MSRP:$251,538

SALE: $164,995*

in Montana!
No Sales TaOx W
!
Call N

G
SAVE BIG

*Subject to Unit
Availablity
Call for pricing
on 2009 Models!

www.BretzRV.com

Missoula
Montana

Montana

CALL TODAY!
1-866-427-2344

CALL TODAY!
1-866-427-2344

We are all aware of the expensive
problems a leaky roof can cause. With
over 20 years of experience in RV roof
repair, we have the products to solve
your roofing needs. Our High Density
Acrylic Roof Coating will permanently
bond to any surface - rubber, fiberglass,
or metal - forming a totally seamless roof.

BEST Roof
NO Maintenance
BEST Price
NO Streaks
BEST Warranty NO Leaks
• Half the cost of traditional roof
replacement
• Reflective satin white finish
• Lasts 12 years plus
• Extreme weather durability
• On site installation available
- call for details!

Excellent re-roof for stained,
aged rubber roofs

Be sure to visit MOTORHOME’S Web site:
www.motorhomemagazine.com

NEW MEXICO

OKLAHOMA

TE N YEA
R S TO G

ET TO T
H

IS

WE WON’T BE
No matter which way you point
yourself in Deming, New Mexico,
you’re on a heading for fun,
adventure and discovery!
Old-West charm, golf and a
vibrant RV community await you!

Travel Trailer or Pop Up!

THREE DAYS TO GET TO THIS

Best Warranty in the business
10 year NO leak warranty (Labor and
Material)with all professional installations

‘Do-it-yourself’ kits are available

EE,
FOR YOU R FR
CALL TODAY
ION
N, INFORMAT
IO
T
A
IG
L
B
O
NO
AST ROSeOeFus: FM
KIT ON TH E L
ED! Indio, CACA,
E
N
R
E
V
E
L
’L
Jan 7-11 &
YOU
Quartzite, AZ,
Jan 17-26

Build Your Dream RV on:

www.leesrv.com

Nobody Beats Our Price-Period!
Oklahoma City
I-44(Kilpatrick
Turnpike)
OKLAHOMA
CITY& I-235
North of I-35 & I-40 Interchange

1-888-933-9300
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RV Roofing Solutions
20 Years, Family owned - Family run

“The RV Roofing People”
Minnesota Roofing
(Main office)

RV Roofing Solutions
(California office)

877-387-6511

818-332-0645

www.rvroofing.com www.rvroofingsolutions.com

RV Roofing Solutions, Circle 141 on Reader Service Card

UNDERSOLD
On Any Fifth Wheel,
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TALES FROM THE TRAIL

by RON DALBY

MOTORHOMING TO

THE IDITAROD

consider the annual Iditarod
Trail Sled Dog Race, over
1,150 wilderness miles
across Alaska, an RV event.
However, the tailgate parties at the
restart have become legendary. All you
have to do to claim the best spot is to
dry camp overnight on a frozen lake in
the middle of an Alaskan winter.
The Iditarod begins in downtown
Anchorage on the first Saturday in
March. After trotting out of sight, the
dogs are trucked to the scene of Sunday’s restart in Willow, a few miles farther north, to take advantage of better
snow conditions and less-populated terrain. (The race restart was, until recently, held in Wasilla until conditions
deemed a move to Willow prudent.)
As far as tailgating is concerned,
though, the site of the restart doesn’t matter. Get there the afternoon before, park
overlooking the trail, and rev up the party.
Once parked, we fire up the grill and
make available sufficient quantities of
snow-snake medicine/personal antifreeze
to insure a raucous afternoon. Depending on our moods — and whatever equipment is at hand — we may strap on
snowshoes or cross-country skis or roar
off on a snow machine. Each gives us
the chance to touch the Iditarod Trail for
a brief moment. “Ski-joring” behind a
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snow machine is a particular favorite and
has so far not resulted in any 911 calls.
I attribute this to Draconian rationing of
snow-snake medicine beforehand.
Sunday morning begets nonstop
excitement. The restart kicks off at 2PM,
and by then there will be thousands of
cars surrounding your rig. People will be
sitting in lawn chairs at trail side or
standing on top of their motorhomes for
a better view.
If you’ve never been in the middle
of 1,000 or more howling huskies
surrounded by at least twice as many
people, some of whom flagrantly disobey the rules about interfering, you
haven’t lived. That most of the teams
get through this mad house relatively
unscathed and untangled is a tribute to
the mushers who trained them.
With 90 or so teams heading out
at two-minute intervals, the restart takes

three hours or more with never a lull in
the action. If you wish, you can get up
close and personal with some of the
teams in the staging area, though you
should heed any requests to stay back
from the dog drivers.
Also, don’t bring Fifi the miniature
poodle out to meet the huskies. Hardy
working dogs may consider her a chew
toy or maybe a snack — a recipe for creating utter chaos if there ever was one.
And then there is the chance to
soak up the splendor of Alaska’s outdoors. It has occasionally dipped to 10
below zero or colder the night before the
restart; cold temperatures mean clear
skies and a chance to see the northern
lights dancing in the heavens. Whatever happens with the dogs, nature’s most
spectacular light show is reward enough
for any effort needed to be part of the
“Last Great Race on Earth.” ◆

PHOTOS: RON DALBY; BRIAN ADAMS

illow, Alaska — Few
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Retreat.
Relax.
Recharge.

In the heart of central Florida, you’ll find
magnificent Lake Okeechobee – that’s
Seminole for “big water.” The 730 square
mile lake links Florida’s Atlantic and Gulf
Coasts. And nestled in Lake O’s “sweet
spot” is Water’s Edge Motorcoach Resort.
Just 30 sites, this gated community is a oneof-a-kind Class A only resort. Peaceful and
serene, all properties are waterfront or
waterview. Every detail has been considered
right down to our paver-brick foundations.

Our landscaping is lush and tropical yet
meticulously maintained. We’re “in the
middle of nowhere,” but five minutes from
downtown Okeechobee...just a bit farther
to either coast and fabulous restaurants,
shopping and some of the world’s most
beautiful beaches. The resort is surrounded
by numerous outdoor activities.
Come see for yourself what this exclusive
piece of paradise can offer you. Visit our
web site at www.watersedgemcr.com or call
for further information.

Water’s Edge “The Very Best”
Motorcoach Resort

954-425-8405 • www.watersedgemcr.com

Watersedge Motorcoach Resort, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card
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Satisfaction
Guaranteed
Includes free night
of camping

Here’s why the Good Sam Club is a
“must have” for smart RVers...
SAVINGS so you can enjoy your RV worry-free. Save on
overnight camping at over 1,700 Good Sam Parks.
Discounts on RV parts and services. Preferred rates on
emergency road service. Fuel and restaurant discounts.

INSIGHT on dozens of RV Topics. Helpful advice. Best

places to stay. RV tech tips. Which rigs to buy. Useful new
products to try, and more. All in your members-only
magazine Highways. You also have access to our information packed members-only website.

©

SERVICES so you can enjoy your RV worry-free, like
our free trip planning services, our practical Standby Sams
network of helpful local RVers, and even a consumer
action line to help you resolve RV-related disputes with
businesses.
If your first year of Good Sam Club membership
doesn’t save you more than you paid, we will cheerfully give you your money back. No questions asked!

So what are you waiting for?

©

Good Sam Club, Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

YES! Please start my Good Sam Club membership
for the special introductory price of $19 for my first
year. My check or money order is enclosed.

Name _____________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City _______________________________ ST _____ Zip _____________
Preferred email to contact you with member alerts and benefit news:
___________________________________________________________

Mail to: GOOD SAM CLUB
P.O. Box 28, Boulder, CO 80329-0028
Visit www.goodsamclub.com/TLSpecial
Phone 1-888-393-7451

24TP

Mail back the coupon TODAY!

And now it’s
an even better deal –

You SAVE with a special introductory
membership price of just $19 for
your first year when you reply today.
FREE Night of Camping with your
paid membership. You will receive a
certificate good for one night of free
camping at any Good Sam Park
in
the U.S. or Canada. (a $25 value).
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.essexcredit.com

Essex Credit Corporation, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card
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Heaven on Wheels
JI
Take your love of elegance, style and comfort with you wherever you go.

Your Newell gives you:
The highest quality materials, engineering and craftsmanship.
Easier handling than any other coach its size.
Options that reﬂect your style, preferences and tastes.
Inﬁnite opportunities to customize your coach.
More power and torque than any other motorcoach.

Take the good life with you. Explore www.newellcoach.com
Manufacturing, Sales & Service 1(888)3NEWELL
Miami, Oklahoma

West Coast Sales & Service (541)912-7611
Coburg, Oregon

